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Anamudi Shola National Park is a small but ecologically important protected area located in the Western
Ghats of Kerala, near Munnar. It is known for its rich biodiversity, cool climate, and scenic natural beauty.
The park is famous for its unique shola forests, which are dense patches of trees surrounded by grasslands,
supporting many endemic species. It is also part of a larger network of protected areas, making it important for
wildlife conservation and habitat connectivity. In addition, the park plays a key role in watershed

protection and maintaining ecological balance in the region.

What is Anamudi Shola National Park?

¢ Anamudi Shola National Park is a small yet ecologically rich protected area located in the Western
Ghats of Kerala, specifically in Idukki district. It is known for its natural beauty, dense forests, and
unique biodiversity, making it one of the most scenic regions in South India.

e The park was officially declared a National Park in 2003 to protect its fragile ecosystem and rare species. It

is also part of the Anamalai sub-cluster of the Western Ghats, which has been recognized as a UNESCO
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World Heritage Site due to its global ecological importance.
e Despite its relatively small size, the park plays a major role in conservation, especially because it lies

within a network of protected forests that support wildlife movement and biodiversity.

Where is Anamudi Shola National Park Located?

e The park is located in the southern Western Ghats, one of the world’s most important biodiversity
hotspots. It lies in a region surrounded by several other protected areas, forming a continuous forest
ecosystem.

e It is bordered by Eravikulam National Park, Pampadum Shola National Park, Chinnar Wildlife
Sanctuary, and Mathikettan Shola Park, which together create a strong conservation landscape.

e The nearest town is Munnar (about 53 km away), while Kochi is around 160 km away, making the park
accessible yet protected from heavy human disturbance.

e Entry into the core area is generally restricted, which helps preserve its delicate environment and reduces

human impact.

Why is Anamudi Shola National Park Important?

e The park is named after Anamudi Peak (2,695 meters), which is the highest peak in South India,
giving the region both geographical and ecological significance.

o It plays a crucial role in watershed management, as it forms the origin and catchment area for important
rivers like the Pambar and Chinnar, which support surrounding ecosystems and human settlements.

e Being part of the Western Ghats, the park supports high levels of endemism, meaning many plants and
animals found here exist nowhere else in the world.

e It also helps in climate regulation, maintaining rainfall patterns and supporting overall environmental

stability in the region.

What are the Geographical Features of the Park?

e The park is made up of three main forest regions: Mannavanshola, Idavarashola, and Pullardishola,
which together form a compact but diverse landscape.
¢ |t features rugged mountains, steep slopes, valleys, and grasslands, creating a variety of natural
habitats within a small area.
e The forests in the park include:
o Southern Subtropical Hill Forests, found at moderate elevations
o Southern Montane Wet Temperate Forests, found in cooler and wetter areas
o Moist Deciduous Forests, found in lower regions
e These varied landscapes allow different species to thrive, making the park ecologically diverse and

balanced.

What Makes the Shola Forest Ecosystem Unique?
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e The park is famous for its shola forests, which are patches of dense, stunted evergreen trees
surrounded by rolling grasslands.

e These forests are rich in lichens, mosses, and climbing plants, which are indicators of clean air and
high-altitude conditions.

e The shola-grassland ecosystem is highly specialized and supports rare and endemic species, making it
extremely valuable for conservation.

e As you move down from higher altitudes, the natural landscape gradually transitions into tea plantations,

showing how human activity coexists with natural ecosystems.

What Type of Flora is Found in the Park?

¢ Anamudi Shola National Park supports a wide variety of plant species, thanks to its cool climate and
continuous water supply.
e The park contains around:
o 174 species of herbs and shrubs, which form the ground vegetation
o 62 species of trees, contributing to forest structure
o 40 species of climbers, many of which are rare or endemic
e These plants are important for providing food and shelter to wildlife, as well as for soil conservation,

water retention, and climate regulation.

What Animals are Found in Anamudi Shola National

Park?

e The park is home to a rich variety of wildlife, including several endangered and endemic species.
e Major mammals include:
o Elephants, Tigers, Leopards, and Panthers, which are top predators and keystone species

o Indian Bison (Gaur), Sambar Deer, and Spotted Deer, which are important herbivores

It also supports rare species such as:
o Nilgiri Tahr and Lion-tailed Macaque, both endemic to the Western Ghats
o Giant Grizzled Squirrel and Flying Squirrel, which are rarely seen
e Other animals like Sloth Bear, Hanuman Langur, and civet cats add to the park’s biodiversity, making it

a safe habitat for both large and small species.

Why is Anamudi Shola National Park Ecologically
Significant?

¢ Anamudi Shola National Park is an important biodiversity hotspot in the Western Ghats, supporting a
wide range of plant and animal species, many of which are endemic and not found anywhere else in the
world.

e It plays a crucial role in watershed conservation, as it forms the catchment area for rivers like the

Pambar and Chinnar, ensuring water availability for both ecosystems and nearby human settlements.
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e The park protects the unique shola-grassland ecosystem, which is highly sensitive and essential for
maintaining ecological balance in high-altitude regions.

¢ It serves as a safe habitat for endangered species such as the Nilgiri Tahr, Lion-tailed Macaque, and
other rare wildlife, making it vital for conservation efforts.

e Being part of a network of protected areas, it helps in maintaining wildlife corridors, allowing animals to
move freely and ensuring genetic diversity.

e The park contributes to climate regulation and environmental stability, helping in carbon storage,
rainfall regulation, and temperature balance.

e It is also significant for scientific research and ecological studies, especially related to high-altitude

ecosystems and endemic species.
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