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The Indian Constitution provides special provisions for the upliftment of the Other Backward Classes (OBCs).
However, not all OBCs are eligible for reservations and benefits under government schemes. This distinction is

made through the classification of Creamy Layer and Non-Creamy Layer within the OBC category.

Creamy Layer of OBC

The Creamy Layer refers to the wealthier and better-educated segment within the OBC category. These
individuals are considered socially advanced and thus not eligible for reservation benefits in jobs, education, or

government schemes meant for socially and educationally backward classes.

Eligibility Criteria for Creamy Layer (As of 2026)

e Annual family income exceeds X8 lakh.
e Categories Included in the Creamy Layer - The guidelines identified several categories as creamy layer,

including individuals holding constitutional posts, Group A/Class | and Group B/Class Il government officers,
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PSU employees, Armed Forces officers, professionals, businesspersons, and property owners, along with
those meeting the income/wealth criteria.

e Service-Based Criteria for Government Employees - Under these rules, children of Group A officers or
those promoted to Group A before the age of 40 are excluded from OBC reservation benefits. Similarly, if
both parents are Group B direct recruits, their children fall under the creamy layer.

e Criteria for Armed Forces Personnel - For the Armed Forces, officers up to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel
remain eligible for OBC reservation benefits, while those holding higher ranks are classified under the creamy

layer.

These individuals are excluded from reservation quotas under the OBC category.

Non-Creamy Layer of OBC

The Non-Creamy Layer refers to the economically and socially backward segment of OBCs. This group qualifies for

reservation benefits in education, employment, and other government welfare schemes.

Eligibility Criteria for Non-Creamy Layer:

e Annual family income is less than X8 lakh.
e Parents are not in senior government posts or high-earning private positions.

e Considered economically weaker and socially disadvantaged within the OBC category.

This classification enables the government to target affirmative action more effectively.

Difference Between Creamy Layer and Non-Creamy Layer of OBC

The classification of OBCs into Creamy Layer and Non-Creamy Layer is essential for equitable distribution of
reservation benefits. It ensures that only the genuinely disadvantaged sections receive affirmative action support.

The table below includes the Difference Between Creamy Layer and Non-Creamy Layer of OBC:

Difference between Creamy Layer and Non-Creamy Layer of OBC

Aspect Creamy Layer of OBC Non-Creamy Layer of OBC

Eligibility for
Not eligible Eligible
Reservation

Annual Income Limit Above X8 lakh (as per current criteria) Below X8 lakh
Social Status Economically and socially advanced Economically and socially backward
Government Job

Parents in Group A/Group B jobs Parents in lower categories or unemployed
Criteria
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Purpose of To exclude affluent OBCs from reservation
To provide benefits to the truly backward

Classification benefits
) - Must obtain a Non-Creamy Layer
Proof Required No Non-Creamy Layer certificate needed
Certificate
Example Doctor earning X15 lakh annually Farmer with annual income of X4 lakh

Difference Between Creamy Layer and Non-Creamy Layer Key Points

e The concept of the ‘creamy layer’ among OBCs was introduced by the Supreme Court in the 1992 Indra
Sawhney vs Union of India (Mandal) judgment to ensure that the benefits of reservation reach the needy
among OBCs.

e Income and social status both play a role in determining whether an individual falls into the creamy or non-
creamy category.

e The Non-Creamy Layer Certificate is mandatory to avail of reservation in government jobs and educational
institutions.

e While SC/ST categories do not have a creamy layer criterion for reservation benefits, OBCs are divided into

creamy and non-creamy layers.
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