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The Anti Paper Leak Bill 2026 refers to the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment
Bill, 2026, which aims to strengthen the legal framework against question paper leaks, organised cheating, and
other unfair practices in public examinations. The proposed amendment seeks to amend the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 by introducing stricter penalties, fast-track courts, and enhanced
accountability to ensure fair and transparent examinations.

Why Anti Paper Leak Bill 2026 in News?

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 is in the news after it was
passed by the Lok Sabha and subsequently cleared by a voice vote in the Rajya Sabha amid an
Opposition walkout. The Bill has now received President Droupadi Murmu’s assent, making it law. It
strengthens the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 by introducing fast-track
courts, stricter punishments, and stronger measures to curb question paper leaks and organized examination-
related offences.
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What is the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026?

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 is a proposed legislation that
seeks to amend the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024. Its objective is to create a
stronger legal framework to prevent paper leaks, impersonation, organised cheating, and other unfair means
adopted during public examinations.

The amendment focuses on ensuring speedy investigation, stronger punishment, improved examination security,
and better institutional accountability to preserve the credibility of recruitment and entrance examinations.

Anti Paper Leak Bill 2026 Objectives

The Anti Paper Leak Bill 2026 aims to ensure a transparent, secure, and merit-based examination system across the
country.

Prevent question paper leaks and examination malpractices.
Deter organised cheating through stricter legal provisions.
Ensure fair and merit-based recruitment.
Protect the interests of honest candidates.
Improve transparency in public examinations.
Strengthen digital security and confidentiality of examination papers.
Enhance accountability of examination agencies and officials.
Enable speedy justice through fast-track courts.
Restore public confidence in recruitment and entrance examinations.

Anti Paper Leak Bill 2026 Key Features

The Anti Paper Leak Bill 2026 strengthens the existing legal framework by introducing stricter penalties, faster
judicial processes, enhanced examination security, and greater accountability to prevent paper leaks and ensure
fair public examinations.

Fast-Track Courts: Establishes special courts for the speedy trial and disposal of paper leak and
examination malpractice cases.
Stricter Punishments: Provides enhanced imprisonment and higher monetary penalties for individuals and
organised groups involved in examination fraud.
Action Against Organised Syndicates: Targets criminal networks involved in paper leaks through stricter
investigation and prosecution.
Enhanced Digital Security: Promotes secure handling and transmission of question papers using advanced
cybersecurity measures and encryption.
Institutional Accountability: Fixes responsibility on examination authorities and service providers for
maintaining examination integrity.

Page 2 of 4

https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/fast-track-courts-in-india/


Protection of Genuine Candidates: Ensures fair opportunities by safeguarding the examination process
from unfair practices.
Improved Investigation Mechanism: Strengthens coordination among investigating agencies for effective
detection and prosecution of offences.
Deterrence Against Malpractices: Creates a stronger legal deterrent to reduce cheating, impersonation,
and question paper leaks in public examinations.

Also Read: Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill 2026

Need for the Amendment

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 has been proposed to
address the growing menace of paper leaks and organised examination fraud, which have undermined the
credibility of public examinations and delayed recruitment processes across the country.

Rising Paper Leak Incidents: Frequent leaks have compromised the integrity of recruitment and entrance
examinations.
Stronger Legal Deterrence: Existing provisions require tougher penalties to discourage organised
examination fraud.
Speedy Justice: Fast-track courts are needed for the timely investigation and disposal of paper leak cases.
Protection of Merit: Ensures that deserving candidates are selected based on merit rather than unfair
practices.
Prevent Organised Crime: Targets criminal syndicates involved in paper leaks, impersonation, and
cheating.
Restore Public Trust: Rebuilds confidence in the fairness and transparency of public examinations.
Strengthen Digital Security: Addresses evolving cyber threats through enhanced security measures for
examination systems.

Also Read: UGC Rules 2026

Challenges in Implementation

While the Anti Paper Leak Bill 2026 strengthens the legal framework against examination malpractices, its
effective implementation will require robust coordination, technological capacity, and timely enforcement across
the country.

Organised Paper Leak Networks: Criminal syndicates use sophisticated methods, making detection and
prosecution challenging.
Insider Involvement: Leaks may occur due to the involvement of officials, printing staff, or other personnel
with access to confidential examination materials.
Cybersecurity Threats: Digital examination systems remain vulnerable to hacking, data breaches, and
cyberattacks.
Coordination Among Agencies: Effective implementation requires seamless coordination between central
agencies, state governments, police, and examination authorities.
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Timely Investigation and Trial: Ensuring fast-track courts function efficiently without creating case
backlogs may be challenging.
Capacity Constraints: Investigating examination fraud requires trained personnel, digital forensic experts,
and modern technological infrastructure.
Uniform Implementation Across States: Differences in administrative capacity and enforcement
mechanisms may lead to inconsistent implementation.
Protection of Genuine Candidates: Authorities must ensure that strict enforcement does not unfairly
impact innocent candidates during investigations or re-examinations.
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