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Rajasthan, the Land of Kings, is famous for its grand forts, royal heritage, vibrant folk traditions, and colorful
festivals. The Festivals of Rajasthan reflect the state’s rich cultural diversity, religious harmony, and centuries-
old customs. These celebrations showcase traditional folk music, dance, camel fairs, local handicrafts, and spiritual

rituals that attract thousands of visitors from India and around the world.

Top 10 Famous Festivals of Rajasthan 2026

The Major Festivals of Rajasthan reflect the state’s rich cultural heritage, royal traditions, and religious diversity.
These festivals are celebrated with vibrant processions, folk music, traditional dances, fairs, and rituals across
different regions. Popular celebrations such as Gangaur, Teej, Pushkar Camel Fair, Desert Festival, Mewar
Festival, Urs Festival, Camel Festival, and Marwar Festival attract thousands of devotees and tourists every

year.

1. Gangaur Festival
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The Gangaur Festival is one of the most important festivals of Rajasthan, dedicated to Goddess Gauri
(Parvati). It symbolizes marital happiness, prosperity, and the arrival of spring, and is celebrated with great

devotion across the state.

e Celebrated during the Hindu month of Chaitra (March-April).

o Dedicated to Goddess Gauri, the consort of Lord Shiva.

¢ Married women pray for their husbands’ well-being, while unmarried women seek a suitable life partner.
e Grand processions carrying the idols of Shiva and Gauri are organized.

¢ Women wear traditional attire, apply mehendi, and sing folk songs.

e Major celebrations take place in Jaipur, Udaipur, Jodhpur, and Bikaner.

2. Teej Festival

The Teej Festival marks the arrival of the monsoon and celebrates the divine union of Lord Shiva and

Goddess Parvati. It is one of the most vibrant festivals celebrated by women in Rajasthan.

Celebrated during the monsoon season (July-August).

e Women observe fasts for marital happiness and family prosperity.
e Flower-decorated swings are installed in homes and gardens.

¢ Women wear green traditional attire and beautiful jewelry.

e Mehendi, folk songs, and folk dances are central to the celebrations.

e The Jaipur Teej Procession is one of the festival’s biggest attractions.

3. Pushkar Camel Fair

The Pushkar Camel Fair is one of the world’s largest livestock fairs, held annually in Pushkar. It combines

camel trading, religious rituals, and Rajasthani cultural performances.

e Held during Kartik Purnima (October-November).

e Thousands of camels, horses, and cattle are traded.

e Features camel races, camel beauty contests, and cultural competitions.
e Showcases folk music, folk dances, and traditional performances.

e Local handicrafts, textiles, and Rajasthani cuisine attract visitors.

e Pilgrims take a holy dip in Pushkar Lake during the fair.

4. Desert Festival

The Desert Festival is a famous cultural celebration held in Jaisalmer, showcasing the rich traditions of the Thar

Desert. It highlights Rajasthan’s folk culture, music, dance, and desert lifestyle.

Celebrated annually in Jaisalmer, usually in February.

Organized by the Rajasthan Tourism Department.
e Famous for camel races, camel polo, and camel dance performances.

e Includes turban-tying and longest moustache competitions.
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e Features Ghoomar, Kalbelia, puppet shows, and folk music.

e Attracts thousands of domestic and international tourists every year.

5. Mewar Festival

The Mewar Festival is one of the most popular spring festivals of Rajasthan, celebrated mainly in Udaipur. It

marks the arrival of spring and honors Goddess Gauri, symbolizing prosperity and marital bliss.

e Celebrated during March-April after Gangaur.

e Dedicated to Goddess Gauri (Parvati).

e Grand idol processions are carried through the streets of Udaipur.
¢ Lake Pichola hosts beautifully decorated boats and cultural events.

e Features folk music, Ghoomar dance, and traditional performances.

e Attracts thousands of domestic and international tourists.

6. Urs Festival

The Urs Festival is a significant Sufi festival celebrated at the Ajmer Sharif Dargah in memory of Khwaja

Moinuddin Chishti. It symbolizes peace, devotion, and communal harmony.

e Held annually at the Ajmer Sharif Dargah.

¢ Commemorates the death anniversary (Urs) of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti.

e Devotees from different religions participate in the celebrations.

e Special prayers, Qawwali performances, and religious gatherings are organized.
e Langar (community meals) is distributed to devotees.

e Promotes religious harmony and Sufi traditions.

7. Elephant Festival

The Elephant Festival is a colorful cultural event celebrated in Jaipur, usually around Holi. It showcases

Rajasthan’s royal heritage through beautifully decorated elephants and traditional performances.

e Celebrated in Jaipur during the Holi season.

e Elephants are decorated with traditional ornaments and colorful designs.

Features elephant parades, folk dances, and music performances.

Includes elephant polo and friendly cultural competitions.
e Highlights Rajasthan’s royal traditions and heritage.

e Attracts large numbers of tourists and photographers.

8. Camel Festival

The Camel Festival is an iconic celebration held in Bikaner to honor the camel, known as the “Ship of the

Desert.” The festival highlights the animal’s importance in Rajasthan’s desert economy and culture.

e Organized annually in Bikaner.
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e Celebrates the role of the camel in desert life.

e Features camel races, camel dances, and camel beauty contests.
¢ Showcases Rajasthani folk music and traditional dances.

e Includes exhibitions of local handicrafts and traditional cuisine.

e Organized by the Rajasthan Tourism Department.

9. Marwar Festival

The Marwar Festival is celebrated in Jodhpur to commemorate the valor and bravery of Rajput warriors. It

reflects the rich history, music, and cultural traditions of the Marwar region.

Celebrated annually in Jodhpur.
e Dedicated to the heroism of Rajput rulers and warriors.
e Folk artists perform ballads of Rajput heroes.

e Includes horse-riding events, folk dances, and musical performances.

Traditional puppet shows and cultural competitions are organized.

Promotes the heritage of the Marwar region.

10. Brij Festival

The Brij Festival is a vibrant religious and cultural festival celebrated in Bharatpur before Holi. It is dedicated to

Lord Krishna and recreates the joyful traditions of the Braj region.

e Celebrated annually in Bharatpur.

e Dedicated to Lord Krishna and Radha.

Features Raslila performances depicting Krishna's life.

Colorful processions, folk dances, and devotional songs are organized.
e Marks the arrival of spring and the festive spirit of Holi.

e Attracts pilgrims, devotees, and tourists from across the country.

Festivals of Rajasthan Significance

The Festivals of Rajasthan are an integral part of the state’s cultural identity and showcase its rich traditions,
royal heritage, and diverse religious practices. These festivals not only preserve age-old customs but also

strengthen social harmony, promote tourism, and support the local economy.

e Preserve Cultural Heritage: Safeguard Rajasthan’s centuries-old traditions, customs, and folk practices.

¢ Promote Folk Arts: Provide a platform for traditional Ghoomar, Kalbelia, Bhavai, folk music, and puppet
shows.

e Boost Tourism: Attract millions of domestic and international tourists, contributing significantly to the
tourism sector.

e Support Local Economy: Increase income for artisans, craftsmen, traders, hoteliers, and transport

services.

Page 4 of 6


https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/kalbeliya-dance/

e Strengthen Social Harmony: Bring together people from different communities through shared
celebrations and cultural events.

¢ Promote Religious Values: Festivals such as Gangaur, Teej, Urs, and Brij Festival reflect the state’s
spiritual and religious diversity.

e Encourage Traditional Handicrafts: Create opportunities for the sale of textiles, jewelry, pottery,
leather goods, and handicrafts.

e Preserve Indigenous Traditions: Keep alive Rajasthan’s unique customs, rituals, attire, cuisine, and
folklore.

e Generate Employment: Create seasonal employment in tourism, hospitality, event management, and
handicraft industries.

« Enhance Rajasthan’s Global Image: Showcase the state’s vibrant culture, royal legacy, and desert

heritage on the international stage.

Related Post for festivals in states

Festivals of Kerala Festivals of Sikkim
Festivals of Chhattisgarh Festivals of Himachal Pradesh
Festivals of Maharashtra Festivals of Odisha

Festivals of Karnataka Festivals of Punjab
Festivals of Andhra Pradesh Festivals of Tamil Nadu
Festivals of Haryana Festivals of West Bengal
Festivals of Arunachal Pradesh Festivals of Ladakh
Festivals of Rajasthan Festivals of Nagaland
Festivals of Jharkhand Festivals of Uttarakhand
Festivals of Telangana Festivals of Manipur
Festivals of Bihar Festivals of Gujarat
Festivals of Goa Festivals of Assam
Festivals of Meghalaya Festivals of Uttar Pradesh
Festivals of Tripura Festivals of Delhi
Festivals of Madhya Pradesh Festivals of Jammu and Kashmir

Festivals of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Festivals of Puducherry
Daman and Diu

Festivals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands Festivals of Lakshadweep

Fairs and Festivals of India Harvest Festivals in India

Page 5 of 6


https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-kerala/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-sikkim/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-chhattisgarh/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-himachal-pradesh/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-maharashtra/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-odisha/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-karnataka/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-punjab/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-andhra-pradesh/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-tamil-nadu/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-haryana/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-west-bengal/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-arunachal-pradesh/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-ladakh/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-rajasthan/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-nagaland/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-jharkhand/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-uttarakhand/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-telangana/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-manipur/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-bihar/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-gujarat/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-goa/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-assam/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-meghalaya/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-uttar-pradesh/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-tripura/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-delhi/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-madhya-pradesh/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-jammu-and-kashmir/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-puducherry/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-dadra-and-nagar-haveli-and-daman-and-diu/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-dadra-and-nagar-haveli-and-daman-and-diu/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-andaman-and-nicobar-islands/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/fairs-and-festivals-of-india/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/harvest-festivals-in-india/

Source: https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/festivals-of-rajasthan/

© Vajiram & Ravi. For personal use only.

Page 6 of 6



