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OPERATION
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In July 2025, Pakistan’s Balochistan province witnessed one of the most significant escalations in its long-running
separatist conflict. A banned insurgent group, the Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF), launched a series of well-
coordinated attacks under the name of Operation Baam, a term that means “dawn” in Balochi. This operation
marked a new and intensified phase in the region’s insurgency, involving multi-target, synchronized assaults across
several districts. Operation Baam has not only challenged Pakistan’s internal security equipment but has also

reignited international debate around the Balochistan conflict.

What is Operation Baam?

Operation Baam, launched on July 9-10, 2025, is a large-scale, coordinated militant campaign initiated by the
Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF). The group claimed responsibility for a string of attacks across southern and

southwestern districts of Balochistan. The targets included:

e Military installations
e Police check-posts

e Telecommunication towers
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e Government administrative buildings

According to the Balochistan Liberation Front, the primary aim of the operation was to demonstrate its capacity for
synchronized, large-area strikes. The group asserted that this operation marks a new strategic chapter in its

resistance movement, underlining the increasing sophistication of Baloch insurgency tactics.

Districts Affected by Operation Baam

Operation Baam stretched across a wide geographical area. The primary districts targeted were:

o Kech
e Panjgur
e Surab

e Kharan

These districts are located in the southern and southwestern part of Balochistan, a region often labeled as the
heartland of the separatist movement. The attacks reportedly caused widespread disruption of telecommunication

networks, hampered emergency responses, and created a climate of fear among residents.

Operation Baam Timeline

Operation Baam is a recent high-level counter-terrorism operation launched by Indian security forces in response to
escalating threats in the Jammu and Kashmir region. Initiated in 2025, this mission aimed to dismantle terrorist
infrastructure, neutralize infiltrators, and ensure national security. The Operation Baam Timeline the strategic

actions taken across various dates, showcasing intelligence coordination, swift military response, and critical

engagements.
Operation Baam Timeline
Sl.
Incident Location Details Casualties / Damage
No.
Turbat
Absar area, | Grenade thrown at civilian Muhammad Younis’s 5 injured (3 women, 2
1 Grenade
Turbat residence children)
Attack
Sibi Police
2 Checkpost Sibi district Grenade attack on police checkpoint No casualties reported
Attack
Series of Panjgur, At least 17 attacks in 2 days; destruction of telecom Infrastructure damaged;
3 Coordinated Kech & towers affecting both military and civilian high planning
Attacks others communication sophistication
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Balochistan Liberation Front Statement

In a press release, Major Gwahram Baloch, spokesperson of the BLF, declared:

“The resistance has entered a new phase. Operation Baam is designed to demonstrate that Baloch

fighters are capable of launching large-scale, synchronised operations across vast geography.”

He further emphasized that the operation was aimed at inflicting both human and infrastructure damage, and

reasserting the Baloch demand for self-determination and freedom from Pakistani state control.

Operation Baam Government Response

As of July 11, 2025, the Pakistani federal government has not officially acknowledged the scale of the attacks.

However, reports from the ground indicate a heightened state of alert, with:

e Increased military patrols
e Roadblocks across key entry and exit points

e Surveillance drones deployed over conflict zones

Despite the lack of a formal statement, it is evident that the government is treating the attacks as a serious internal

security threat.

Why Is Balochistan a Conflict Zone?

Balochistan is Pakistan’s largest province by area, rich in natural resources like natural gas, copper, and gold.
However, the region continues to suffer from chronic underdevelopment, high poverty, and a sense of political and

cultural marginalization. Major Grievances in Balochistan:

e Lack of political representation
e Unequal economic development
e Enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings

Restricted access to education and healthcare

Control of local resources by the federal government

Baloch nationalist groups, including the BLF, have historically demanded greater autonomy, and in some cases,

complete independence from Pakistan.

Regional and International Implications

o Threat to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

Many of the affected districts lie along the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, a $60+ billion project vital to China’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The CPEC passes through volatile Baloch territories, including the port city of Gwadar.

The success of Operation Baam could trigger:

o Chinese pressure on Pakistan to support security

o Increased investment risk and possible project delays
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o Reduced investor confidence in the region’s long-term stability
¢ Global Human Rights Concerns

India has consistently highlighted human rights violations in Balochistan at international forums. Although India
officially denies supporting any separatist movement, Pakistan frequently accuses it of unrest in Balochistan.
Operation Baam is likely to worsen bilateral ties, as Pakistan may use this event to intensify diplomatic pressure on

New Delhi.
¢ Global Human Rights Concerns

Organizations like Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch have often raised alarms about enforced
disappearances, torture, and military excesses in Balochistan. Operation Baam is likely to draw renewed

international scrutiny, potentially leading to:

o Calls for independent investigations into the situation in Balochistan
o Greater UN attention to the region

o International debates over the rights of self-determination
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