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Shaping the Next Chapter in India-Canada Relations

Context

The relationship between India and Canada is entering a new phase of cooperation shaped by shared values,
economic complementarities, and common strategic interests.
As democratic, multicultural, and innovation-driven nations, both countries are strengthening ties in trade,
investment, technology, energy security, and people-to-people connectivity.
Recent high-level diplomatic engagements have reinforced the commitment to transforming bilateral
goodwill into a long-term strategic partnership.

Economic Cooperation: The Foundation of Bilateral Relations

Expanding Trade and Economic Integration

Economic cooperation remains the cornerstone of India–Canada relations.
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The proposed Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) and the target of achieving
$50 billion in bilateral trade by 2030 reflect the growing ambition of both countries.
India offers a rapidly expanding market, a young workforce, and strong manufacturing potential, while
Canada provides natural resources, advanced technologies, and substantial investment capital.

Complementary Economic Strengths

The economic structures of the two countries complement each other.
India’s growing demand for infrastructure, energy, and technology aligns with Canada’s expertise in
clean energy, critical minerals, agriculture, and innovation.
This creates opportunities for sustainable economic growth and deeper commercial engagement.

Canada’s Perspective: India as a Strategic Partner

Importance in the Indo-Pacific Strategy

India occupies a central position in Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy.
As global supply chains undergo transformation, Canada seeks to diversify its economic and
strategic partnerships.
India’s expanding economic influence and strategic location make it a crucial partner for Canada’s
long-term interests in the region.

Emerging Areas of Cooperation

Collaboration in uranium, renewable energy, critical minerals, and resilient supply chains
demonstrates the growing strategic significance of the bilateral relationship.
These sectors not only support economic growth but also contribute to energy security and
technological advancement.

Investment and Business Linkages

Two-Way Investment Flows

The investment relationship between the two countries has strengthened considerably.
Indian companies have created employment opportunities in Canada across sectors such as
technology, manufacturing, mining, and life sciences.
Simultaneously, Canadian pension funds and investors have contributed significantly to India’s
infrastructure, logistics, digital economy, financial services, and renewable energy sectors.

Strengthening Commercial Confidence

These investment flows reflect mutual trust and long-term confidence.
Greater business-to-business engagement can further enhance innovation, productivity, and economic
resilience in both countries.
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The Indian Diaspora: A Strategic Bridge

Contributions to Canadian Society

The Indian diaspora has played a significant role in Canada’s economic and social development.
Entrepreneurs, professionals, academics, students, and community leaders of Indian origin have
contributed to various sectors while promoting diversity and multiculturalism.

Facilitating Bilateral Cooperation

Beyond cultural connections, the diaspora serves as a bridge for trade, investment, innovation, talent
exchange, and educational collaboration.
Its presence strengthens people-to-people ties and enhances mutual understanding between the two
nations.

Strengthening Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific

Shared Strategic Objectives

India and Canada support a free, open, inclusive, and rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific
region.
Both countries recognize the importance of regional stability, economic connectivity, and sustainable
development.

Collaboration in Emerging Sectors

Cooperation in maritime security, artificial intelligence, climate action, advanced technologies,
and resilient supply networks can contribute to both national prosperity and regional security.
Such collaboration enhances the ability of both countries to address emerging global challenges.

The Path Forward

Expanding Inclusive Growth

To maximise the benefits of the partnership, greater participation by small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) is essential.
SMEs form the backbone of both economies and possess significant potential to expand bilateral trade
and investment.

Sustaining Long-Term Engagement

Continued diplomatic dialogue, stronger commercial partnerships, and enhanced people-to-people
connections will be crucial for sustaining momentum and ensuring long-term success.
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Conclusion

India and Canada possess the foundations necessary for a strong and enduring partnership.
Shared commitments to democracy, multiculturalism, innovation, economic development, and regional
stability provide a solid basis for cooperation.
By deepening collaboration in trade, investment, technology, energy, and strategic affairs, both countries can
build one of the most influential bilateral partnerships of the coming decade, contributing to greater
prosperity and stability across the Indo-Pacific and beyond.

Shaping the Next Chapter in India-Canada Relations FAQs

Q1. Why is the India–Canada partnership becoming important?

Ans. The India–Canada partnership is becoming important because both countries share common values and
complementary economic strengths.

Q2. What is the purpose of the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)?

Ans. The purpose of the CEPA is to increase trade, investment, and economic cooperation between India and
Canada.

Q3. How does the Indian diaspora contribute to bilateral relations?

Ans. The Indian diaspora strengthens bilateral relations by promoting trade, investment, innovation, and cultural
exchange.

Q4. Why is India significant to Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy?

Ans. India is significant to Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy because of its growing economy, strategic location, and
regional influence.

Q5. In which areas can India and Canada expand cooperation?

Ans. India and Canada can expand cooperation in clean energy, technology, maritime security, artificial
intelligence, and resilient supply chains.

Source: The Hindu

Towards a Dialogue on Adolescent Sexuality

Context

The Supreme Court’s decision to permit the medical termination of pregnancy at 28 weeks in the case of an
unwed minor has reignited debates surrounding reproductive autonomy, fetal viability, medical ethics, and
adolescent sexuality.
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While the Court prioritised the mental and physical well-being of the minor, the case also highlighted
complex ethical dilemmas for healthcare professionals and exposed deeper shortcomings in India’s
approach to adolescent sexual health.
The issue extends beyond abortion law and underscores the need for a more informed and balanced policy
framework.

Ethical Dimensions of Late-Term Pregnancy Termination

Balancing Reproductive Rights and Fetal Viability

At 28 weeks of gestation, a fetus has crossed the threshold of viability, meaning it has a significant
chance of surviving outside the womb with medical support.
Medical experts expressed concerns that terminating the pregnancy at this stage could result in the
delivery of a living child facing severe medical complications, long-term disabilities, and
prolonged dependence on neonatal care.
Despite these concerns, the Court gave greater weight to the minor’s mental health, dignity, and
right to make decisions concerning her body.
The judgment reflects the difficult balance between protecting reproductive rights and addressing
concerns related to a viable fetus.

The Ethical Burden on Medical Professionals

In early-stage abortions, medical professionals primarily owe a duty of care to the pregnant woman.
However, when a fetus is potentially viable, doctors may perceive obligations towards both the woman
and the child likely to be born alive.
Consequently, such procedures resemble premature deliveries rather than conventional abortions.
Although legal protection is provided through judicial orders, the associated moral responsibility,
ethical dilemmas, and emotional burden on healthcare professionals remain significant.

The Structural Challenge of Adolescent Sexuality

Criminalisation and Social Reality

The pregnancy reportedly resulted from a de-facto consensual relationship between a 15-year-old
girl and her 17-year-old partner.
However, under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO), all sexual activity
involving minors is criminalized irrespective of consent.
This blanket approach fails to distinguish between sexual exploitation and consensual adolescent
relationships.
Studies have consistently shown that a substantial proportion of POCSO cases arise from consensual
interactions among adolescents rather than coercive or exploitative situations.
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Failure of Deterrence

There is little evidence that strict criminalisation effectively prevents adolescent sexual activity.
Similar experiences from other countries indicate that punitive measures and abstinence-only
approaches do not eliminate teenage sexual behaviour.
Instead, they often drive such relationships underground, increasing vulnerability and reducing access
to support systems.

Inadequate Sexual Health Education

Absence of Comprehensive Sex Education

A major factor contributing to unintended adolescent pregnancies is the lack of comprehensive sex
education.
Many young people receive little information about safe sex, contraception, menstruation,
pregnancy, and sexually transmitted diseases.
Discussions on sexuality often remain stigmatized, while public policies and social attitudes discourage
open engagement with these issues.
As a result, adolescents frequently lack the knowledge necessary to make informed and responsible
decisions.

Consequences of Social Stigma

The dominant response to adolescent sexuality is often reduced to a simple message: don’t do it.
Such an approach neither acknowledges social realities nor equips young people with practical
knowledge.
The combination of silence, stigma, and inadequate education contributes to unintended pregnancies
and delayed medical intervention.

The Way Forward

Adopting a Nuanced Approach

A more balanced framework should distinguish consensual adolescent relationships from cases of
abuse and exploitation.
Strong legal safeguards against child sexual abuse must continue, but they should not obscure the
realities of adolescent behaviour.

Promoting Awareness and Education

Greater emphasis on sexual health awareness, reproductive health education, and responsible
decision-making is essential.
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Schools, families, healthcare institutions, and policymakers must work together to provide accurate
information and encourage informed choices.

Focusing on Long-Term Reform

Addressing adolescent well-being requires sustained investment in education, counselling, healthcare
access, and awareness campaigns.
Such measures may not produce immediate political gains, but they offer a more effective and
humane solution than reliance on criminalisation alone.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court’s decision highlights the complex intersection of reproductive rights, fetal interests,
medical ethics, and adolescent welfare.
While the judgment sought to protect a vulnerable minor, it also exposed broader structural deficiencies in
India’s treatment of adolescent sexuality.
A meaningful response requires moving beyond prohibition and silence towards a framework rooted in
education, awareness, compassion, and evidence-based policy.
Only through such an approach can the health, dignity, and future of young people be effectively
safeguarded.

Towards a Dialogue on Adolescent Sexuality FAQs

Q1. Why did the Supreme Court allow the termination of pregnancy at 28 weeks?
Ans. The Supreme Court allowed the termination to protect the mental health, well-being, and reproductive
autonomy of the minor.

Q2. Why did doctors oppose the immediate termination of the pregnancy?
Ans. Doctors opposed it because the fetus was viable and could be born alive with serious medical complications.

Q3. What ethical challenge do doctors face in such cases?
Ans. Doctors face the ethical challenge of balancing their duty toward the pregnant woman and the viable fetus.

Q4. Why is the criminalisation of adolescent sexual activity criticized?
Ans. It is criticized because it fails to distinguish between consensual adolescent relationships and sexual
exploitation.

Q5. What solution is suggested to prevent similar cases in the future?
Ans. Comprehensive sex education and greater awareness of reproductive health are suggested as long-term
solutions.

Source: The Hindu

India–Oman CEPA – Expanding Trade, Jobs and Strategic Partnership
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Context

The India–Oman Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), effective from June 1, marks a
significant step in India’s trade diplomacy.
The agreement aims to deepen economic integration, enhance market access, promote employment
generation, and strengthen strategic ties between the two countries.
It aligns with India’s broader objective of leveraging free trade agreements (FTAs) for economic growth and
global competitiveness.

India–Oman Economic Relationship

India and Oman share longstanding historical, commercial, and cultural ties.
Oman hosts nearly 7 lakh Indians, including merchant communities with centuries-old roots.
Indian workers remit around $2 billion annually, while over 6,000 Indian enterprises operate in Oman,
making it an important economic partner in the Gulf region.

Key Features of the CEPA

Enhanced market access:

Oman will provide 100% duty-free access on 98% of tariff lines, covering 99.38% of India’s exports.
Prior to CEPA, only 15.3% of Indian exports entered Oman at zero duty.
Indian goods previously facing a 5% import duty will now enjoy greater price competitiveness.

Diversification of export markets:

The agreement helps Indian exporters reduce dependence on traditional markets facing economic
slowdown and rising protectionism.
It strengthens India’s integration into global value chains and improves export resilience amid
geopolitical uncertainties.

Boost for MSMEs and manufacturing

The agreement is expected to be particularly beneficial for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (
MSMEs), which dominate several export-oriented sectors:

Iron and steel
Textiles and garments
Leather products
Auto components
Industrial machinery and equipment

Greater export demand is likely to stimulate production, investment, and employment generation
across these sectors.

Employment Generation in Labour-Intensive Sectors
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Textiles and apparel:

Higher exports are expected to boost manufacturing activity in major clusters such as Tirupur, Surat,
Ludhiana, Panipat, Coimbatore, Karur, Bhadohi, Moradabad, Jaipur, and Ahmedabad.
Traditional artisans and weavers are also likely to benefit from expanded international demand.

Leather and footwear:

The sector is expected to witness employment growth across major production centres in Tamil Nadu,
UP, West Bengal, Maharashtra, Punjab, Karnataka, and MP.

Gems and jewellery:

Removal of tariff barriers gives Indian exporters a competitive advantage over rivals.
Industry estimates suggest an increase of about $150 million in exports over the next three years,
creating employment opportunities in jewellery clusters of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, and West Bengal.

Benefits for Farmers and Fishermen

Protection of sensitive agricultural sectors:

India has withheld tariff concessions on sensitive products such as wheat, rice, maize and millets, dairy
products, fruits and vegetables, etc.
This safeguards domestic farmers from import competition.

Export opportunities:

India gains competitive advantages in exports of butter, honey, sweet biscuits, eggs, etc. This could
raise farm incomes and stimulate rural economic activity.

Organic agriculture:

The agreement recognizes India’s National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP) certification,
facilitating easier access for Indian organic products to Oman, a major food-importing nation.

Marine products:

India’s share in Oman’s marine imports remains low despite substantial market potential.
Increased exports of shrimp, frozen cuttlefish, and other seafood products can generate employment
in fishing, processing, packaging, cold-chain logistics, etc.

Opportunities for Pharmaceuticals and Traditional Medicine
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Pharmaceutical sector:

A major provision allows Indian medicines approved by leading regulators such as USFDA, to receive
automatic marketing authorization.
This will significantly improve market access for Indian pharmaceutical companies.

Traditional medicine:

The agreement promotes cooperation and joint research in traditional medicine, opening opportunities
for the internationalization of India’s traditional healthcare systems.

Services Trade and Mobility of Professionals

Market access in services:

Oman has made meaningful commitments in sectors where India has comparative advantages (IT and
computer services, education, healthcare, tourism, etc).

Mobility provisions:

The CEPA improves movement of Indian professionals and workers, for example, the ceiling for intra-
corporate transferees has been raised from 20% to 50%.
These measures are expected to enhance overseas employment opportunities for skilled Indian
professionals.

Strategic Significance of India–Oman CEPA

Strengthens: India’s engagement with the Gulf region.
Supports: The diversification of trade partnerships amid rising global protectionism.
Enhances: Economic security through wider export markets.
Reinforces: India’s vision of becoming a globally integrated manufacturing and services hub.
Demonstrates: The increasing role of trade agreements as instruments of economic diplomacy and
strategic influence.

Conclusion

The India–Oman CEPA represents more than a conventional trade agreement.
It reflects India’s broader strategy of pursuing growth through trade integration, competitiveness, and
international partnerships in an increasingly fragmented global economy.

India–Oman CEPA FAQs

Q1. How does the India–Oman CEPA support India’s MSME sector?

Ans. It provides duty-free access to Oman for most Indian exports.
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Q2. What safeguards has India incorporated in the India–Oman CEPA to protect domestic agriculture?

Ans. India has excluded sensitive agricultural products such as wheat, rice, millets, dairy products, fruits,
vegetables, etc.

Q3. How can the India–Oman CEPA contribute to employment generation in India?

Ans. The agreement boosts exports from labour-intensive sectors such as textiles, leather, marine products, food
processing, etc.

Q4. What is the significance of the recognition of India’s NPOP under the CEPA?

Ans. Recognition of NPOP certification facilitates easier market access for Indian organic products in Oman.

Q5. In what ways does the India–Oman CEPA strengthen India’s services exports and skilled workforce mobility?

Ans. It provides improved market access in IT, healthcare, education, and professional services while easing
temporary movement.

Source: IE
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