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The difference between Non-Cooperation Movement and Civil Disobedience Movement is the time the event took
place, the demands of both movements and their nature and intensity. While the Non-cooperation movement led to
the decline in administration and operation of government, the Civil Disobedience Movement forced the British
government to retrain its activities by opposing laws and policies. In this article, we are going to cover the
difference between Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience Movement. 

Difference between Non-Cooperation Movement and Civil Disobedience
Movement 

The Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience Movement are two important movements in the struggle for Indian
Independence. Both the movements took place ten years apart, taking an important place in the development of
the Gandhian Phase. The difference between Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience Movement are: 

Aspect Non-Cooperation Movement (1920–22) Civil Disobedience Movement (1930–34)
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Launched by Mahatma Gandhi Mahatma Gandhi

Triggering

Event

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre (1919), Rowlatt
Act (1919), and Khilafat Movement

Salt Law and Gandhi’s Dandi March (1930)

Objective
Peacefully withdraw cooperation from the
British government to attain Swaraj

Actively break colonial laws and demand complete
independence (Purna Swaraj)

Nature of

Protest

Passive resistance: boycott-based movement
without violating the law

Active resistance: involved breaking specific
colonial laws (like Salt Law)

Major Tactics

– Boycott of British schools, courts, titles,
foreign cloth

– Surrender of titles

– Resignations

– Salt Satyagraha

– Boycott of foreign goods

– Non-payment of taxes

– Mass picketing

Public

Participation

Wide participation, especially from urban
middle classes, students, and lawyers

Broader participation including peasants, women,
and tribal groups

Women

Participation
Limited Significant participation by women

Muslim

Participation
High, due to the Khilafat Movement alliance Declined due to collapse of Hindu-Muslim unity

Government

Response

Repression: arrests, lathi charges, and bans
on gatherings

More brutal repression, mass arrests, and violent
suppression

End of

Movement

Withdrawn after Chauri Chaura incident
(1922) due to violence

Suspended and resumed multiple times; lost
momentum after Gandhi-Irwin Pact and arrests
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Outcome/Impact
Awakening of political consciousness; first
mass-scale resistance

Strengthened demand for Purna Swaraj and
showcased the strength of mass civil resistance

Result
Movement ended abruptly; Swaraj not
achieved

Created a base for future independence struggle;
deepened nationalist sentiment
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Non-Cooperation Movement (1920–22)

Launched by Mahatma Gandhi, the Non-Cooperation Movement was India’s first mass civil disobedience
campaign against British rule. It urged Indians to boycott British institutions, goods, titles, and promote swadeshi
and khadi. Sparked by events like the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and Rowlatt Act, it united Hindus and Muslims in
protest. Though it was withdrawn after the Chauri Chaura violence in 1922, the movement awakened national
consciousness and marked a turning point in India’s freedom struggle.

Civil Disobedience Movement (1930–34) 

Led by Mahatma Gandhi, the Civil Disobedience Movement began with the iconic Dandi March to break the Salt
Law. It called upon Indians to openly defy British laws, refusing to pay taxes, boycotting foreign goods, and breaking
unjust colonial rules. Unlike earlier movements, it saw broader participation from women, peasants, and tribal
groups. Though it faced severe repression and was temporarily paused during the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, it reignited
nationalist spirit and intensified the demand for Purna Swaraj.

Also Check Related Articles

Difference between NITI Aayog and Inter-State

Council

Difference Between Economic Survey and Union

Budget

Difference Between Tropical Evergreen and

Tropical Deciduous Forests
Difference Between Ordinary Bill and Money Bill

Difference Between Legislative and Executive
Difference between Himalayan and Peninsular

Plateau

Difference Between Vedas and Upanishads
Difference Between Scheduled and Non-Scheduled

Banks

Difference Between Written and Unwritten

Constitution

Difference between NITI Aayog and Planning

Commission

Difference between Colonialism and Imperialism
Difference between Fundamental Rights and

Directive Principles of State Policy

Difference between Procedure Established by Law

and Due Process of Law
Difference Between Democracy and Republic

Difference between Creamy Layer and Non-Creamy

Layer of OBC
Difference between Rajya Sabha and Vidhan Sabha

Difference Between Western Ghats and Eastern

Ghats

Difference Between Payments Bank and Small

Finance Bank

Source: https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-non-cooperation-movement-and-civil-disobedience-movement/
© Vajiram & Ravi. For personal use only.

Page 4 of 4

https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/non-cooperation-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/civil-disobedience-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-niti-aayog-and-inter-state-council/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-niti-aayog-and-inter-state-council/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-economic-survey-and-union-budget/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-economic-survey-and-union-budget/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-tropical-evergreen-and-tropical-deciduous-forests/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-tropical-evergreen-and-tropical-deciduous-forests/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-ordinary-bill-and-money-bill/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-legislative-and-executive/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-himalayan-and-peninsular-plateau/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-himalayan-and-peninsular-plateau/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-vedas-and-upanishads/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-scheduled-and-non-scheduled-banks/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-scheduled-and-non-scheduled-banks/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-written-and-unwritten-constitution/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-written-and-unwritten-constitution/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-niti-aayog-and-planning-commission/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-niti-aayog-and-planning-commission/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-colonialism-and-imperialism/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-fundamental-rights-and-directive-principles-of-state-policy/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-fundamental-rights-and-directive-principles-of-state-policy/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-procedure-established-by-law-and-due-process-of-law/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-procedure-established-by-law-and-due-process-of-law/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-democracy-and-republic/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-creamy-layer-and-non-creamy-layer-of-obc/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-creamy-layer-and-non-creamy-layer-of-obc/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-rajya-sabha-and-vidhan-sabha/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-western-ghats-and-eastern-ghats/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-western-ghats-and-eastern-ghats/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-payments-bank-and-small-finance-bank/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/difference-between-payments-bank-and-small-finance-bank/

