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Bogibeel Bridge

The Bogibeel Bridge is one of the most important infrastructure projects in Northeast India. Built across the

mighty Brahmaputra River in Assam, it connects Dibrugarh and Dhemaji and serves both road and railway
traffic. Apart from improving regional connectivity, the bridge has major importance for trade, tourism and

national defence.

Bogibeel Bridge History and Location

e The history of the Bogibeel Bridge can be traced to the Assam Accord of 1985, under which several
infrastructure projects were planned to improve connectivity and development in Assam.

e« The Bogibeel Bridge is 4.94 km long, making it one of the longest rail-cum-road bridges in India and an
important engineering achievement in the Northeast.

e The project was sanctioned by the Government of India in 1997-98, with the aim of improving transport
connectivity across the Brahmaputra and supporting the development of the region.

e The foundation stone was laid in January 1997 by Prime Minister H. D. Deve Gowda, while the actual

construction work was inaugurated in 2002 by Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Page 1 of 3


https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/assam-accord/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/atal-bihari-vajpayee/

o After several years of construction, the bridge was finally inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on 25 December 2018, on the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Good
Governance Day.

e The bridge is located across the Brahmaputra River in Assam and connects Dibrugarh district on the
southern bank with Dhemaji district on the northern bank.

e The bridge is also an important gateway towards Arunachal Pradesh, making it strategically and
economically important for the wider Northeast region.

e With its combination of railway and road connectivity, the Bogibeel Bridge has become an important

landmark and a major attraction for visitors exploring Assam and Northeast India.

Bogibeel Bridge Key Features and Architecture

e The Bogibeel Bridge is a rail-cum-road bridge, carrying railway traffic on its lower deck and road traffic on
its upper deck.

e It has a double railway line on the lower deck and a three-lane road on the upper deck, allowing
both rail and road traffic to cross the Brahmaputra through the same structure.

e The bridge was specially designed for the earthquake-prone conditions of Northeast India. Its structure
uses fully welded steel-concrete support beams designed to withstand strong seismic activity.

e The bridge is capable of withstanding earthquakes of around magnitude 7, making seismic safety one of its
most important engineering features.

¢ Its robust design also enables it to withstand strong weather conditions, including high wind speeds,
adding to its resilience in the challenging climatic conditions of Assam.

e The bridge has an expected service life of around 120 years, reflecting its long-term engineering and
infrastructure value.

e The Bogibeel Bridge offers impressive views of the Brahmaputra River and the surrounding green
landscape, making it not only an engineering landmark but also a popular visual attraction.

e Its construction involved a consortium of companies led by the Hindustan Construction Company (HCC),
with specialised engineering techniques used to construct the bridge across the wide river.

e Its long span across the Brahmaputra and its earthquake-resistant design make the bridge an important

example of modern infrastructure engineering in a difficult geographical environment.

Bogibeel Bridge Connectivity

e The most important purpose of the Bogibeel Bridge is to improve transport connectivity across the
Brahmaputra by providing both railway and road links between the northern and southern banks.

e The bridge connects Dibrugarh and Dhemaji and provides a faster route towards Arunachal Pradesh,
including better connectivity with its capital, Itanagar.

e |t connects the existing NH-37 on the southern bank with NH-52 on the northern bank, creating an
important road transportation link in the region.

e Improved connectivity has helped facilitate the movement of people, goods and essential services,

benefiting trade, tourism and access to healthcare and other facilities.
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e The bridge has reduced the travel distance and time between several parts of Upper Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh, making movement across the region more convenient.

e Better rail and road connectivity also supports the movement of tourists and commercial goods,
strengthening economic activities in the Northeast.

e The bridge is part of the wider effort to improve intra-Northeast connectivity and strengthen links
between the Northeast and the rest of India.

e Improved regional connectivity can also support wider economic opportunities arising from projects such as
the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway and other international and transnational connectivity

initiatives.
Bogibeel Bridge Significance

e« The Bogibeel Bridge has major strategic importance because it provides a faster route for the movement of
troops, defence personnel and military equipment towards areas close to the India-China border.

e Its location in Assam and its connectivity towards Arunachal Pradesh make it an important part of India’s
strategic and defence infrastructure in the Northeast.

e The bridge has strengthened regional connectivity, helping people travel more easily for employment,
education, healthcare, tourism and other purposes.

e It has also created better conditions for the movement of trade goods, supporting economic development
and strengthening commercial links within the Northeast.

e The bridge is important for tourism development as well. The surrounding Brahmaputra landscape offers
opportunities for river cruises, houseboat experiences, photography, cycling and other recreational
activities.

e The nearby Bogibeel Ghat has also emerged as a potential river-tourism destination, adding to the
attraction of the region.

e The bridge symbolises India’s engineering capability and commitment to developing Northeast
India, particularly in areas where difficult terrain and natural conditions make infrastructure development
challenging.

e It has also become an important landmark of Assam, offering visitors scenic views of the Brahmaputra and

its lush surroundings.
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