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Jellyfish Latest News

Recently, one of the largest nuclear power plants in France was forced to temporarily shut down due to a slimy and

spineless adversary: jellyfish.

About Jellyfish

e It is a resilient gelatinous zooplankton of the phylum Cnidaria.
e It is a highly adaptable marine organism with simple anatomy, stinging tentacles and efficient jet

propulsion.

Characteristics of Jellyfish

e It is a simple invertebrate, members of the phylum Cnidaria, which includes creatures such as sea
anemones, sea whips, and corals.
e The body parts of a jellyfish radiate from a central axis. This “radial symmetry” allows jellyfish to detect

and respond to food or danger from any direction.
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e They are pretty simple, lack brains, blood, or even hearts.

« Anatomy: They are composed of three layers: an outer layer, called the epidermis; a middle layer made
of a thick, elastic, jelly-like substance called mesoglea; and an inner layer, called the gastrodermis.

e Jellyfish have the ability to sting with their tentacles.

o Ecological Impact: These blooms disrupt marine ecosystems by reducing biodiversity, outcompeting

native species and collapsing fish and invertebrate populations.

Reasons for Jellyfish’s Bloom

¢ Global warming has led to higher ocean temperatures, which, in turn, has resulted in the surge of
plankton — the primary food source of jellyfish. With an abundance of food available, jellyfish have been
able to increase their population substantially.

e Overfishing: Recently various kinds of species, such as tuna and sea turtles, that prey on jellyfish have
been removed from the ecosystem. These species also feed on plankton, and with their reduced population,
jellyfish have more plankton to consume and thrive unchecked.

¢ Plastic Pollution: Unlike other marine creatures, jellyfish can tolerate low oxygen levels in water,
which is a consequence of pollution. This has also contributed to the increase in their population in recent

years.
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