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Proving Indian Citizenship Latest News

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) recently clarified that the Indian passport is not a “document of
citizenship.” 
The remark came in response to whether a passport can be used to challenge exclusion from voter lists
during the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls currently underway in 16 States. 
The clarification has revived a long-standing question: India prescribes no single, universal document to
prove citizenship.

The Core Puzzle: No Universal Citizenship Document

The central fact is simple but counter-intuitive — India does not have one document that conclusively
proves citizenship for all. 
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An attempt to create such a record through the National Register of Citizens (NRC) became politically
contentious, amid fears that a nationwide verification drive could exclude genuine citizens over missing or
inconsistent paperwork. 
This forces citizens to rely on different combinations of evidence depending on the dispute.

Why the Passport Is Not Conclusive Proof

This is not a new rule. The government’s Passport Manual places a passport in the same category as any
other evidence of citizenship status — it is strong evidence that the holder is an Indian citizen, but not
conclusive proof in law.
The MEA official explained that a passport is a travel document, not a citizenship document. While it
attests to nationality abroad, that is distinct from being conclusive proof.
The key distinction is between evidence of citizenship and conclusive proof of citizenship. Citizenship is
determined under the Citizenship Act, 1955, while passports are issued under the Passports Act, 1967.
Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978): Issuance of a passport is based on the holder being an Indian
national, entitling them to the protection of the Indian Republic and assistance of its missions abroad.
Passports Act provisions: Under Section 6(2)(a), a passport can be refused if the applicant is not a
citizen. But under Section 20, the government may issue a passport or travel document to a non-citizen in
public interest — which is precisely why the passport cannot be treated as definitive proof.
If citizenship is disputed, courts examine the passport alongside other relevant evidence.

Can Aadhaar Prove Citizenship

No. From the start, the UIDAI has stressed that Aadhaar is proof of identity and address only — not
citizenship. 
In fact, non-Indian citizens legally resident in India are also eligible for Aadhaar and often need it for basic
services like banking and cooking gas.
Supreme Court (May 2026): While upholding the constitutional validity of the SIR, the Court held that
Aadhaar does not constitute proof of citizenship and cannot be relied on for that purpose. It may, however,
be used for the limited purpose of establishing identity.

Does a Voter ID / Electoral Roll Prove Citizenship

Only Indian citizens can vote — but presence on the electoral roll or holding an EPIC (Electoral Photo Identity
Card) does not determine or conclusively prove citizenship.
Lal Babu Hussein v. Electoral Registration Officer (1995): Electors on the roll are entitled to a
presumption of citizenship, which cannot be displaced except through the legally prescribed procedure.
2026 SIR judgment: The Court emphasised that the Election Commission’s role is confined to determining
electoral eligibility — it cannot adjudicate citizenship. Importantly, a person’s citizenship does not cease
merely because they become ineligible for the electoral roll under the SIR.
A practical contradiction emerged here: the passport was one of 11 ‘indicative’ documents the EC listed as
proof of citizenship. 
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In Uttar Pradesh, some purged voters used passports to get back on the rolls — yet in West Bengal, some
passport-holders were still deleted from draft lists. 
This inconsistency underlines how no single document settles the matter.

What Actually Proves Citizenship?

The answer depends on how a person became a citizen. Under the Citizenship Act, 1955, citizenship can
be acquired by birth, descent, registration, naturalisation, or incorporation of territory.
Citizenship certificates are issued to those who acquire citizenship by registration or naturalisation, and act
as conclusive proof.
But most Indians are citizens by birth or descent and have no such certificate. They rely on documents
proving date of birth, place of birth, or parentage, depending on the dispute.
The Home Ministry itself, replying in the Lok Sabha on August 2025, did not specify a fixed list of valid
documents, stating only that citizenship is governed by the Citizenship Act, 1955.

The Birth-Date Complication

Citizenship by birth has changed over time, making documentary proof progressively harder:
Jan 26, 1950 – Jul 1, 1987 – Citizen by birth, irrespective of parents’ nationality.
Jul 1, 1987 – Dec 3, 2004 – Must also prove at least one parent was an Indian citizen.
On or after Dec 3, 2004 – One parent must be an Indian citizen and the other must not be an illegal
migrant.

For the earliest group, since mandatory birth certificates were not issued then, many rely on a combination of
educational certificates, Aadhaar and other records. 
For the later groups, proving one’s own birth is no longer enough — parentage must also be documented,
complicating matters significantly.

Conclusion

The episode reveals a structural gap in India’s governance: citizenship is a clearly defined legal status
under the Citizenship Act, yet no document conclusively establishes it for the majority of Indians who are
citizens by birth or descent. 
Passports, Aadhaar and voter IDs each prove something narrower — nationality for travel, identity, or
electoral eligibility — but none settles citizenship on its own. 
As exercises like the SIR test these boundaries, the case for robust universal birth and civil registration
becomes not just an administrative reform but a safeguard for citizens’ rights.

Source: TH 

Source: https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/proving-indian-citizenship/
© Vajiram & Ravi. For personal use only.

Page 3 of 3

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/if-a-passport-is-not-proof-of-citizenship-then-what-is-explained/article71145481.ece

