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Maharashtra is known for its vibrant festivals that reflect the state’s rich history, cultural diversity, religious
harmony, and folk traditions. From grand public celebrations like Ganesh Chaturthi to spiritual pilgrimages such as
the Pandharpur Wari, the festivals of Maharashtra showcase devotion, art, music, dance, and community
participation. These festivals also preserve the state’s tribal heritage, agricultural traditions, and centuries-old

cultural practices. In this article we have discussed in detail the Festivals of Maharashtra.

Major Festivals of Maharashtra

The major festivals of Maharashtra are celebrated across the state with great enthusiasm. They hold religious,

cultural, historical, and social significance and attract millions of devotees and tourists every year.

1. Ganesh Chaturthi The State’s Most Celebrated Festival

Ganesh Chaturthi is the most famous festival of Maharashtra, dedicated to Lord Ganesha, the remover of obstacles

and the god of wisdom.
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e Celebrated during the Hindu month of Bhadrapada (August-September).

Lasts for 10 days, ending with Ganesh Visarjan.

Public celebrations were popularized by Bal Gangadhar Tilak in 1893 to promote national unity.
e Beautiful Ganesh idols are installed in homes and public pandals.

e Devotional songs, cultural programs, and community feasts are organized.

e Major celebrations take place in Mumbai, Pune, Nagpur, Nashik, and Kolhapur.

e Famous Ganesh mandals include Lalbaugcha Raja and Dagdusheth Halwai Ganpati.

2. Gudi Padwa Marathi New Year Festival

Gudi Padwa marks the traditional New Year for Marathi people and signifies prosperity, victory, and new beginnings.

e Celebrated on the first day of the Chaitra month.
e A decorated Gudi (flag with silk cloth, neem leaves, mango leaves, and an inverted pot) is hoisted outside

homes.

Considered an auspicious day to begin new ventures.
e Traditional rangolis and festive decorations adorn homes.
e Families prepare dishes like Puran Poli and Shrikhand.

e Linked with the victory of King Shalivahana and the beginning of the Shalivahana Shaka era.

3. Makar Sankranti in Maharashtra

Makar Sankranti marks the Sun’s transition into the zodiac sign Capricorn (Makara) and the beginning of the

harvest season.

e Celebrated every year on 14 January.

e People exchange sesame and jaggery sweets (Tilgul).

e The greeting “Tilgul Ghya, Goad Goaad Bola” symbolizes sweetness and harmony.
e Kite flying is popular in several regions.

e Married women organize Haldi-Kumkum ceremonies.

e Considered an important harvest and seasonal festival.

4. Ashadhi Ekadashi and Pandharpur Wari

Ashadhi Ekadashi is one of Maharashtra’s most significant religious festivals dedicated to Lord Vitthal.

Celebrated on the eleventh day of the Ashadha month.

e Lakhs of Warkari devotees undertake the annual Pandharpur Wari pilgrimage.
e Pilgrims carry the Padukas (footwear) of Sant Dnyaneshwar and Sant Tukaram.
e Devotional singing of Abhangas forms an important part of the pilgrimage.

e The pilgrimage promotes equality, devotion, discipline, and social harmony.

e Pandharpur becomes the spiritual centre of Maharashtra during the festival.

5. Nag Panchami Festival
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Nag Panchami is dedicated to the worship of snakes, especially cobras.

e Celebrated during the month of Shravana.

e Snake deities are worshipped for protection and prosperity.

o Milk, flowers, turmeric, and vermilion are offered during rituals.

e Farmers seek blessings for a good agricultural season.

e Traditional folk songs and community gatherings are organized.

e The festival reflects respect for nature and biodiversity. respect for nature and biodiversity.

6. Dahi Handi Festival

Dahi Handi celebrates the playful childhood of Lord Krishna and is observed a day after Janmashtami.

¢ Human pyramids are formed to break an earthen pot filled with curd, butter, and sweets.
e Teams called Govindas participate in the competition.
e Large cash prizes are awarded in many cities.

e Mumbai and Thane host some of the biggest Dahi Handi events.

The festival promotes teamwork, courage, and physical fithess.

e Music, dance, and cultural performances accompany the celebrations.

7. Elephanta Festival

The Elephanta Festival showcases Maharashtra’s rich artistic and cultural heritage.

e Held annually near the Elephanta Caves.

Organized by Maharashtra Tourism.

Features Indian classical music and dance performances.
¢ Highlights the cultural significance of the UNESCO World Heritage Site.
e Includes handicraft exhibitions and local cuisine.

e Promotes tourism and preservation of traditional arts.

Tribal Festivals of Maharashtra

Maharashtra’s tribal communities celebrate festivals that are closely linked to nature, forests, agriculture, and

ancestral traditions.

e Bhagoria Festival celebrated by Bhil communities in some border regions.

e Bohada Festival of the Warli and Kokna tribes featuring traditional masks and folk dances.
e Koli Dance Festivals celebrated by coastal fishing communities.

e Tarpa Dance Festival performed by the Warli tribe after the harvest season.

e Holi and Diwali are observed with distinct tribal customs and rituals.

e Tribal festivals preserve indigenous art, music, dance, and oral traditions.
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UNESCO-Recognized Cultural Traditions Related to Maharashtra

Festivals

Several cultural traditions associated with Maharashtra’s festivals have gained international recognition.

e The Elephanta Caves, associated with the Elephanta Festival, are a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

e The Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus, often decorated during festivals, is also a UNESCO World

Heritage Site.

e Maharashtra’s Warkari devotional tradition is internationally recognized for its cultural and spiritual

significance.

e Traditional Warli painting, widely displayed during tribal festivals, represents an important indigenous art

form.

e Folk music, Abhanga singing, Kirtan traditions, and Lavani performances preserve Maharashtra’s rich

intangible cultural heritage.
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