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The difference between detention and arrest lies in their legal purpose, duration, and consequences.
Detention is a temporary restriction of a person’s movement for questioning or investigation, while arrest is a
formal legal action taken when there is sufficient reason to believe a person has committed a crime. Understanding
these terms helps individuals know their legal rights and the procedures followed by law enforcement authorities.

Difference Between Detention and Arrest

Difference Between Detention and Arrest refers to the distinction between a temporary restriction of a
person’s movement for investigation (detention) and the formal legal act of taking a person into custody based on
probable cause or a warrant (arrest). The detailed differences have been tabulated below.

Difference Between Detention and Arrest

Detention Arrest
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Detention is a temporary legal measure in which a person is
stopped or held by law enforcement officers to verify facts,
question them, or investigate a situation. It is preventive in
nature and does not mean that the person has been accused of
committing a crime.

Arrest is a formal legal process in which a person is
taken into police custody because there is sufficient
legal reason to believe they have committed an offence
or because a court has issued an arrest warrant.

It is generally based on reasonable suspicion, allowing officers
to investigate whether criminal activity has occurred.

It requires probable cause or a valid legal warrant,
indicating stronger evidence of involvement in a
criminal offence.

The main objective is to clarify facts, confirm identity, prevent
immediate risk, or collect information before deciding whether
further legal action is necessary.

The purpose is to bring the accused under legal
custody, begin criminal proceedings, and ensure they
are available for investigation and court appearances.

A detained individual is usually held only for a short period, and
the detention ends once the necessary inquiry is completed.

An arrested person remains in custody until released
according to legal procedures, such as bail, court
orders, or completion of investigation.

During detention, the individual may remain at or near the place
where the inquiry is taking place and is not necessarily moved to
a police station.

After arrest, the individual is generally taken to a police
station or detention facility for booking and further legal
formalities.

Detention is mainly used for fact-finding and preliminary

investigation, especially when officers need additional
information before making a legal decision.

Arrest is used when authorities have already gathered
enough evidence to take formal legal action against a
suspect.

It does not automatically result in criminal charges, and many
detained individuals are released without any further legal
consequences.

Arrest often results in criminal charges, prosecution,
and judicial proceedings, although guilt must still be
proven in court.

Physical restraint is not always necessary during detention and
is generally used only when required for safety or to prevent
escape.

Arrest commonly involves physical custody and may
include handcuffing or other lawful restraints to ensure
compliance.

A detained person generally experiences fewer restrictions on
personal liberty because the action is temporary and
investigative.

An arrested person faces greater restrictions on
freedom, as they are officially under the control of law
enforcement authorities.
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If the investigation does not reveal sufficient evidence, the
individual is released without any formal accusation.

Once arrested, the person enters the criminal justice
system and may face investigation, trial, conviction, or
acquittal depending on the evidence.

Detention is considered the initial stage of investigation  and
may or may not lead to an arrest.

Arrest represents the formal commencement of

criminal proceedings against an individual.

Typical examples include questioning during traffic stops,
identity verification, security screenings, or brief investigative
inquiries.

Typical examples include arrests for offences such as
theft, assault, fraud, drug offences, or other crimes
where sufficient evidence exists.

What is Detention?

Detention is the temporary restriction of an individual’s freedom by law enforcement authorities to investigate a
situation, verify identity, or ask questions related to a suspected offence. It is usually based on reasonable
suspicion rather than proof of guilt and does not mean that the person has been formally charged with a crime. In
most cases, detention is short in duration and ends once the necessary inquiry is completed. Depending on the
outcome of the investigation, the person may either be released or formally arrested if sufficient evidence is found.

Also Read:- Digital Arrest

Purpose of Detention

The purpose of detention is to allow law enforcement authorities to conduct a preliminary investigation, verify
facts, and determine whether further legal action is necessary.

Investigate Suspicious Activity: To examine situations where there is reasonable suspicion of unlawful
conduct.
Question Individuals: To gather information or clarify facts related to an incident.
Verify Identity: To confirm the identity of a person when required during an investigation.
Prevent Escape: To temporarily stop a suspect from leaving while inquiries are carried out.
Collect Evidence: To obtain preliminary evidence before deciding on further legal action.
Maintain Public Safety: To protect people and preserve order during emergencies or criminal
investigations.
Determine Further Action: To decide whether the person should be released, further investigated, or
formally arrested.
Assist Ongoing Investigations: To help law enforcement collect information that may support or rule out
criminal involvement.

What is Arrest?
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Arrest is the formal legal process by which a person is taken into the custody of law enforcement authorities
because they are suspected of committing a criminal offence or are named in a valid arrest warrant. It is carried out
when there is sufficient legal justification, such as probable cause, to initiate criminal proceedings. Once arrested,
the individual is no longer free to leave and may be taken to a police station for booking and further investigation.
Depending on the case, the arrested person may be released on bail or produced before a court to continue the
legal process.

Purpose of Arrest

The purpose of arrest is to take a person into lawful custody when there is sufficient legal reason to believe they
have committed a crime and to begin the criminal justice process.

Take the Accused into Custody: To legally restrain a person suspected of committing an offence.
Initiate Criminal Proceedings: To begin the formal legal process against the accused.
Prevent Escape: To ensure the suspect does not flee before investigation or trial.
Protect Public Safety: To prevent further criminal activity and safeguard the community.
Facilitate Investigation: To enable police to conduct a detailed investigation while the accused is in
custody.
Ensure Court Appearance: To make sure the accused appears before the appropriate judicial authority.
Preserve Evidence: To prevent the destruction, tampering, or concealment of evidence related to the
offence.
Maintain Law and Order: To enforce the law and uphold public peace by taking appropriate legal action
against offenders.
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