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Every year on 11 November, India observes National Education Day to mark the birth anniversary of Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad (born 11 November 1888), the country’s first Education Minister (1947-58). In 2025, this day takes on

new significance as India accelerates its education reform agenda and embraces digital and inclusive learning. The
day provides an opportunity to reflect on Azad’s vision of accessible, value-based education and to reaffirm our

commitment to quality learning for all.

National Education Day 2025

National Education Day was formally declared by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (now Ministry of
Education) in September 2008, to be celebrated each year on 11 November beginning from 2008 onwards. The
primary aim of the day is to honour Maulana Azad’s contribution to education, and to raise awareness about the
pivotal role of learning in national development, equality and social progress. On this day, schools, colleges and
universities across India organize seminars, debates, essay-writing and other activities around the importance of

education.
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National Education Day 2025 Historical Background

The Historical background and evolution of the National Education Day 2025 has been listed below in the

chronological order:

1. 1888: Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was born on 11 November 1888 in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. His early education
was deeply rooted in Islamic studies and classical learning.

2. 1890s: His family moved to Calcutta, where he continued his education and developed a strong interest in
literature, philosophy, and reformist thought.

3. 1912: Azad founded the Urdu weekly Al-Hilal, which became a powerful medium to promote education,
freedom, and social awareness among Indians.

4. 1920s-1930s: During the freedom struggle, Azad emphasized education as a key to national unity and
progress, participating in movements led by Mahatma Gandhi.

5. 1947: After independence, he became India’s first Minister of Education, setting the foundation for a modern,
inclusive education system.

6. 1948-1956: Azad played a central role in establishing key educational bodies like the University Grants
Commission (UGC), Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur, and All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE).

7. 1958: Maulana Azad passed away on 22 February 1958, leaving behind a strong educational legacy.

8. 2008: The Government of India declared 11 November as National Education Day to honour his contribution

and vision for education.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Biography

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (1888-1958) was a scholar, freedom fighter, and visionary educationist who helped shape
modern India’s learning system. Born in Mecca and raised in Calcutta, he mastered Arabic, Persian, and Urdu at an
early age. As India’s first Education Minister, he focused on expanding access to scientific and technical education.
His efforts led to the creation of premier institutions like IITs and UGC. Azad believed that education was the

foundation of national progress and unity.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Legacy

The Nov 11 date coincides with Azad’s birthday and was chosen to commemorate his lifelong commitment to
education. By celebrating on this date, India reaffirms that education must form part of every citizen’s life, not

merely schooling.

e Azad served as India’s first Education Minister from 15 August 1947 until 2 February 1958.

e Under his leadership, landmark institutions were founded: the University Grants Commission (UGC), the
Indian Institutes of Technology (lITs), and the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) were
established or strengthened.

e He championed the ideals of universal education, scientific temper, national integration and social equity

through schooling and higher education.
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National Education Day 2025 Theme

For 2025, the theme of National Education Day is “Al and Education- Preserving Human Agency in a World of

Automation”. This theme brings into focus the growing role of artificial intelligence, digital platforms and

automation in learning, while emphasising that human agency, creativity, ethics and values must remain central to

education. It challenges us to ensure technology serves learning and belonging, not replace it.

National Education Day 2025 Observance

On National Education Day 2025, educational institutions and communities across India will engage in:

Seminars, debates and workshops on the theme of inclusive, digital and value-based education;

Essay writing, poster-making and quiz competitions for students on topics like right to education, Al in
classrooms, equity;

Teacher-recognition programmes, since teachers are foundational to Azad’s vision of education as human-
centred and reformative;

Awareness-campaigns for lifelong learning and adult literacy, aligning with the goal of “education for all” and
the need to reach out to marginalised groups;

Digital-education initiatives, especially around Al, e-learning, and bridging rural-urban divides in access and

infrastructure.

National Education Day 2025 Challenges

Despite progress, India’s education system continues to confront key challenges:

Persistent out-of-school children and learning losses, especially after disruptions such as the pandemic;
Quality and outcome gaps- enrolment may be high, but learning levels remain uneven;

Teacher shortage and training- especially in rural and remote areas;

Digital divide- access to technology, internet and devices still inconsistent;

Inclusivity barriers- girls, children with disabilities, marginalised communities often face structural
impediments;

Infrastructure deficits- inadequate classrooms, toilets, labs, libraries;

Mismatch between education and employability- many youths find it difficult to convert learning into jobs;
Fragmented governance and funding- ULBs, states and Central roles need sync;

Over-emphasis on exams rather than holistic learning;

Rapid technological change- Al, automation, and digital tools evolving fast; education systems must adapt.

Way Forward:

Strengthening foundational literacy and numeracy by class lll, ensuring every child can read, write and
compute;
Leveraging technology and Al for personalised, adaptive learning, while ensuring human values and agency

remain central;
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e Upskilling and reskilling teachers, providing continuous professional development and promoting teacher
leadership;

e Bridging the digital divide by ensuring access to devices, connectivity and high-quality digital content in rural
regions;

e Promoting equity and inclusion through scholarships, targeted interventions for girls, children with disabilities
and the marginalised;

e Improving infrastructure and amenities in schools, safe buildings, labs, libraries, toilets, playgrounds;

¢ Linking learning to livelihoods, strengthen vocational, skill-based pathways, entrepreneurship and industry-
education linkages;

e Encouraging lifelong learning, adult literacy programmes, continuing education, community learning centres;

e Fostering values-based education, ethics, citizenship, critical thinking and sustainability reflected in curricula;

e Monitoring, assessment and reform, use data, learning outcomes, and continuous review to evaluate

progress and reform policy.

National Education Day 2025 Significance

National Education Day serves several key functions:

¢ Emphasising education as a fundamental right and means of social empowerment;

e Reflecting on progress and challenges in India’s education system;

e Inspiring stakeholders, teachers, students, policymakers, to drive reforms;

e Reconnecting with Azad’s vision of education beyond literacy: nurturing critical thinking, values, and national

development.

National Education Day 2025 UPSC

National Education Day 2025 is more than a date on the calendar, it is a call to reaffirm our collective promise that
every child, every youth and every adult in India has a right and opportunity to learn, grow and contribute.
Commemorating the legacy of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, this day reminds us that education is not solely about
access but about transforming lives, building values, bridging divides, and equipping citizens for the future. As India
stands on the threshold of rapid change, digital classrooms, Al-powered learning, global linkages, the spirit of
National Education Day challenges us to ensure that technology empowers but does not override human agency;
that education remains inclusive, humane, creative and emancipatory. Let 11 November 2025 be a moment of

reflection, celebration and renewed action for quality education for all.

National Education Day 2025 Recent Developments

India’s education landscape has undergone remarkable changes in recent years, aligning with the aspirations of

National Education Day. Some noteworthy facts:

e« The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 places children at the centre, emphasises foundational literacy
and numeracy, flexible curricula, inclusion, vocational pathways and digital integration;
e Digital education platforms, online schooling, blended learning models and increased access to remote areas,

crucial in recent years;
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e Improved enrolment levels, especially in primary and secondary schools, narrowing gender and rural-urban

gaps;
e Strengthening of school infrastructure through programmes like Samgrah (Samagra Shiksha) and the

National Digital Library.

Source: https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/national-education-day/

© Vajiram & Ravi. For personal use only.

Page 5 of 5



