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Whip System in Parliament Latest News

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar recently criticized the party whip system, stating it restricts MPs’ freedom
of expression and enforces servility by compelling them to follow the party line. 
Speaking to students recently, he questioned the necessity of whips, arguing that they prevent
representatives from using independent judgment. 
The whip system is perceived as crucial for ensuring party discipline, particularly during significant votes in
Parliament, with penalties like expulsion for non-compliance.

About Whip System

The term “whip” originates from England’s hunting fields, where a whipper-in was tasked with keeping stray
hounds within the pack.
Introduction to Politics
The political use of the term is credited to Edmund Burke, an Anglo-Irish politician and philosopher. 
In a speech in the House of Commons, he described how the King’s ministers rallied their supporters,
referring to it as “whipping them in.”

Introduction to the Whip System in India

The whip system in India dates back to the beginning of its parliamentary history and plays a crucial role in
maintaining party discipline, particularly during important votes.

Legal and Democratic Context

The Anti-Defection Law, enacted in 1985, enforces compliance with the whip system to preserve the integrity
of political parties in India’s parliamentary democracy. 
While some view the system as restrictive, even the Supreme Court has upheld its necessity for maintaining
party discipline and stability in governance.

Purpose of the Whip System

Parties see voting on key issues as central to their political identity and expect MPs to align with the party
line. 
Non-compliance or absence during critical votes can cause significant embarrassment.

Significance During Division Voting
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For ruling parties or coalitions, unanimous attendance and compliance during division votes are vital to
showcase their majority strength. Failure to do so could lead to a no-confidence motion in the Lok Sabha.

Role of the Party Whip

The party chief whip acts as the liaison between the leadership and MPs, communicating the party’s stance
on critical matters, ensuring attendance during votes, and coordinating which members speak on specific
issues in Parliament.

Types of Whips

One-Line Whip: Informs members about a vote but allows them to abstain.
Two-Line Whip: Requires members to be present but does not dictate how to vote.
Three-Line Whip: The strictest directive, instructing members to be present and vote as per the party line.

Significance of the Three-Line Whip

The three-line whip, typically issued by the party’s chief whip, mandates strict adherence. 
Violation can lead to disqualification under the Anti-Defection Law, as recommended by the party leader to
the House’s Presiding Officer.

Key Roles in the Whip System

The chief whip of a political party holds the most crucial role in enforcing the whip system, supported by
additional whips within the party.

Government’s Chief Whip

In the Lok Sabha, the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs acts as the government’s chief whip, coordinating
with ruling alliance leaders to issue a three-line whip.
In the Rajya Sabha, the Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs serves as the government’s chief whip.

Consequences of Violating a Whip

If a member of the ruling alliance defies the chief whip’s directive, the party leader can recommend the
member’s disqualification to the Presiding Officer. 
For members, compliance with their party whip’s directions remains paramount.

Significance of the Whip System

The whip system ensures discipline and coherence within political parties, crucial for the functioning of
Parliamentary democracy. 
According to experts, the outcome of a single vote in Parliament can determine the fate of legislation or even
the Council of Ministers.
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Role in Parliamentary Democracy

Former Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan emphasized that MPs elected on a party ticket represent the
party’s ideology and policies. 
While internal disagreements can be voiced within party forums, compliance with the party’s final decision is
necessary, ensuring accountability and unity.

Platform for Exchange: All-India Whips Conference

Since 1952, the All-India Whips Conference is organized by the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs.
The Conference has provided a platform for whips from all political parties, both ruling and Opposition, to
share views and strategies, promoting better coordination in Parliamentary processes.

Whip System in Parliament FAQs

Q1. What is the whip in the Parliament?

Ans. The whip is a directive issued by political parties to ensure discipline and voting alignment among their
members in Parliament.

Q2. What is the role of a whip?

Ans. The whip ensures party discipline, directs members on key votes, and communicates the party’s stance on
parliamentary matters.

Q3. What is the meaning of whip in elections?

Ans. In elections, a whip ensures that party candidates adhere to their party’s principles and decisions during
campaign and voting processes. 

Q4. Who is called a whip?

Ans. A whip is a designated member of a political party responsible for ensuring members’ attendance and
adherence to party directives.

Q5. What is the role of government whip? 

Ans. The government whip in Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha coordinates with ruling parties to issue voting instructions
and ensures compliance.
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