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Africa is the second largest continent in the world with an area of about 30.36 million sq. km, covering nearly
20.4% of Earth’s land surface and about 6% of the planet’s total surface area. It is regarded as the oldest inhabited
continent and often called the “Mother Continent”. It is known for its immense geographical diversity, rich natural
resources, young population, vast deserts, major river systems, extensive plateaus, tropical forests and strategic

location connecting Europe, Asia and the Atlantic and Indian Oceans.

Africa

Africa is a continent of exceptional geographical diversity, resource wealth, demographic growth and global

strategic importance.

e Location and Extent: Africa extends roughly from Latitudes 37°21'N to 34°51'15"S and Longitude
51°27°52"E to 17°33'22"W. It is the only continent crossed by the Equator, Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of

Capricorn.
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¢ Area and Size: Africa is the second largest continent after Asia and covers about 30,365,000 sq. km. It is
approximately nine times larger than India.

¢ Boundaries: Africa is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea in the north, Atlantic Ocean in the west, Indian
Ocean in the east and Red Sea in the northeast.

e Strategic Position: The continent is connected to Asia through the Isthmus of Suez and separated from
Europe by the Mediterranean Sea and Strait of Gibraltar.

e Hemispheric Presence: Africa lies in all four hemispheres and is almost equally divided by the Equator,
giving it diverse climatic and ecological conditions.

e Time Zone: Africa has 6 standard time zones extending from UTC -01:00 to UTC +04:00.

¢ Unique Geographical Feature: The Greenwich Meridian passes through western Africa and the continent
contains the point where 0° latitude and 0° longitude meet near the Gulf of Guinea.

« Political Composition: Africa consists of 54 internationally recognized sovereign countries and is one of the
most politically diverse regions of the world.

e Largest and Smallest Countries: Algeria is Africa’s largest country by area, Nigeria has the largest
population, while Seychelles is the smallest African country.

e Physical Characteristics: The continent is dominated by plateaus, deserts, river basins, rift valleys,
volcanic mountains and extensive savanna grasslands.

e Major Urban Centres: Lagos, Cairo, Kinshasa, Johannesburg, Luanda, Dar es Salaam and other cities are
emerging as major economic and demographic centres.

o« Natural Resource Wealth: Africa possesses large reserves of petroleum, natural gas, gold, diamonds,
cobalt, copper, manganese, uranium, platinum and rare earth minerals.

e Environmental Importance: The Congo Basin rainforest, Sahara Desert, African Great Lakes and East
African Rift Valley are globally significant environmental regions.

o Economic Importance: Agriculture, mining, energy production, manufacturing, tourism and services form
the backbone of African economies.

« Geopolitical Significance: Africa plays a major role in climate negotiations, global trade, resource supply

chains, maritime security and international governance institutions.

Africa Regional Divisions

Africa is commonly divided into six major physiographic and geographical regions with distinct landscapes, cultures

and economies.

Northern Africa

Northern Africa contains extensive deserts, Mediterranean coasts and some of Africa’s oldest civilizations.

 Regional Extent: Northern Africa includes Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Sudan, Western Sahara,
Ceuta, Melilla, Canary Islands and related territories extending across the Mediterranean fringe.
¢ Dominant Landscape: The Sahara Desert occupies much of the region, making it one of the driest and

hottest areas on Earth.
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¢ Climate Characteristics: Mediterranean climate occurs along coastal belts while hot desert conditions
dominate interior regions.

o Economic Activities: Petroleum, natural gas, phosphate mining, tourism, agriculture and maritime trade
are major economic sectors.

e Strategic Importance: The region controls access between Europe, Africa and Asia through the Suez Canal

and Mediterranean maritime routes.

Northeast Africa

Northeast Africa is commonly known as the Horn of Africa and projects into the Arabian Sea.

e Countries Included: Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia form the core countries of Northeast Africa.

 Geographical Position: The region lies along the southern coast of the Gulf of Aden and occupies a highly
strategic maritime location.

o Ethiopian Highlands: The Ethiopian Highlands dominate the landscape and contain some of Africa’s
highest elevations.

e Climate Diversity: Conditions range from semi arid and desert environments to cooler highland climates.

o Strategic Waterway: The Bab-el-Mandeb Strait links the Red Sea with the Gulf of Aden and is one of the

world’s busiest shipping routes.

Eastern Africa

Eastern Africa stretches from the Horn of Africa southward to Mozambique and surrounding island territories.

e Countries Included: Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, South Sudan, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi,
Mozambique and several island states form Eastern Africa.

o Rift Valley Region: The East African Rift System creates dramatic landscapes including volcanoes,
escarpments and deep lakes.

¢ Great Lakes Region: Lake Victoria, Tanganyika, Malawi and other lakes provide freshwater resources and
transportation routes.

¢ Biodiversity Importance: Savannas, national parks and wildlife reserves support globally significant
biodiversity.

o« Economic Activities: Agriculture, tourism, fishing, livestock rearing and mineral extraction contribute

substantially to regional economies.

Central Africa

Central Africa occupies the middle portion of the continent and contains vast rainforest ecosystems.

e Countries Included: Angola, Cameroon, Chad, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Republic of Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Sdo Tomé and Principe.

e Congo Basin: The Congo Basin forms the largest rainforest region in Africa and one of the world’s largest
carbon sinks.

e River Network: The Congo River system supports transportation, hydropower and biodiversity.
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e Mineral Resources: Copper, cobalt, diamonds, petroleum and timber resources are abundant throughout
the region.
¢ Ecological Significance: Tropical forests support thousands of plant and animal species found nowhere

else.

Southern Africa

Southern Africa occupies the southernmost part of the continent and contains extensive plateaus and mineral rich

regions.

e Countries Included: South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho and Eswatini form the core Southern African
region.

¢ Physical Features: The Kalahari Desert, Namib Desert and Drakensberg Mountains dominate the regional
landscape.

e Mineral Wealth: Gold, diamonds, platinum, uranium and manganese deposits contribute significantly to
economic activity.

e Agricultural Activities: Livestock rearing, commercial farming and viticulture are important sectors.

¢ Industrial Development: South Africa serves as the principal industrial and manufacturing hub of the

region.

Western Africa

Western Africa occupies the Atlantic facing section of the continent and includes diverse ecological zones.

e Countries Included: Nigeria, Ghana, Senegal, Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, Benin, Togo, Liberia, Sierra Leone,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Gambia, Mauritania and Cape Verde.

e Ecological Diversity: Landscapes range from humid coastal forests to Sahelian semi arid grasslands.

e Population Concentration: Nigeria is Africa’s most populous country and a major economic centre.

o Economic Activities: Agriculture, petroleum production, cocoa cultivation, gold mining and trade dominate
regional economies.

¢ Gulf of Guinea Importance: The Gulf of Guinea is one of Africa’s most important maritime and energy

producing regions.

Climates of Africa

Africa’s climatic patterns are strongly influenced by latitude, altitude and distance from oceans.

¢ Equatorial Climate: Found around the Congo Basin, this climate experiences high temperatures and heavy
rainfall throughout the year, supporting dense tropical rainforests.

e Tropical Rainforests: These forests contain multiple vegetation layers and valuable species such as
mahogany, ebony, teak, oil palm, rubber and numerous tropical plants.

e Tropical Savanna Climate: Also called Sudan Type Climate, extensive regions north and south of
equatorial forests experience seasonal rainfall and support grasslands with scattered trees. Savanna

Vegetation covers nearly one-third of Africa, savannas contain elephant grass, acacia trees, shrubs and
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important wildlife habitats.

e Steppe Climate: Semi arid regions receive limited rainfall and support short grasses, thorny shrubs, acacia
trees and drought resistant vegetation.

e Desert Climate: Sahara, Namib, Nubian and parts of Kalahari experience extremely low rainfall, high
evaporation and sparse vegetation.

e Climate Challenges: Droughts, desertification, floods and climate variability increasingly affect

agriculture, water resources and ecosystems across Africa.

Physical Divisions of Africa

Africa is often called the “Plateau Continent” because most of its surface consists of elevated plateaus and

tablelands.

« Major Physical Regions: Africa contains eight major physical regions namely the Sahara, Sahel, Ethiopian
Highlands, Savanna, Swahili Coast, Rain Forest, African Great Lakes and Southern Africa.

o Plateau Dominance: Most of Africa consists of steep sided plateaus that rise sharply from coastal plains
and form the continent’s dominant landform.

e« Sahara Region: Covering much of North Africa, the Sahara is the world’s largest hot desert and contains
sand dunes, rocky plateaus, gravel plains and oasis depressions.

e Sahel Region: The Sahel forms a transitional belt between the Sahara Desert and Sudanian Savanna,
extending from Senegal to Eritrea across northern Africa.

e Ethiopian Highlands: This volcanic highland region forms Africa’s largest continuous elevated area and
serves as the source region of the Blue Nile.

e Savanna Region: Vast tropical grasslands occupy large areas of East, Central and Southern Africa and
support rich wildlife populations.

e Congo Basin: Located in Central Africa, the basin contains extensive tropical rainforests and the continent’s
second largest river system.

¢ African Great Lakes Region: This region includes Lake Victoria, Tanganyika, Malawi and several Rift Valley
lakes formed by tectonic activity.

e Swahili Coast: Stretching along East Africa, this coastal region has historically served as an important
centre of Indian Ocean trade.

e Southern Africa Region: Characterized by plateaus, deserts, escarpments and mineral rich landscapes,
Southern Africa forms the continent’s southern physical division.

e Great Rift Valley: One of the world’s most remarkable tectonic features, it extends through eastern Africa
with associated volcanoes, lakes and escarpments.

e Coastal Plains: Africa possesses relatively narrow coastal plains compared to other continents due to its

steep plateau edges.

Mountains in Africa

Africa contains fold mountains, volcanic mountains, escarpments and highland systems that significantly influence

climate, rivers and settlement.
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e Atlas Mountains: Extending about 2,400 km across Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, these fold mountains
separate the Mediterranean coastal region from the Sahara Desert.

o Atlas Mountain Divisions: The range includes High Atlas, Middle Atlas, Anti Atlas, Sahara Atlas and
Maritime Atlas sections with varying elevations and landscapes.

¢ Jebel Toubkal: Standing at 4,165 m in the High Atlas, Jebel Toubkal is the highest peak of the Atlas
Mountain system.

o Ethiopian Highlands: These volcanic highlands are Africa’s largest elevated region and are divided by the
Great Rift Valley into separate sections.

¢ Ras Dashan: Rising to 4,620 m, Ras Dashan is the highest peak of the Ethiopian Highlands and Africa’s third
highest mountain.

¢ Mount Kilimanjaro: Located in Tanzania, Kilimanjaro is Africa’s highest mountain at 5,895 m and consists
of the volcanic cones Kibo, Mawenzi and Shira.

o Kilimanjaro Features: It is the world’s tallest free standing mountain and remains snow capped despite
being only about 322 km from the Equator.

e Mount Kenya: Africa’s second highest mountain rises to 5,199 m at Batian Peak and is located south of the
Equator in central Kenya.

¢ Mount Kenya Peaks: Batian, Nelion and Lenana form the principal summits of this extinct volcanic
mountain.

¢ Ruwenzori Mountains: Located along the Uganda-Congo border, these mountains are known as the
“Mountains of the Moon.”

e Mount Stanley: Margherita Peak on Mount Stanley reaches 5,109-5,119 m, making it one of Africa’s highest
summits.

e Mount Elgon: This extinct volcano on the Kenya-Uganda border rises above 4,200 m and contains a large
crater approximately 8 km wide.

e Drakensberg Mountains: The highest mountain system of Southern Africa stretches for nearly 1,000 km
along eastern South Africa.

e Thabana Ntlenyana: At 3,482 m, this peak is the highest point in both the Drakensberg range and Lesotho.

e Mount Cameroon: Rising to about 4,070 m, Mount Cameroon is Africa’s most active volcano and
dominates the Cameroonian coastline.

e Tibesti Massif: Located in northern Chad, this volcanic mountain region rises above the Sahara Desert with
elevations reaching about 3,400 m.

o Ahaggar Mountains: Also known as the Hoggar Mountains, these volcanic highlands lie in southern Algeria
near the Tropic of Cancer.

e Mount Tahat: The highest peak of the Ahaggar Mountains reaches approximately 2,918 m above sea level.

e Mount Sinai: This important desert mountain is located in Egypt and forms part of the northeastern
highland landscape.

« Bomi and Nimba Hills: Located in Liberia, these hills are notable for their rich iron ore deposits and mining

activities.

Rivers in Africa
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Africa’s rivers support agriculture, transport, hydroelectricity, fisheries and human settlements across diverse
climatic zones. These rivers provide water resources, navigation routes, fertile floodplains and hydropower

potential.

¢ River Nile: The Nile is the world’s longest river and flows northward through several countries before
entering the Mediterranean Sea.
o White Nile Source: The White Nile originates from streams associated with Lake Victoria, Lake Albert
and the Ruwenzori region.
o Blue Nile Source: The Blue Nile begins at Lake Tana in the Ethiopian Highlands and joins the White Nile
at Khartoum.
o Nile Importance: The river supports irrigation, transportation, agriculture and urban development
across Sudan and Egypt.
o Major Nile Cities: Cairo, Giza, Khartoum, Alexandria and Port Said are important urban centres
associated with the Nile system.
o Aswan Dam: Built on the Nile in Egypt, the Aswan Dam created Lake Nasser and supports irrigation,
flood control and power generation.
e River Congo: The Congo, also known as the Zaire, is Africa’s second longest river and one of the world’s
largest rivers by discharge.
o Congo Origin: The river originates from the Katanga Plateau region and eventually empties into the
Atlantic Ocean.
o Congo Basin: One of the wettest regions on Earth, the basin contains dense tropical rainforest and
exceptional biodiversity.
o Congo Unique Feature: The Congo River crosses the Equator twice during its course through Central
Africa.
o Boyoma Falls: This major waterfall system occurs along the Congo River and limits navigability in some
sections.
e River Niger: The principal river of West Africa rises in the Fouta Djallon Highlands and forms a broad arc
before entering the Gulf of Guinea.
o Niger Importance: The river supports agriculture, fishing, transportation and hydroelectric

development across West Africa.

River Zambezi: Flowing into the Indian Ocean, the Zambezi is one of Southern Africa’s most important rivers.

o Victoria Falls: Located on the Zambezi River between Zambia and Zimbabwe, Victoria Falls is among
the world’s largest waterfalls.
e River Limpopo: This river flows eastward into the Indian Ocean and crosses the Tropic of Capricorn twice.
e River Orange: Originating in the Drakensberg Mountains, the Orange River flows westward into the Atlantic
Ocean.
e Chari River: The Chari River drains into Lake Chad and forms the principal river system of the inland
drainage basin.

e Volta River: The Volta River supports one of Africa’s largest artificial lakes, Lake Volta, in Ghana.

Deserts in Africa
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Africa contains some of the world’s largest, oldest and most diverse desert landscapes.

e Sahara Desert: The Sahara is the world’s largest hot desert and stretches across North Africa from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea.
o Sahara Extent: Covering approximately 3.32 million sq. miles, the Sahara occupies large parts of
Algeria, Libya, Egypt, Chad, Mali, Niger, Sudan and neighbouring countries.
o Sahara Landforms: Erg sand seas, hammadas, serirs, chotts, dayas, mountain ranges and oasis
depressions characterize the desert landscape.
o Tuareg Communities: The Tuareg people are among the best known traditional inhabitants of the
Sahara region.
e Libyan Desert: Located in northeastern Africa, this arid region forms part of the greater Sahara Desert
system.
o Serir Landscape: The Libyan Desert contains extensive stony surfaces covered by gravel, pebbles and
weathered rock fragments.
e Nubian Desert: Situated between the Nile River and Red Sea, the Nubian Desert forms the eastern
extension of the Sahara.
o Nubian Characteristics: It receives almost no rainfall and contains vast rocky terrain with extremely
limited vegetation.
o Arabian Desert: Northeastern Egypt contains portions of the Arabian Desert characterized by arid climatic
conditions.
e Namib Desert: Running about 1,600 km along Namibia’s Atlantic coast, the Namib is considered the world’s
oldest desert.
o Namib Formation: The cold Benguela Current and offshore trade winds contribute significantly to its
dry climatic conditions.
o Namib Features: Towering sand dunes, fog influenced ecosystems and coastal desert landscapes
define this UNESCO recognized region.
e Kalahari Desert: Covering around 350,000 sqg. miles, the Kalahari extends across Botswana, Namibia,
Angola, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
o Kalahari Nature: Unlike the Sahara, the Kalahari is generally classified as a semi desert with seasonal
vegetation.
o Indigenous Communities: The Bushmen or San people are among the oldest surviving indigenous
groups associated with the Kalahari region.
o Diamond Resources: The Kalahari region is internationally known for significant diamond deposits and
mining activities.
e Desert Significance: African deserts influence climate patterns, biodiversity, migration routes and
economic activities across the continent.
e Desert Fringe Cities: Timbuktu, Kano, Zinder and several other settlements developed along the margins

of desert regions.

Lakes in Africa
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Africa contains some of the world’s largest, deepest and most significant freshwater lakes that support millions of

people and diverse ecosystems.

e Lake Victoria: Covering about 68,880 sq. km, Lake Victoria is Africa’s largest lake, the source of the White
Nile and the world’s second largest freshwater lake by surface area. Shared by Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania,
the Equator passes through the lake, which contains numerous islands, fisheries and rich biodiversity.

o Lake Tanganyika: Located within the East African Rift system, Lake Tanganyika is Africa’s second largest
lake and the world’s second deepest lake at about 1,435 m. The lake lies between Tanzania, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Zambia and Burundi and contains one of the world’s largest freshwater reserves.

o Lake Malawi (Nyasa): This Rift Valley lake is shared by Malawi, Mozambique and Tanzania and ranks
among Africa’s largest freshwater bodies. The lake supports fisheries, transportation and a remarkable
diversity of endemic fish species.

¢ Lake Chad: Situated on the southern edge of the Sahara Desert, Lake Chad is a shallow freshwater lake fed
mainly by the Chari River. It represents an inland drainage basin and is an example of a deflation hollow
formed through wind erosion processes.

e Lake Tana: Located on the Ethiopian Highlands, Lake Tana serves as the source of the Blue Nile River.

o Lake Albert: Positioned within the Western Rift Valley, Lake Albert receives drainage from Lake Edward and
contributes to the Nile River system.

o Lake Edward: Situated between Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo, this Rift Valley lake drains
northward into Lake Albert.

e Lake Kivu: Located between Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo, Lake Kivu drains through the
Ruzizi River.

e Lake Turkana: Formerly called Lake Rudolf, this alkaline Rift Valley lake lies mainly in Kenya and is one of
Africa’s most distinctive desert lakes.

¢ Lake Kariba: Created on the Zambezi River, Lake Kariba is among Africa’s largest man made lakes and a
major source of hydroelectric power.

e Lake Nasser: Formed by the Aswan Dam on the Nile River, this artificial lake extends across Egypt and
Sudan.

¢ Lake Volta: Located in Ghana, Lake Volta is one of the world’s largest artificial lakes and
supports fishing, transportation and electricity generation.

o Lake Mweru: Situated along the border of Zambia and the Democratic Republic of Congo, it is an important
freshwater resource.

e Lake Assal: Located in Djibouti, Lake Assal marks the lowest point in Africa and is one of the continent’s

most unique geological features.

Plateaus in Africa

Plateaus dominate the African landscape and have earned Africa the title of the “Plateau Continent.” Most African
plateaus have steep coastal edges and gently sloping interiors, creating the continent’s characteristic saucer

shaped relief.

e South African Plateau: Extending across southern Africa, this plateau is bounded by high escarpments and

connected northeastward to the East African Plateau.
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o East African Plateau: This elevated region contains mountains, valleys, volcanoes, lakes and tectonic
depressions associated with the Great Rift Valley.

o Ethiopian Plateau: Formed largely through volcanic activity, it represents one of the highest and most
extensive plateau regions in Africa. Lake Tana, the source of the Blue Nile, is situated on this plateau, which
experiences relatively cool temperatures despite its tropical location.

o« Katanga Plateau: Located in the Democratic Republic of Congo, this plateau is internationally important for
copper, uranium and diamond resources. Mining, farming and cattle rearing are major activities supported by
the plateau’s mineral wealth and fertile lands.

e Bie Plateau: Found in Angola, the Bie Plateau supports agriculture, livestock rearing and important mineral
extraction activities.

¢ Adamawa Plateau: Located in Central Africa, this plateau contains savanna vegetation and notable bauxite
deposits.

¢ Jos Plateau: Situated in Nigeria, the Jos Plateau rises above 1,500 m and is famous for extensive tin
deposits.

e Great Karoo: This semi desert plateau region of Southern Africa forms an important component of the
continent’s interior landscape.

« Plateau Influence: African plateaus control river flow patterns, climate conditions, agricultural activities and

population distribution.

Other Physical Features of Africa

Africa possesses numerous important islands, valleys, waterfalls, seas, gulfs, channels and coastal regions that

contribute to its geographical diversity.

e Madagascar: Located in the Indian Ocean, Madagascar is Africa’s largest island and one of the world’s
most important biodiversity hotspots.

e Seychelles: This island nation is the smallest country in Africa and is situated in the western Indian Ocean.

e Mauritius: Located east of Madagascar, Mauritius is an important island state known for tourism and
maritime trade.

¢ Comoros: Situated between Madagascar and Mozambique, the Comoros Islands occupy a strategic position
in the Indian Ocean.

e Réunion: This volcanic island east of Madagascar is an overseas department of France.

o Canary Islands: Located off the northwestern African coast in the Atlantic Ocean, these islands belong to
Spain.

e Madeira: Situated in the Atlantic Ocean west of Morocco, Madeira is an autonomous region of Portugal.

e Cape Verde: This Atlantic island nation lies off the coast of West Africa and serves as an important maritime
location.

e Zanzibar: Located off the coast of Tanzania, Zanzibar has historically been a major centre of Indian Ocean
trade.

e Saint Helena: This South Atlantic island is famous as the place where Napoleon Bonaparte spent his

exile.
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e Ascension Island: This British overseas territory serves important military and communication functions in
the Atlantic Ocean.

e Tristan da Cunha: Considered one of the most remote inhabited islands in the world, it lies in the South
Atlantic Ocean.

o Great Rift Valley: Extending through Eastern Africa, this tectonic feature contains deep valleys, volcanoes,
escarpments and Rift Valley lakes.

e Congo Basin: One of the world’s largest drainage basins, it contains extensive tropical rainforests and vast
freshwater resources.

e Gulf of Guinea: Located along West Africa’s Atlantic coast, it is one of Africa’s most important oil producing
and maritime regions.

¢ Mozambique Channel: This channel separates Madagascar from Mozambique and connects important
Indian Ocean shipping routes.

¢ Mediterranean Sea: Forming Africa’s northern boundary, it separates the continent from Europe and
influences regional climate.

e Red Sea: Situated between Africa and Asia, the Red Sea serves as a major international shipping corridor.

e Strait of Gibraltar: This narrow waterway connects the Atlantic Ocean with the Mediterranean Sea and
separates Africa from Europe.

¢ Bab-el-Mandeb Strait: Linking the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, this strategic chokepoint separates Djibouti
from Yemen.

e Grain Coast: Located mainly along Liberia and Sierra Leone, this coastal region historically played a role in
maritime trade.

¢ Gold Coast: Present day Ghana was historically known as the Gold Coast because of its rich gold resources.

e lvory Coast: This coastal region became famous historically for ivory trade and later agricultural
production.

e Slave Coast: Parts of present day Togo, Benin and Nigeria formed the historical Slave Coast during trans
Atlantic trade periods.

e Victoria Falls: Located on the Zambezi River, this spectacular waterfall is among the largest and most
famous waterfalls in the world.

e Boyoma Falls: Situated on the Congo River, these falls create major navigation barriers and contribute to

regional hydropower potential.

Environment and Ecology of Africa

Africa possesses extraordinary ecological diversity, ranging from rainforests and savannas to deserts, supporting

rich flora and fauna.

e Vegetation Distribution: Forests cover about one-fifth of Africa’s land area, while woodlands, bushlands,
grasslands and thickets occupy about two-fifths and deserts with their margins account for the remaining
two-fifths.

o Ecological Factors: African vegetation is shaped mainly by rainfall, temperature, topography, soil
conditions, groundwater availability, fire incidence, livestock grazing, browsing and increasing human

activities.
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¢ Vegetation Diversity: African landscapes contain complex ecological mosaics where papyrus swamps,
grasslands, woodlands, forests and rocky succulents may occur within a few square miles.

e Tropical Rainforest Flora: Equatorial forests contain multi layered vegetation with mahogany, ebony, teak,
oil palms, rubber producing trees, orchids and lilies, forming some of Africa’s richest ecosystems.

e Savanna and Grassland Flora: Savannas support coarse grasses, elephant grass, scattered woodlands,
acacia trees and mixed vegetation adapted to alternating wet and dry seasons.

¢ Unique Wildlife Diversity: Africa possesses about 90 species of large hoofed mammals and nearly 2,000
freshwater fish species, giving it greater diversity of these groups than any other continent.

¢ Major Mammals: Characteristic African mammals include elephants, rhinoceroses, hippopotamuses,
giraffes, zebras, buffaloes and numerous antelope species such as eland, kudu, impala, gazelle and
springbok.

e Predators and Carnivores: Lions, leopards, cheetahs, wild dogs, hyenas, jackals, servals, foxes, civets and
mongooses play vital roles in maintaining ecological balance.

e Primates of Africa: Africa is home to chimpanzees, gorillas, baboons, Old World monkeys, galagos, pottos
and Madagascar’s highly diverse lemur populations.

e Bird Diversity: Nearly 1,500 resident bird species occur south of the Sahara, including ostrich, shoebill,
hammerkop, secretary bird, touracos, vultures, storks, eagles and owls.

¢ Aquatic and Reptilian Life: Crocodiles, tortoises, skinks, mambas, vipers, lungfish, bichirs, reedfish and the
ancient coelacanth highlight Africa’s remarkable reptile and aquatic biodiversity.

e Insect and Arthropod: Africa contains abundant butterflies, termites, dung beetles, safari ants, mantises,
spiders, scorpions, mosquitoes, locusts and tsetse flies that significantly influence ecosystems and human
activities.

e Ecological Interdependence: Wild herbivores such as zebra, wildebeest, hartebeest and gazelle graze
vegetation at different stages, creating balanced ecosystems and reducing competition.

e Environmental Challenges: Habitat destruction, forest clearing, overgrazing, poaching, agricultural
expansion, wildlife trade and human encroachment have significantly reduced populations of elephants,
rhinoceroses and several antelope species.

e Conservation Efforts: African countries have established national parks, game reserves, forest reserves
and transfrontier conservation areas to protect biodiversity and wildlife habitats.

e Protected Areas: Serengeti, Tsavo, Ngorongoro, Virunga, Kruger, Lake Nakuru, Lake Manyara and Great

Limpopo Transfrontier Park are among Africa’s most significant conservation landscapes.

Economic Activities of Africa

Africa possesses vast economic potential supported by agriculture, minerals, energy resources, manufacturing,

trade and a rapidly growing population.

« Economic Diversity: African economies range from resource based economies and agricultural systems to
industrial and service oriented economies.
e Agriculture: Agriculture remains the primary livelihood source for a large share of Africa’s population.
o Nile Valley Agriculture: Fertile lands along the Nile support cultivation despite surrounding desert

conditions.

Page 12 of 14


https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/grasslands-in-the-world/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/rhinoceros/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/gorillas/

o Major Food Crops: Wheat, maize, rice, barley and groundnuts are widely cultivated across various
African regions.
o Commercial Crops: Cotton, cocoa, coffee, tea, sugarcane, cloves, sisal, coconut and oil palm are major
cash crops.
¢ Livestock Rearing: Cattle, sheep and goats are extensively raised across savanna, steppe and
Mediterranean regions.
e Merino Sheep: Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia are known for rearing Merino sheep valued for high quality
wool production.
e« Mineral Wealth: Africa possesses significant reserves of gold, diamonds, copper, cobalt, uranium,
manganese, platinum and iron ore.
o Gold Production: South Africa, Ghana, Central African regions and other countries contain important
gold producing zones.
o Diamond Resources: Botswana, South Africa, Angola and the Democratic Republic of Congo are among
the world’s leading diamond producing regions.
o Copper Production: The Katanga Plateau and Zambia form one of the world’s most important copper
mining belts.
o Uranium Deposits: Significant uranium reserves occur in Namibia, Niger and several other African
countries.
o Critical Minerals: Africa possesses large global shares of cobalt, manganese, platinum and other
minerals essential for renewable energy technologies.
e Petroleum Resources: Major oil and gas reserves are found in Nigeria, Libya, Algeria, Angola and other
regions.
e Hydroelectric Potential: Rivers such as the Nile, Congo, Niger and Zambezi support large hydroelectric
projects.
o Kariba Hydropower: Lake Kariba is one of Africa’s most important hydroelectric power producing regions.
o Manufacturing Activities: Agro based industries produce sugar, textiles, tobacco products, edible oils and
processed agricultural goods.
e Heavy Industries: Iron and steel, cement and engineering industries are concentrated mainly in South
Africa and Egypt.
e Tourism Sector: Wildlife safaris, beaches, mountains, deserts and cultural heritage sites attract millions of
international visitors.
e Forestry Resources: Tropical forests provide timber, pulp, rubber, oil palm products and other valuable
forest resources.
¢ Fisheries: Lakes, rivers and coastal waters support important fishing industries and food security.
e Urban Economic Growth: Major cities such as Lagos, Cairo, Johannesburg, Kinshasa and Luanda function as
commercial and industrial centres.
¢ African Continental Free Trade Area: AfCFTA aims to strengthen regional trade, industrialization and
economic integration across the continent.
e Demographic Dividend Potential: Africa’s young population offers opportunities for future economic
growth if supported by education, healthcare and employment generation.
¢ Global Economic Significance: Africa’s natural resources, strategic location, expanding markets and

growing workforce make it one of the most important regions for future global economic development.

Page 13 of 14



Source: https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/africa/

© Vajiram & Ravi. For personal use only.

Page 14 of 14



