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August is one of the most significant months of the year, bringing together important national days, international
observances, cultural festivals and awareness campaigns. Important Days in August 2026 cover themes such as
India’s freedom movement, health, environment, renewable energy, sports, humanitarian work and social harmony.

Important Days in August 2026

Important Days in August 2026 include several nationally and internationally recognised observances that celebrate
India’s history, cultural traditions, scientific progress and global initiatives. The month also features major festivals
such as Onam and Raksha Bandhan, along with days dedicated to youth, indigenous communities, sports,
humanitarian work and environmental conservation.

List of Important Days in August 2026

The List of August Important Days 2026 includes many national, international, cultural and awareness days that
have been tabulated below:
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List of Important Days in August 2026

Date Special Days of August Significance

1-7
August

World Breastfeeding Week
Supported by WHO and UNICEF to promote breastfeeding
as one of the most effective ways to improve child health
and survival.

2
August

Friendship Day
Celebrated on the first Sunday of August in India to
honour friendship, mutual trust and lifelong relationships.

2
August

World Anglo Indian Day
Recognises the history, heritage and contribution of the
Anglo Indian community.

6
August

Hiroshima Day

Observed to remember the victims of the atomic bombing
of Hiroshima and spread awareness about peace and
nuclear disarmament.

6
August

International Day of Awareness of the Special
Development Needs and Challenges of Landlocked

Developing Countries

Highlights the development challenges faced by
landlocked developing nations and encourages
international cooperation.

7
August

National Handloom Day

Commemorates the beginning of the Swadeshi Movement
in 1905 and recognises India’s handloom weavers and
textile heritage.

8
August

Quit India Movement Day
Marks the launch of the Quit India Movement by Mahatma
Gandhi in 1942 against British rule.

8
August

International Cat Day
Celebrates the welfare and protection of cats while
promoting responsible pet care.

9
August

Nagasaki Day
Remembers the victims of the atomic bombing of
Nagasaki and reinforces the message of global peace.

9
August

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples
Recognises the rights, cultures and traditions of
indigenous communities across the world.
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10
August

World Biofuel Day
Promotes the importance of biofuels as cleaner and
sustainable alternatives to conventional fuels.

11
August

World Steelpan Day
Celebrates the cultural importance of the steelpan
musical instrument.

12
August

International Youth Day
Encourages youth participation in social, economic and
sustainable development.

12
August

World Elephant Day
Raises awareness about elephant conservation and
habitat protection.

13
August

International Left Handers Day
Celebrates left handed individuals and spreads awareness
about their uniqueness.

13
August

World Organ Donation Day
Encourages organ donation to save lives and spread
awareness about transplantation.

15
August

Independence Day

Celebrates India’s independence from British rule on 15
August 1947 and honours the sacrifices of freedom
fighters.

16-28
August

Onam
Festival of Kerala and a major harvest festival

celebrating the annual homecoming of King Mahabali.

16
August

Parsi New Year
Marks the beginning of the New Year for the Parsi
community.

17
August

Naag Panchami
Hindu festival dedicated to the worship of snakes and
seeking protection and prosperity.

19
August

World Photography Day
Celebrates photography as a medium for creativity,
communication and historical documentation.

19
August

World Humanitarian Day
Honours humanitarian workers who provide assistance
during conflicts and disasters worldwide.
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20
August

World Mosquito Day
Spreads awareness about mosquito borne diseases and
disease prevention.

20
August

Sadbhavna Diwas
Observed on the birth anniversary of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi to promote national unity and
harmony.

20
August

Indian Akshay Urja Day
Promotes renewable energy sources such as solar, wind
and hydropower in India.

21
August

World Senior Citizen Day
Recognises the contribution of senior citizens and
highlights their welfare.

21
August

World Entrepreneurs’ Day
Celebrates entrepreneurship, innovation and business
leadership.

21
August

International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to
the Victims of Terrorism

Pays tribute to victims and survivors of terrorist attacks.

22
August

Madras Day
Celebrates the foundation and history of the city of
Chennai.

22
August

International Day Commemorating the Victims of
Acts of Violence Based on Religion or Belief

Promotes religious freedom, tolerance and respect for all
communities.

23
August

International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave
Trade and Its Abolition

UNESCO observance remembering the history of the
slave trade and its abolition.

26
August

Women’s Equality Day
Highlights equal rights and opportunities for women

empowerment.

27
August

World Lake Day
Raises awareness about protecting lakes from pollution,
overuse and climate change.

28
August

Raksha Bandhan
Celebrates the bond between brothers and sisters
through the tradition of tying a sacred thread.
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28
August

World Sanskrit Day
Promotes Sanskrit language, literature and India’s
classical knowledge tradition.

29
August

Telugu Language Day Celebrates the Telugu language and its literary heritage.

29
August

National Sports Day
Marks the birth anniversary of hockey legend Major
Dhyan Chand and promotes sports and fitness.

29
August

International Day against Nuclear Tests
Raises awareness about the harmful effects of nuclear
weapon testing and supports a nuclear weapon free
world.

30
August

International Day of the Victims of Enforced
Disappearances

Raises awareness about enforced disappearances and
human rights protection.

30
August

National Small Industry Day
Recognises the contribution of small scale industries to
India’s economy.

31
August

International Day for People of African Descent
Celebrates the culture, heritage and contributions of
people of African descent.
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Important Days in August 2026 Explained

These important observances represent India’s historical legacy, cultural diversity, environmental conservation,
health awareness, humanitarian values and international cooperation.

1-7 August- World Breastfeeding Week

World Breastfeeding Week is supported by WHO, UNICEF and health ministries worldwide. It promotes
breastfeeding as one of the most effective ways to improve child health and survival while encouraging supportive
policies and workplaces for mothers.

7 August- National Handloom Day

National Handloom Day commemorates the beginning of the Swadeshi Movement in 1905. It recognises the
contribution of India’s handloom weavers and highlights the economic, cultural and traditional importance of the
country’s handloom industry.

8 August- Quit India Movement Day

Quit India Movement Day marks Mahatma Gandhi‘s launch of the Quit India Movement on 8 August 1942. The
movement became one of the strongest phases of India’s Freedom Struggle against British colonial rule.

12 August- International Youth Day

International Youth Day recognises the important role of young people in building inclusive societies. It encourages
youth participation in education, innovation, leadership and sustainable development across the world.

15 August- Independence Day

India celebrates Independence Day on 15 August every year to commemorate its freedom from British Rule in
1947. The national flag is hoisted at the Red Fort and the sacrifices of Freedom Fighters are remembered
across the country.

19 August- World Humanitarian Day

World Humanitarian Day honours humanitarian workers who risk their lives during conflicts and disasters to help
affected communities. The observance also highlights the growing challenges faced by aid workers worldwide.

20 August- Sadbhavna Diwas

Sadbhavna Diwas is observed on the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister of India Rajiv Gandhi. The day
promotes national integration, communal harmony, peace and mutual understanding among people.

20 August- Indian Akshay Urja Day
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Indian Akshay Urja Day creates awareness about renewable energy sources, including Solar Energy, Wind
Energy and Hydropower. It encourages sustainable energy development and reduces dependence on
conventional fuels.

27 August- World Lake Day

World Lake Day highlights the ecological and economic importance of Lakes in the World as sources of
freshwater, biodiversity, flood control and climate regulation. The observance also raises awareness about
Pollution, Overuse and Climate Change affecting lakes.

28 August- Raksha Bandhan

Raksha Bandhan celebrates the strong bond between brothers and sisters. It is a major Festival of India in which
sisters tie a sacred thread called Rakhi on their brothers’ wrists, while brothers promise lifelong care and protection.

29 August- National Sports Day

National Sports Day is celebrated on the birth anniversary of hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand. The day
promotes sports culture, physical fitness and the importance of an active lifestyle.

29 August- International Day against Nuclear Tests

Observed by the United Nations, this day spreads awareness about the devastating effects of nuclear weapon
testing. It encourages global efforts to eliminate nuclear tests and supports international peace and security.

30 August- National Small Industry Day

National Small Industry Day recognises the role of Small Scale Industries in generating employment, promoting
entrepreneurship and strengthening India’s economic development.

30 August- International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances

This international observance highlights the issue of enforced disappearances and stresses the importance of
protecting human rights, justice and accountability.

31 August- International Day for People of African Descent

This day recognises the achievements, heritage and cultural contributions of people of African descent while
promoting equality, dignity and inclusion across societies.
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