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Kunzum Pass Location and Key Facts

e Kunzum Pass, also known as Kunzum La, is a high mountain pass located in the Lahaul and Spiti
district of Himachal Pradesh.

e It lies on the route connecting the Lahaul Valley with the Spiti Valley and acts as an important gateway
to the remote Spiti region.

e The route is generally accessible during the summer and early autumn months, depending on snowfall
and road conditions.

e At the top of the pass is the Kunzum Mata Temple, dedicated to Kunzum Devi.

e Chandratal Lake, one of the major attractions of the Spiti region, is located nearby.

e The area around Kunzum Pass also offers impressive views of snow-covered peaks, glaciers, rocky

slopes and the surrounding valleys.

Kunzum Pass Altitude and Geographical Features

e Kunzum Pass stands at an elevation of about 4,551 metres (14,931 feet) above sea level, making it one

of the high-altitude motorable passes in India. Its elevation also makes the region prone to extreme cold
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and heavy snowfall.

e Geographically, the pass lies between the Lahaul and Spiti valleys and forms an important crossing
through the Himalayan mountain ranges.

e The landscape changes noticeably around the pass, with rugged mountains, barren slopes and sparse
vegetation typical of the cold desert environment of Spiti.

e The approach to Kunzum Pass is known for its steep gradients and numerous hairpin bends, making the
journey challenging as well as scenic. The surrounding mountains provide panoramic views of the Chandra-
Bhaga ranges and snow-covered Himalayan peaks.

e The region is also associated with the Bara Shigri Glacier, one of the major glaciers of Himachal Pradesh.

The glacier and the surrounding high mountains add to the geographical and scenic significance of the pass.
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