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The Birth Anniversary of Munshi Premchand is observed every year on 31 July to honor one of India’s greatest
literary icons and pioneers of modern Hindi and Urdu literature. In 2026, the occasion will be celebrated on 31 July
2026. Popularly known as the “Upanyas Samrat” (Emperor of Novels), Munshi Premchand is remembered for
his realistic portrayal of Indian society, especially the lives of farmers, laborers, women, and marginalized
communities.

Why is Munshi Premchand’s Birth Anniversary Celebrated?

The Birth Anniversary of Munshi Premchand is celebrated to recognize his extraordinary contribution to Hindi
and Urdu literature and his role in shaping modern Indian fiction. Through his novels and short stories, he
highlighted social inequalities, rural poverty, women’s rights, caste discrimination, and the struggles of ordinary
people. His writings continue to inspire readers, scholars, and writers across generations.

Munshi Premchand Biography
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Munshi Premchand was one of India’s most celebrated writers and the pioneer of modern Hindi and Urdu
fiction. Revered as the “Upanyas Samrat” (Emperor of Novels), he used literature as a powerful medium to
expose social injustices and advocate for equality, compassion, and reform.

Date of Birth: 31 July 1880.
Pen Names: Initially wrote as “Nawab Rai”; switched to “Premchand” after the British banned his short story
collection Soz-e-Watan in 1910.
Birthplace: Lamhi village, near Varanasi (then Benares), in present-day Uttar Pradesh.
Father: Ajaib Lal, a postal clerk in the British administration.
Mother: Anandi Devi, who passed away when Premchand was still a child.
Childhood: Grew up in modest financial conditions and experienced several personal hardships, which
deeply influenced his writings.
Education: Studied Urdu and Persian in his early years and later learned Hindi and English. Much of his
literary knowledge came from self-study and extensive reading.
Marriage: Married at a young age according to the customs of the time. Later, he married Shivrani Devi,
who supported his literary career and later wrote Premchand Ghar Mein, a memoir about his life.
Early Career: Began his professional life as a school teacher and was later promoted to the position of
Deputy Sub-Inspector of Schools in the education department.
Influence of Freedom Movement: Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi‘s Non-Cooperation Movement, he
resigned from his government job in 1921 to devote himself fully to literature, journalism, and social service.
Languages of Writing: Wrote extensively in both Urdu and Hindi, making significant contributions to the
literary traditions of both languages.
Literary Style: Known for his simple, realistic, and emotionally engaging writing style, which made
complex social issues accessible to ordinary readers.
Major Literary Genres: Authored novels, short stories, essays, plays, children’s literature,
translations, editorials, and speeches.
Literary Contribution: Widely regarded as the father of modern Hindi fiction for introducing social
realism into Indian literature.
Themes in His Writings: Focused on rural life, poverty, farmers’ struggles, caste discrimination,
women’s rights, dowry, child marriage, corruption, exploitation, education, nationalism, and
human values.
Representation of Rural India: His novels vividly portrayed the hardships faced by peasants, laborers, and
economically weaker sections during British rule.
Women’s Issues: Strongly advocated for women’s dignity and highlighted issues such as child marriage,
widowhood, dowry, domestic oppression, and gender inequality.

Books Written by Munshi Premchand

Munshi Premchand authored numerous novels and short stories that transformed Hindi and Urdu literature through
their realistic portrayal of Indian society, rural life, and social issues.
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Godaan (1936): His masterpiece, depicting the struggles of farmers, rural poverty, social inequality, and the
hardships of peasant life under the zamindari system.
Gaban (1931): Explores middle-class aspirations, greed, morality, financial pressures, and the
consequences of materialism.
Nirmala (1927): Highlights social evils such as child marriage, dowry, gender inequality, and the emotional
suffering of women.
Sevasadan (1918): Focuses on women’s empowerment, social reform, prostitution, and the need for
dignity and justice.
Rangbhoomi (1924): Examines colonial rule, industrialization, land rights, and the exploitation of
marginalized communities.

Birth Anniversary of Munshi Premchand Significance

The Birth Anniversary of Munshi Premchand is an occasion to remember one of India’s greatest literary legends and
celebrate his enduring contribution to Hindi and Urdu literature.

Honors a Literary Icon: Pays tribute to Munshi Premchand, popularly known as the “Upanyas Samrat”,
for his remarkable contribution to Indian literature.
Promotes Reading and Literature: Encourages students, researchers, and literature enthusiasts to
explore his timeless novels and short stories.
Raises Social Awareness: Highlights important issues such as poverty, caste discrimination, women’s
rights, child marriage, dowry, and rural hardships that he addressed in his works.
Preserves India’s Literary Heritage: Celebrates the rich legacy of Hindi and Urdu literature while
ensuring that Premchand’s writings continue to inspire future generations.
Inspires Human Values: Reinforces the ideals of compassion, honesty, equality, social justice, and
empathy, making his works relevant even in contemporary society.
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