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The India Citizenship Amendment Rules 2026 mark a significant step in modernizing India’s citizenship
framework, especially concerning Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders and digital application processes.
Notified by the Ministry of Home Affairs through amendments to the Citizenship Rules, 2009, these new rules aim to
simplify procedures, enhance compliance, and promote digitization.

What are India Citizenship Amendment Rules 2026?

The Citizenship Amendment Rules 2026 are updated provisions introduced by the Government of India to
streamline citizenship-related procedures. These rules primarily focus on:

Enhancing the efficiency of OCI registration
Promoting digital application systems
Strengthening compliance with citizenship norms
Introducing biometric-based fast-track immigration benefits
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The amendments modify the existing Citizenship Rules, 2009, making the system more transparent and user-
friendly.

India Citizenship Amendment Rules 2026 Key Highlights

The key highlights of India Citizenship Amendment Rules 2026 are:

All OCI registration and renunciation applications must be submitted electronically through the official portal
Introduction of Electronic OCI (e-OCI) with issuance of either digital or physical OCI cards
Removal of requirement to submit documents in duplicate, reducing paperwork
Mandatory surrender of original OCI card to Indian Mission/Post/FRRO upon renunciation
Minor children cannot hold both Indian and foreign passports simultaneously
Introduction of biometric consent for opting into the Fast Track Immigration Programme (FTIP)
Standardized online application forms for OCI registration and related services
Enhanced digital verification and faster processing of applications

What is Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)?

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) is a special status given to foreign citizens of Indian origin, allowing them to live,
work, and travel in India with ease. Introduced by the Government of India, it provides a lifelong visa and exemption
from police registration for long stays. However, OCI is not full citizenship and does not grant political rights like
voting or holding public office. The scheme helps maintain strong connections between India and its global
diaspora.

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) Scheme

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) Scheme was introduced through the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2005 under the
Citizenship Act, 1955 to provide a special status to persons of Indian origin living abroad

In 2015, the Person of Indian Origin (PIO) card scheme was merged with OCI to create a single, simplified
framework
Eligibility includes individuals who were citizens of India on or after 26 January 1950, or were eligible to
become citizens on that date
Not eligible if the person is or has been a citizen of Pakistan, Bangladesh, or any other country specified by
the Government of India
Provides a multiple-entry, multi-purpose lifelong visa for visiting India without restrictions on duration of stay
Exemption from reporting to police authorities regardless of the length of stay in India
Grants parity with Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) in financial, economic, and educational fields, except in the
purchase of agricultural or plantation properties
Does not grant political rights such as voting, contesting elections, or holding constitutional/public offices
OCI status is a privilege granted by the Government and can be cancelled in case of violation of Indian laws

Also Read: Indian Diaspora
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Constitutional Provions Related to Citizenship in India

The Constitutional provisions related to citizenship in India are primarily contained in Part II of Indian
Constitution (Articles 5 to 11) of the Constitution of India, which define who is considered a citizen at the
commencement of the Constitution. These provisions also empower Parliament to regulate citizenship laws,
including acquisition and termination.

Article 5 – Citizenship at the commencement of the Constitution
Article 6 – Citizenship rights of migrants from Pakistan to India
Article 7 – Citizenship of migrants who went to Pakistan but later returned
Article 8 – Citizenship rights of Indians residing abroad
Article 9 – Voluntary acquisition of foreign citizenship leads to loss of Indian citizenship
Article 10 – Continuance of citizenship rights subject to law made by Parliament
Article 11 – Empowers Parliament to make laws regarding citizenship (e.g., Citizenship Act, 1955)
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