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India’s UN Voting Pattern Latest News

e A recent analysis of different resolutions in the United Nations that India voted on between 1946 and June

2025 shows that the annual percentage of ‘yes’ votes by India has fallen to 56%, the lowest since 1955.

Introduction

¢ India’s voting behaviour at the United Nations has undergone a significant transformation, with the share of
abstentions touching an all-time high in 2025.

e An analysis of over 5,500 resolutions between 1946 and June 2025 reveals that the proportion of ‘yes’ votes
by India has fallen to 56%, the lowest since 1955, while abstentions have surged to 44%.

e This shift marks a strategic recalibration in India’s foreign policy, reflecting both the complexities of
multilateral diplomacy and the country’s evolving positioning as a middle power in a polarised international

system.
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Historical Trends in India’s UN Voting

e India’s approach to voting at the UN has seen distinct phases over the decades:

o 1946-Late 1960s: Voting patterns were highly volatile, with ‘yes’ votes swinging from 20% to 100%,
and abstentions ranging from 0% to 40%.

0 1970-1994: The era saw greater consistency, with ‘yes’ votes between 74% and 96%, and
abstentions more limited, between 8% and 19%.

o Mid-1990s-2019: India’s voting behaviour became even more stable, with ‘yes’ votes between 75%
and 83%, and abstentions between 10% and 17%.

o Post-2019: A marked shift began, with increasing abstentions and declining ‘yes’ votes, culminating
in a record 44% abstention rate in 2025.

e This evolution reflects both changing global dynamics and India’s desire for greater strategic autonomy.

Reasons Behind the Strategic Shift

¢ A More Polarised Global Order
o A former Indian envoy to the UN attributes this shift to intensifying polarisation between major powers
in the global system.
o This has reduced incentives for consensus-building and increased pressure on countries to take
definitive sides, something India is keen to avoid.
e Complexity of UN Resolutions
o Another former Indian Permanent Representative to the UN, notes that modern resolutions often
resemble “Christmas trees” with multiple, sometimes conflicting, provisions bundled together.
o This structural complexity makes it difficult for India to fully endorse or reject a resolution, making
abstention a pragmatic choice.
e Voice of an Emerging Power
o Abstention is increasingly seen not as indecision but as an assertion of sovereign diplomatic judgment.
It allows India to convey nuanced positions without being seen as aligning blindly with any bloc, be it
the West, the China-Russia axis, or others.
o Experts highlight that for middle powers like India, abstentions are a useful tool to navigate

contentious issues while maintaining strategic flexibility.

Global Implications and Perception

¢ India’s increased abstentions carry both symbolic and strategic implications:
o Sign of Autonomy: By abstaining more often, India signals its independence from binary Cold War-
style alignments, reinforcing its non-aligned heritage while adapting to contemporary geopolitics.
o Potential Friction: However, this posture may also lead to ambiguity or disappointment among allies
expecting stronger support, especially in value-laden resolutions on human rights, security, or conflict.
o Balancing Act: India must walk a fine line between preserving strategic autonomy and protecting its

credibility as a responsible global actor.
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Abstention in Practice: Examples and Impacts

e While the study does not name specific resolutions, India’s abstentions in recent years have often involved
contentious issues like:
o Resolutions on the Russia-Ukraine conflict
o Human rights violations in Myanmar or China
o Votes involving Israel-Palestine disputes
o In each case, India has used abstention to avoid alienating key partners while subtly signalling its

concerns or strategic interests.

Future Outlook for India’s UN Diplomacy

e India’s shift toward strategic abstention is likely to continue, especially as it seeks a more assertive role in
global governance (e.g., UNSC permanent membership) while balancing ties with competing powers.
¢ As global tensions rise, India’s role as a “balancing power” may increasingly rely on such nuanced diplomacy,

where abstention is not a retreat but a recalibration.
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