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Vande Mataram To Be Sung at Red Fort For First Time on Independence Day 2026 marks an important
moment in India’s national history. The National Song, written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, has been closely
associated with the freedom movement and national identity. The 2026 Independence Day ceremony will also
highlight the 150 year legacy of Vande Mataram, its historical significance, meaning, national status and place in
India’s patriotic tradition.

Why is Vande Mataram in News?

Vande Mataram will be sung from the ramparts of the Red Fort for the first time during the Independence Day
ceremony on August 15, 2026. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will lead the 80th Independence Day celebrations
in New Delhi. The decision is significant because 2026 marks the 150 year commemoration of Vande Mataram, a
composition associated closely with India’s freedom movement.

Vande Mataram To Be Sung at Red Fort For First Time
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The National Song will be sung when Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi arrives at the Red Fort. The Prime Minister
will then hoist the National Flag and address the Nation.

First Red Fort rendition: Vande Mataram will become a scheduled part of the Independence Day
ceremony at the Red Fort for the first time in 2026.
150 year milestone: The inclusion coincides with the 150 year commemoration of Vande Mataram, whose
composition is traced to 1875. The nationwide commemoration runs from November 7, 2025, to November 7,
2026.
Yuva Shakti focus: The 2026 celebrations will highlight Yuva Shakti and the contribution of young Indians
towards the goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047.
2,500 participants: Around 2,500 NCC cadets and My Bharat volunteers will form ‘वंदे  मातरम् ’ on
Gyanpath opposite the Red Fort ramparts.
Mi-17 tribute: An Indian Air Force Mi-17 helicopter will carry a banner marking 150 years of Vande Mataram
and shower flower petals over the gathering.
National band performances: Military and security force bands are performing Vande Mataram themed
programmes at 343 prominent locations from August 8 to August 15, 2026.

National Song of India Vande Mataram

Vande Mataram is India’s National Song and holds an important place in the history of the freedom movement. Its
meaning is commonly understood as “I bow to thee, Mother.”

Author: Vande Mataram was written by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee. The composition was first published
in Bangadarshan on November 7, 1875 and later appeared in Anandamath, published in 1882.
Language: The composition uses Sanskrit and Bengali elements. It presents the motherland through
imagery of nature, prosperity, beauty and devotion.
First Congress rendition: Rabindranath Tagore sang Vande Mataram at the 1896 session of the Indian
National Congress in Calcutta.
Freedom movement: Vande Mataram became a powerful patriotic expression during the freedom struggle.
It was particularly associated with the Swadeshi Movement of 1905.
National Song status: On January 24, 1950, Dr. Rajendra Prasad announced that Vande Mataram, because
of its historic role in the freedom struggle, would be honoured equally with Jana Gana Mana.
Difference Between Vande Mataram and National Anthem: Jana Gana Mana is India’s National
Anthem, while Vande Mataram is the National Song. Both hold distinct constitutional and historical positions
in India’s national symbolism.

15 August Independence Day 2026

Independence Day 2026 will mark 79 years since independence and India’s 80th Independence Day celebration
on August 15, 2026. The Red Fort will remain the central venue.

Historical date: India became independent on August 15, 1947, following the end of British colonial rule
and the transfer of power under the Indian Independence Act, 1947.
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Celebrations: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will hoist the National Flag from the Red Fort and
deliver the customary address to the Nation.
Youth participation: Nineteen medal winning students from the International Olympiads 2026 will attend
and be seated on the ramparts.
Special Guests: Approximately 5,000 achievers from fields including innovation, startups, skill
development, farming, entrepreneurship, science, sanitation and public service have been invited.
Cultural diversity: More than 1,500 Delhi based people from different States and Union Territories will
attend in traditional attire, representing India’s cultural diversity.
Public participation: Competitions and quizzes on subjects including Fundamental Rights, women in the
freedom movement, space technology, nuclear technology and AI were organised before the celebrations.

Vande Mataram Song Lyrics

The following opening two stanzas are the nationally recognised portion traditionally associated with official use of
Vande Mataram. The phrase “Vande Mataram” means “I bow to thee, Mother.” The lyrics of the Vande Mataram
Song are:

“वन्दे  मातरम्।

सुजलाम्  सुफलाम्  मलय़जशीतलाम् ,

शस्यश्यामलाम्  मातरम्।  वन्दे  मातरम्।

शुभ्रज्योत्स्ना  पुलकितयामिनीम् ,

फुल्लकुसुमित  द्रुमदलशोभिनीम् ,

सुहासिनीम्  सुमधुरभाषिणीम् ,

सुखदाम्  वरदाम्  मातरम्।  वन्दे  मातरम्। ”

Vande Mataram Code of Conduct

The legal position concerning Vande Mataram differs from the National Anthem’s formal protocol. The 2026 law
focuses specifically on intentional prevention or disruption of its singing.

Vande Mataram is accorded equal honour with Jana Gana Mana, based on the declaration made by Dr.
Rajendra Prasad on January 24, 1950.
The legal protection against disruption does not by itself mean that every person can be compelled to sing
the National Song. 
The Supreme Court’s Bijoe Emmanuel Judgment (1986) remains important on individual conscience. The
Court held that respectful silence without singing the National Anthem cannot constitute disrespect,
protecting freedom of conscience under Articles 19(1)(a) and 25.
The 2026 amendment extends statutory protection to Vande Mataram against intentional prevention of its
singing or disturbance of an assembly engaged in singing it.
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The full rendition is considerably longer than Jana Gana Mana. A Vande Mataram Full Version has been
reported at around 3 minutes and 10 seconds, compared with about 52 seconds for the National Anthem.

Vande Mataram Bill 2026

The Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Bill 2026, was introduced to extend statutory
protection under the 1971 law to India’s National Song.

Introduction: The Bill was introduced in the Rajya Sabha on July 24, 2026, during the Monsoon Session of
Parliament.
Parliamentary approval: The Rajya Sabha passed the Bill on July 29, while the Lok Sabha cleared it on
July 30, 2026.
Presidential assent: President Droupadi Murmu gave assent on August 11, 2026, converting the
amendment into law.
Punishable conduct: Intentionally preventing the singing of the National Song or causing disturbance to
an assembly engaged in singing it can attract imprisonment up to three years, a fine, or both.
Repeat conviction: A second and every subsequent conviction carries a minimum imprisonment of one
year under the amended provision.
Legal significance: The amendment brings Vande Mataram within the statutory protection already
available against deliberate disruption of the National Anthem under the Prevention of Insults to National
Honour Act 1971.

Vande Mataram 150 Years

The 150 year of Vande Mataram commemoration recognises the long historical journey of Vande Mataram from
a literary composition to a major symbol of India’s national movement.

Origin year: Vande Mataram is associated with 1875, when Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay composed
the work. Its first publication was in Bangadarshan on November 7, 1875.
Year long commemoration: The Government launched the nationwide 150 year commemoration on
November 7, 2025, with programmes scheduled through November 7, 2026.
National launch: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the year long commemoration at the
Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium, New Delhi, on November 7, 2025. A commemorative stamp and coin were
also released.
Red Fort Ceremony: The Independence Day 2026 rendition adds a major national ceremonial dimension to
the 150 year commemoration. It links the song’s freedom movement legacy with the country’s 80th
Independence Day. 
National significance: Vande Mataram continues to represent patriotism, the freedom struggle, devotion
to the motherland and the historical contribution of generations who participated in India’s independence
movement.
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Independence Day 2026 Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign 2026

Forward Bloc Subhash Chandra Bose

Azad Hind Fauj Gopal Krishna Gokhale

Jawaharlal Nehru Surendranath Banerjee

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Rabindranath Tagore

Sarojini Naidu Acharya Vinoba Bhave

Madam Bhikaji Cama Sarvodaya Movement

Slogans of Freedom Fighters Indian National Movements 

Important Days in 2026 Republic Day 2026

National Song National Anthem

National Flag Code of India 2002 National Flag

Indian Independence Act 1947  Revolt of 1857 

Swadeshi Movement  Home Rule Movement 

Non-Cooperation Movement Civil Disobedience Movement 

Azad Hind Fauj and INA Trials Cabinet Mission Plan 

Partition of India 1947 Mountbatten Plan 

Constituent Assembly of India Fundamental Duties 

Constitutional Values Preamble of the Indian

National Symbols of India Madan Mohan Malviya

Pingali Venkayya Dadabhai Naoroji
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