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Warning Signals for India from NATO’s Ankara Summit

Context

e The 2026 Ankara Summit marked a major turning point in the evolution of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO).

¢ Amid the Russia-Ukraine War, growing China-Russia strategic cooperation, and rising global security
challenges, NATO shifted its focus from political commitments to strengthening military capabilities,
industrial resilience, and technological superiority.

e The summit’s outcomes have significant implications for Europe, the global arms market, and countries like

India.

Background: NATO’s Strategic Evolution

e Established in 1949, NATO was created to ensure collective defence under Article 5 of the Washington
Treaty, where an attack on one member is considered an attack on all.
e Following the Cold War, NATO expanded into Eastern Europe, undertook peacekeeping missions in the

Balkans, and later joined the Global War on Terror after the 9/11 attacks.
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e Russia’s invasion of Ukraine prompted Finland and Sweden to abandon neutrality and join NATO, reflecting

Europe’s changing security environment.

Major Outcomes of the Ankara Summit

 Reaffirmation of Collective Defence

o NATO members reaffirmed their Article 5 commitment, reinforcing alliance unity and strengthening

deterrence against emerging threats.
e Historic Defence Spending Commitment

o Members reiterated The Hague Defence Commitment, pledging to spend 5% of GDP on defence by
2035, replacing the earlier 2%
o The increased investment aims to modernise armed forces, improve readiness, and enhance

technological capabilities.
e Continued Support for Ukraine

o The alliance reaffirmed unwavering support for Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integrity, and right

to self-defence against Russian aggression.
e Building a Strong European Defence Industrial Base

o A key priority is creating a technologically advanced Defence Industrial Base (DIB) through
increased investment, innovation, joint production, and resilient supply chains to sustain long-term

military preparedness.

Why Europe Needs Defence Industrial Self-Reliance

e The Ukraine conflict exposed serious weaknesses in Europe’s defence manufacturing.

e Major firms such as MBDA and Rheinmetall have reported shortages in ammunition and missile production.

e Although European defence spending has increased, nearly 50% of defence procurement during 2022-24
came from the United States, reflecting continued dependence on American military industries.

e Excessive reliance limits Europe’s strategic autonomy and reduces its ability to respond independently

during prolonged conflicts.

Lessons from Recent Conflicts

e Modern warfare has demonstrated that industrial capacity is as important as military strength.

e The extensive use of advanced munitions in recent conflicts, including the U.S.-Israel campaign against
Iran, highlights how quickly missile inventories can be depleted and how difficult they are to replenish.

e The Ukraine war has similarly shown that sustained conflicts require continuous production of missiles,

artillery, air defence systems, and precision-guided weapons.
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Global Implications

e Higher NATO defence spending is transforming the international arms market from a buyer’s market into a
seller’s market.

e Defence manufacturers are likely to prioritise domestic and allied requirements, leading to longer delivery
schedules, higher procurement costs, and shortages of critical technologies such as jet engines, missiles,

semiconductors, and advanced electronics.

Implications for India

¢ India, one of the world’s largest defence importers, faces increasing supply-chain vulnerabilities.

Delays in the delivery of GE F-404 engines for the Tejas Light Combat Aircraft illustrate the risks of

dependence on external suppliers.

e To strengthen national security, India must accelerate Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence by expanding
indigenous manufacturing of artificial intelligence, drones, cyber and electronic warfare systems,
missiles, semiconductors, and defence electronics.

Greater collaboration among DRDO, private industry, startups, and academia will be essential for building a

resilient defence ecosystem.

Way Forward

¢ India should diversify defence procurement while strengthening domestic production through Make in India
and Atmanirbhar Bharat.
¢ Investments in emerging technologies, defence research, ammunition production, resilient supply chains,

and defence exports should be prioritised to reduce import dependence and enhance strategic autonomy.

Conclusion

e The Ankara Summit 2026 signifies NATO’s transformation into a technologically advanced and industrially
resilient military alliance.

e By combining increased defence spending with stronger manufacturing capabilities, NATO seeks to enhance
long-term deterrence and operational readiness.

e However, this transformation will intensify competition for defence technologies and strain global supply
chains.

e For India, these developments reinforce the urgency of achieving self-reliance, expanding indigenous

defence innovation, and building a globally competitive military-industrial ecosystem.

Warning Signals for India from NATO’s Ankara Summit FAQs

Q1. What was the primary objective of the 2026 Ankara Summit?

Ans. The primary objective of the 2026 Ankara Summit was to strengthen NATO'’s collective defence, enhance

military capabilities, and establish a roadmap for implementing its strategic commitments.

Q2. Why is NATO focusing on building a stronger Defence Industrial Base (DIB)?
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Ans. NATO is strengthening its Defence Industrial Base to increase weapons production, improve supply-chain

resilience, and reduce dependence on external suppliers during prolonged conflicts.
Q3. How has the Russia-Ukraine War influenced NATO's strategy?

Ans. The Russia-Ukraine War has prompted NATO to increase defence spending, expand military preparedness, and

reinforce support for Ukraine while enhancing deterrence against future threats.
Q4. What challenges does the Ankara Summit create for India?

Ans. The Ankara Summit may intensify global competition for defence equipment, causing supply delays and

increasing the need for India to develop indigenous defence technologies.
Q5. Why is defence self-reliance becoming essential for India?

Ans. Defence self-reliance is becoming essential for India to reduce dependence on foreign suppliers, ensure

uninterrupted military preparedness, and strengthen its long-term strategic autonomy.

Source: The Hindu
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