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Bharat Innovates is a flagship initiative of the Ministry of Education, Government of India, aimed at promoting
innovation and entrepreneurship emerging from Indian Higher Education Institutions (HEIs). The programme
serves as a global accelerator, connecting India’s innovation ecosystem, including startups, universities, research
laboratories, and research parks, with international stakeholders such as corporations, investors, incubators,
accelerators, universities, research organizations, governments, and overseas alumni. 

Bharat Innovates 2026

Bharat Innovates 2026 was announced by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India in February 2026 during the
inauguration of the India-France Year of Innovation and is scheduled to be held between 14-16 June 2026. The
initiative aims to strengthen global partnerships and foster collaboration between Indian innovators and
international leaders, CEOs, investors, and academic institutions, positioning India as a leading hub for innovation,
research, and technology-driven growth.

Bharat Innovates 2026 Objectives
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Bharat Innovates 2026 aims to strengthen India’s innovation ecosystem by promoting global collaboration,
supporting research-driven entrepreneurship, and accelerating innovations emerging from Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs).

Promote Innovation and Entrepreneurship by supporting innovative ideas, startups, and research
initiatives emerging from Higher Education Institutions (HEIs).
Strengthen Global Collaboration between India’s innovation ecosystem and international universities,
corporations, investors, and research organizations.
Accelerate Startup Growth by providing access to global markets, funding opportunities, mentorship, and
industry networks.
Encourage Research Commercialization by transforming academic research and technological
innovations into market-ready products and solutions.
Facilitate Technology Transfer through partnerships that enable the exchange of knowledge, expertise,
and advanced technologies.
Enhance Academia-Industry Linkages by fostering collaboration between educational institutions,
research centers, and industry stakeholders.
Attract International Investments to support innovation-driven enterprises, startups, and research-based
ventures in India.
Expand Global Market Access for Indian innovators and startups through international partnerships and
business opportunities.
Build a Sustainable Innovation Ecosystem that promotes long-term research, development, and
entrepreneurship-led economic growth.
Position India as a Global Innovation Hub by showcasing Indian talent, research capabilities, and
technological advancements on the world stage.

Bharat Innovates 2026 Eligibility Criteria

To participate in Bharat Innovates 2026, applicants must be associated with recognized innovation and research
ecosystems linked to the Ministry of Education’s Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) or Centrally Funded Technical
Institutes (CFTIs).

Student-Faculty Teams working in a research laboratory or pre-incubator at a Ministry of Education-
affiliated HEI or CFTI are eligible to apply.
Innovator Teams incubated at a Technology Innovation Center, Incubation Center, or Research
Park associated with an HEI/CFTI can participate.
Independent Innovators may apply if they are willing to establish a formal association with the
innovation infrastructure of an MoE-affiliated HEI or CFTI.
Startups and Ventures emerging from innovations must be legally registered in India.
For registered ventures, Indian founders must hold more than 51% ownership (equity) in the entity.
Applicants should have an innovation, technology, research, or startup-based project with potential
for growth, commercialization, or global collaboration.
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How to Apply for Bharat Innovates 2026?

Eligible startups, innovators, researchers, and Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) can apply for Bharat Innovates
2026 through the official application process announced by the Ministry of Education and designated implementing
agencies.

Visit the Official Portal at https://bharatinnovates.in/ and check the latest Bharat Innovates 2026
application notification.
Review the eligibility criteria for startups, innovators, researchers, and HEIs before applying.
Register Online using the required organizational or personal details.
Fill Out the Application Form with information about the innovation, startup, research project, or
institution.
Upload Supporting Documents, including project details, innovation summaries, and other required
certificates.
Submit the Application before the prescribed deadline.
Participate in the Evaluation Process, where applications are assessed by expert committees.
Await Selection Results based on innovation potential, scalability, technological impact, and global
relevance.
Selected Participants may receive opportunities for global networking, investor engagement, technology
validation, and international collaboration.

Bharat Innovates and India’s Innovation Ecosystem

Bharat Innovates 2026 represents a major step in strengthening India’s innovation ecosystem by bringing together
innovators, startups, Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), investors, corporations, and global industry leaders on a
common platform. The Key Features and Contributions are:

Showcases Indian Innovation Globally through the participation of 120 Indian innovators and
startups selected from across the country.
Promotes Higher Education-Led Innovation by involving leading Higher Education Institutions
(HEIs) in global research and innovation collaborations.
Connects with Global Investors through the participation of 500+ investors, venture capital firms,
and corporate leaders, creating funding opportunities for Indian startups.
Focuses on Deep Tech Development across 13 strategic sectors, including Artificial Intelligence,
Advanced Computing, Semiconductors, Space Technology, Biotechnology, Energy, Healthcare,
and Manufacturing.
Strengthens India-France Innovation Cooperation by encouraging joint research, technology exchange,
and co-development of emerging technologies.
Facilitates Technology Transfer through partnerships that support technology validation,
commercialization, and industrial adoption.
Creates Opportunities for Startup Scaling by enabling access to international markets, global networks,
and cross-border investments.
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Encourages Research and Development (R&D) collaborations between universities, research
organizations, industries, and governments.
Supports Manufacturing Partnerships to accelerate the development and deployment of innovative
technologies.
Enhances Global Competitiveness of Indian startups and innovators through exposure to international
best practices and business ecosystems.
Promotes Cross-Border Investment Facilitation to attract foreign capital and strengthen India’s startup
ecosystem.
Builds Long-Term Innovation Networks connecting innovators with corporations, universities, research
institutions, and policymakers worldwide.
Reinforces India’s Position as a Global Innovation Hub by highlighting the country’s strengths in
technology, entrepreneurship, and innovation-led economic growth.

Bharat Innovates 2026 Significance

Strengthens India’s Innovation Ecosystem by fostering collaboration among startups, HEIs, research
labs, industries, and global stakeholders.
Promotes Deep Tech Innovation in strategic sectors such as Artificial Intelligence (AI),
Semiconductors, Biotechnology, Space Technology, Energy, Healthcare, and Advanced
Manufacturing.
Enhances Global Collaboration by creating partnerships with international universities, research
institutions, investors, and corporations.
Attracts Foreign Investment into India’s startup ecosystem through engagement with global venture
capital firms and industry leaders.
Supports Startup Growth and Scaling by providing access to international markets, mentorship, funding,
and business networks.
Encourages Research Commercialization by helping transform academic and scientific research into
market-ready products and technologies.
Facilitates Technology Transfer and Co-development through collaborations in research, innovation,
and emerging technologies.
Strengthens India-France Innovation Relations under the framework of the India-France Year of
Innovation 2026.
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