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Festivals of Andhra Pradesh reflect the state’s rich Telugu cultural heritage, religious traditions, agrarian economy,
temple culture and folk practices. Major festivals such as Sankranti, Ugadi, Brahmotsavams, Dasara and regional
jatara celebrations bring together religious rituals, traditional arts, fairs, processions and community participation.

Major Festivals of Andhra Pradesh

The festivals of Andhra Pradesh are closely associated with the agricultural cycle, the Telugu calendar, important
temples and local traditions. While Sankranti is the principal harvest festival, Ugadi marks the beginning of the
Telugu New Year. The state is also known for major temple festivals such as Tirumala Brahmotsavam, Kanipakam
Vinayaka Brahmotsavam and Vijayawada Dasara, along with distinctive regional celebrations such as Gangamma
Jatara and the Flamingo Festival.

List of Major Festivals of Andhra Pradesh
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The major festivals of Andhra Pradesh, along with their key cultural, religious and geographical features, are given
below:

Sankranti

Sankranti is the principal harvest festival of Andhra Pradesh and is celebrated in January. It marks the agricultural
cycle and is associated with traditional decorations, rural festivities and community celebrations. The festival is
particularly important in the agrarian society of the state. 

Ugadi

Ugadi marks the beginning of the Telugu New Year. It is celebrated with traditional rituals and cultural observances
and holds an important place in the cultural life of Telugu-speaking communities.

Tirumala Srivari Brahmotsavam

Tirumala Srivari Brahmotsavam is a major nine-day festival dedicated to Lord Venkateswara at Tirumala. The
festival is marked by elaborate rituals and processions of the processional.

Kanipakam Vinayaka Brahmotsavam

This festival is celebrated at the Sri Varasiddhi Vinayaka Swamy Temple at Kanipakam in Chittoor district. It is
dedicated to Lord Vinayaka and is associated with the temple’s unique self-manifested idol, which devotees believe
continues to grow in size. The festival includes rituals and daily Vahana Sevas. 

Gangamma Jatara

Gangamma Jatara is a major local festival of Tirupati dedicated to Goddess Gangamma, regarded as a village deity.
It is celebrated through traditional rituals and community participation and forms an important part of the cultural
traditions of the Tirupati region. 

Padmavathi Ammavari Brahmotsavam

The annual Brahmotsavam at the Sri Padmavathi Ammavari Temple, Tiruchanur, is dedicated to Goddess
Padmavathi, the consort of Lord Venkateswara. The nine-day celebration includes Dwajarohanam, Vahana Sevas,
religious rituals and concludes with events such as Chakra Snanam and Teppotsavam. 

Ganga Jatara

Ganga Jatara is a traditional folk and religious festival celebrated in several parts of Andhra Pradesh. It is associated
with the worship of local village goddesses and reflects the continuing importance of grama devata traditions in
rural Andhra society.

Ratha Saptami
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Ratha Saptami is an important festival associated with the worship of the Sun. It is celebrated with special religious
observances at Tirumala and other important religious centres of Andhra Pradesh. 

Flamingo Festival

The Flamingo Festival is an eco-tourism and conservation-oriented festival associated with Pulicat Lake and
Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary. It highlights the region’s wetland ecosystem and migratory birds, particularly flamingos,
while promoting nature tourism and conservation awareness. 

Araku Valley Tribal and Cultural Festivals

The tribal regions of Andhra Pradesh, particularly the Araku Valley area, celebrate various cultural events
showcasing tribal traditions, folk music, dance, crafts and local heritage. These events highlight the cultural
diversity of the Eastern Ghats region.

Other Important Festivals

Andhra Pradesh also celebrates Vaikunta Ekadashi, Maha Shivaratri, Krishna Janmashtami, Vinayaka Chaturthi,
Deepavali, Ram Navami, Karthika Purnima and various temple Brahmotsavams and local Jataras. Together, these
festivals reflect the religious diversity and cultural traditions of the state. 

Festivals of Andhra Pradesh Significance 

The festivals of Andhra Pradesh are significant because they:

Reflect agrarian traditions: Sankranti is closely associated with the agricultural cycle and harvest
celebrations.
Preserve Telugu cultural identity: Ugadi and other traditional festivals are linked with the Telugu
calendar, customs and regional traditions.
Highlight temple heritage: Festivals such as Tirumala Srivari Brahmotsavam, Kanipakam Vinayaka
Brahmotsavam and Padmavathi Ammavari Brahmotsavam strengthen the state’s rich temple culture.
Preserve folk traditions: Jataras such as Gangamma Jatara and Ganga Jatara reflect the continuing
importance of village deities and local folk practices.
Promote tribal culture: Cultural events in the Araku Valley showcase the traditions, music, dance and
crafts of tribal communities.
Support conservation and tourism: The Flamingo Festival combines wetland conservation with eco-
tourism and awareness of migratory birds.
Strengthen community participation: Fairs, processions, rituals and cultural programmes bring
communities together and help transmit traditions across generations.
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Festivals of Maharashtra Festivals of Odisha

Festivals of Karnataka Festivals of Punjab

Festivals of Andhra Pradesh Festivals of Tamil Nadu

Festivals of Haryana Festivals of West Bengal

Festivals of Arunachal Pradesh Festivals of Ladakh

Festivals of Rajasthan Festivals of Nagaland

Festivals of Jharkhand Festivals of Uttarakhand

Festivals of Telangana Festivals of Manipur

Festivals of Bihar Festivals of Gujarat

Festivals of Goa Festivals of Assam

Festivals of Meghalaya Festivals of Uttar Pradesh

Festivals of Tripura Festivals of Delhi

Festivals of Madhya Pradesh Festivals of Jammu and Kashmir

Festivals of Puducherry
Festivals of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and

Daman and Diu

Festivals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands Festivals of Lakshadweep

Fairs and Festivals of India Harvest Festivals in India
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