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Clouded Leopard National Park is a beautiful protected area located in Tripura, known for its lush green
forests and rich natural surroundings. It is famous for its diverse wildlife and peaceful environment, making it an
important conservation area in the region. The park is covered with dense forests, small hills, and water
bodies, which support a variety of plants and animals. It is especially known for the presence of the Clouded
Leopard, making it significant for wildlife conservation and nature-based tourism. 

Clouded Leopard National Park

Clouded Leopard National Park is a small but important protected area located in the Bishalgarh
subdivision of Sepahijala district in Tripura.
It lies within the Sepahijala Wildlife Sanctuary and was established in 2007 as India’s first dedicated
park for Clouded Leopards.
Despite its small size (about 5.08 sq. km), the park plays a key role in conserving wildlife and maintaining
ecological balance.

Page 1 of 4

https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/sepahijala-wildlife-sanctuary-swl/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/ecological-balance/
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Clouded Leopard National Park Location and Geography

The park is situated in a lowland forest region with gentle terrain, unlike the high mountains seen in many
other national parks.
It remains green throughout the year, with a mostly pleasant climate, except for hot and humid
conditions during peak summer months.
The area receives high rainfall (around 200 cm annually), especially during the monsoon season.
The Gumti River flows nearby, acting as a natural boundary between this park and the Trishna Wildlife
Sanctuary.
It is located close to Agartala, making it easily accessible for visitors.

Clouded Leopard National Park Flora (Plant Life)

The park is covered with dense tropical evergreen forests and semi-evergreen forests, creating a rich
natural habitat.
Common plant species include Sal, Bamboo, Agar, Arjun, Bahera, Amlaki, and Kanak, which support
diverse wildlife.
The vegetation remains lush and green throughout the year, adding to the scenic beauty of the park.
Many plants found here also have medicinal and ecological importance.

Clouded Leopard National Park Fauna (Wildlife Diversity)

The park is specially known for the Clouded Leopard, a rare and unique wild cat species.
Other mammals include Hoolock Gibbon, Pig-tailed Macaque, Rhesus Macaque, Barking Deer, Wild
Pig, Civets, and Slow Loris.
It is also rich in birdlife, with species like White Ibis, Open-billed Stork, and Whistling Teal.
Reptiles such as the Indian Black Turtle and Indian Roofed Turtle are also found here.
The park is important for primate conservation, as several monkey species live in this region.

About Clouded Leopard

The Clouded Leopard is considered one of the smallest big cats in the world, but it is extremely agile and
well adapted to forest life. It uses its long tail for balance, which helps it move easily across trees and even
climb down vertical trunks headfirst.
Distribution: It is mainly found in the Himalayan foothills, parts of North-East India, Southeast Asia,
and South China, where dense forests provide suitable living conditions.
Habitat: This species lives in a variety of environments such as grasslands, shrubs, subtropical forests,
and dense tropical forests, but it prefers thick forest areas where it can hide and hunt easily.
Physical Characteristics: The clouded leopard has a very unique coat pattern with large cloud-like
spots, which gives it its name and helps in camouflage. It also has the largest canine teeth in proportion
to its skull size among all cat species, making it a powerful predator despite its size.
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It is known for its excellent tree-climbing (arboreal) abilities, allowing it to rest, hunt, and move across
treetops with ease, which is uncommon among many other big cats.
Threats: The species faces several challenges such as wildfires, habitat fragmentation, deforestation,
illegal poaching, and climate change, all of which reduce its population and natural habitat.
It is the state animal of Meghalaya, highlighting its cultural and ecological importance in the region.
Conservation Status:

IUCN Status: Vulnerable
CITES: Appendix I (highest level of protection against international trade)
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I (maximum legal protection in India)
It is also included in India’s Recovery Programme for Critically Endangered Species, showing its
conservation importance.

Threats and Conservation Challenges

Deforestation and Habitat Fragmentation: Continuous cutting of forests and development activities
break large forest areas into smaller patches, making it difficult for wildlife like the Clouded Leopard to move,
hunt, and reproduce freely.
Poaching and Illegal Wildlife Trade: Illegal hunting remains a serious threat, as animals are targeted for
their body parts, which disturbs the natural population balance and threatens rare species.
Human Pressure on Forest Resources: Increasing human activities such as fuelwood collection, grazing,
and expansion of settlements put pressure on forest resources, leading to habitat disturbance and
biodiversity loss.
Climate Change Impacts: Changes in temperature and rainfall patterns affect vegetation, water
availability, and overall ecosystem stability, indirectly impacting wildlife survival.
Conservation Efforts: To tackle these challenges, steps like strict protection laws, awareness
programs, anti-poaching measures, and promotion of sustainable tourism are being implemented to
protect and preserve the park’s ecosystem.

Significance of Clouded Leopard National Park

Conservation of a Rare Species: The park plays a crucial role in protecting the Clouded Leopard, which is
a vulnerable and elusive species, helping in maintaining its population and ensuring its long-term
survival.
Biodiversity Protection: Despite its small size, the park supports a wide range of flora and fauna,
including primates, birds, and reptiles, making it an important center for biodiversity conservation in
Tripura.
Ecological Balance: The dense forests of the park help in maintaining ecological stability by supporting
food chains, conserving soil, and regulating local climate conditions.
Research and Education: The park serves as a valuable site for scientific research, wildlife studies,
and environmental education, helping students and researchers understand forest ecosystems and
species behavior.
Promotion of Eco-tourism: Its proximity to Agartala makes it an accessible destination, encouraging eco-
tourism and creating awareness about wildlife conservation among visitors.
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