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World Ozone Day 2025 is marked every year on 16 September to raise awareness about protecting the ozone layer,
which serves as Earth’s natural shield against harmful ultraviolet (UV) rays. The day also highlights the success of
the Montreal Protocol, an international treaty that united nations to tackle the problem of ozone depletion. For
students, teachers, and communities alike, this occasion is a reminder of how collective action can protect the
environment. Learning about the ozone layer’s role and taking steps to safeguard it is essential for ensuring a
healthier planet for future generations.

World Ozone Day 2025

World Ozone Day, formally called the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, is observed every
year on 16 September. The United Nations declared this observance in 1994 to honor the signing of the Montreal
Protocol in 1987, a landmark agreement where countries came together to phase out substances responsible for
damaging the ozone layer.
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The Ozone Layer, located in the Earth’s stratosphere, plays a crucial role by filtering out most of the Sun’s harmful
ultraviolet (UV) radiation. Protecting it is vital, as excessive UV exposure can endanger human health, disrupt
ecosystems, and threaten agricultural productivity. This day serves as a reminder of both the progress achieved
through global cooperation and the responsibility to continue safeguarding this natural shield for future
generations.

World Ozone Day 2025 History

The Ozone Layer was first identified in 1913 by French scientists Charles Fabry and Henri Buisson, who noticed that
certain ultraviolet rays from the Sun were being absorbed in the atmosphere. Decades later, in the 1980s, the
discovery of a massive “ozone hole” over Antarctica revealed just how fragile this protective shield had become,
underscoring the urgent need for action.

This urgency led to the signing of the Montreal Protocol on 16 September 1987, widely regarded as one of the most
successful international environmental agreements. Its primary objective was to eliminate ozone-depleting
chemicals such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), which were widely used in aerosols, refrigeration, and air-
conditioning systems. The treaty has been ratified by all 197 UN member nations, a rare achievement in global
cooperation.

The depletion of the Ozone Layer has slowed significantly, and scientific projections suggest that, with sustained
global effort, the ozone could return to pre-1980 levels by the middle of this century. The Montreal Protocol stands
as proof that coordinated international action can tackle even the most pressing environmental challenges.

World Ozone Day 2025 Theme

Every year, World Ozone Day is observed with a specific theme that draws attention to present challenges and
achievements in protecting the Ozone Layer. The World Ozone Day 2025 Theme is “Ozone for Life”. It emphasizes
the enduring role of the Ozone Layer as Earth’s natural shield against harmful ultraviolet radiation and reinforces
the need to preserve it for future generations. At the same time, the theme celebrates the success of the Montreal
Protocol, reminding the world how international cooperation can deliver lasting environmental progress.

World Ozone Day 2025 Theme

Year Theme

2023
Montreal Protocol: Fixing the Ozone Layer and Reducing Climate
Change

2024 Ozone For Life: 35 Years of Ozone Layer Protection

2025 Ozone for Life
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World Ozone Day 2025 Importance

The Ozone Layer, made up of molecules of ozone (O₃), is found in the lower stratosphere, roughly 10 to 30
kilometers above the Earth’s surface. Its primary function is to absorb the Sun’s most harmful ultraviolet radiation,
particularly UV-B and UV-C rays, which pose serious risks to life on Earth.

Without this natural shield, the consequences would be severe. Cases of skin cancer, cataracts, and other health
problems linked to UV exposure would rise sharply. Plant growth and marine life, especially plankton, the
foundation of aquatic food chains would face heavy disruption. Such damage would cascade through ecosystems,
threatening biodiversity and long-term ecological balance. Ozone depletion also has wider impacts, including
disturbances in weather systems and shifts in the global climate.

World Ozone Day Facts

The ozone layer was first discovered in 1913.
Its depletion was recognized as a global crisis only in the late 20th century.
The Montreal Protocol, signed in 1987, is regarded as the world’s most successful environmental treaty.
Phasing out ozone-depleting substances also helps slow climate change.
These chemicals not only damage ozone but also trap heat in the atmosphere.
Protecting the ozone layer requires global cooperation.
Every nation’s actions, or lack of them, directly affect its recovery.
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