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State Education Policy Latest News

e Tamil Nadu has launched its State Education Policy 2025 as an alternative to the NEP, emphasising state-

specific priorities in school and higher education.

Introduction

e Tamil Nadu has introduced its long-awaited State Education Policy (SEP) 2025, offering a distinct
alternative to the Centre’s National Education Policy 2020.

e The policy aims to uphold the state’s historical emphasis on equitable education, social justice, and linguistic
diversity while addressing future challenges in skill development, higher education, and technology
integration.

e The decision comes amid ongoing differences between the Tamil Nadu government and the Union

government over language policy, entrance examinations, and federal autonomy in education.

Historical Context of Education Policy in Tamil Nadu
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e Tamil Nadu has historically pursued progressive education policies that prioritise accessibility and social
equity.
e Since the introduction of free noon meals in schools in the mid-20th century and the expansion of state-run
institutions, the state has consistently worked to reduce dropouts and bridge socio-economic divides.
e In recent decades, Tamil Nadu has:
o Resisted the three-language formula, opting instead for a two-language policy prioritising Tamil and
English.
o Opposed NEET (National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test) for medical admissions, arguing it
disadvantages rural and socially backward students.
o Maintained higher-than-national-average Gross Enrolment Ratios (GER) in both school and higher

education.

About the State Education Policy 2025

e The SEP 2025 was drafted by a high-level expert committee chaired by retired Chief Justice of the Delhi High
Court, Justice D. Murugesan, after extensive consultations with educators, students, civil society, and
subject experts.

e Key Principles:

o Equity and Inclusivity: Ensuring access to quality education regardless of caste, gender, language,
or socio-economic status.

o State Autonomy: Crafting education strategies that align with Tamil Nadu’s socio-cultural and
economic needs rather than following a uniform national template.

o Employment-Readiness: Integrating skill development and vocational training from the school level.

School Education Reforms

e Two-Language Policy: Tamil and English will remain the medium of instruction, rejecting the NEP’s three-
language recommendation.

e Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: Strengthened focus on early learning in Classes 1-3, with
continuous assessment instead of high-stakes exams.

o Digital Infrastructure: Expansion of smart classrooms, ICT tools, and teacher training in digital pedagogy.

e Social Justice Measures: Continuation and strengthening of welfare schemes such as free textbooks,

uniforms, and the noon-meal programme.

Higher Education Framework

e Autonomous Curriculum Design: State universities will have greater flexibility in designing syllabi suited
to local industries and employment needs.

e Multiple Entry-Exit System: Students will have the option to pause and resume studies without losing
academic credits, similar to NEP’s flexibility but tailored for Tamil Nadu’s academic calendar.

¢ Research and Innovation Hubs: Investment in domain-specific research centres, especially in agriculture,

renewable energy, and healthcare.
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e Opposition to Common Entrance Tests: Admissions to professional courses will continue to follow the

state’s reservation policies and entrance examination exemptions where applicable.

Vocational and Skill Development Focus

e Collaboration with industries to update vocational curricula in polytechnic and ITI institutions.

e Introduction of skill-based courses in secondary schools covering Al, robotics, agritech, and entrepreneurship.

e Partnerships with MSMEs to offer internships and apprenticeships for final-year students.

Teacher Training and Capacity Building

¢ Revised Teacher Education Modules integrating technology and inclusive pedagogy.

e Continuous Professional Development (CPD) programmes for educators in both school and higher

education.

e Creation of an online teacher resource portal in Tamil and English.

Differences with the NEP 2020

The following table list downs the key differences between NEP 2020 and Tamil Nadu’s SEP 2025:

0. Three-language formula including Hind

v Tiolanguage polcy (Tami + Englih

o NEET and other centralised entrance exams
encouraged

v Opposes NEET, state-based  admission
Jstem

o Uniform curriculum model

o Locallyreevant curiculum desig

0. Common nationalregulatory tructur

0. tate-evel autonomy n regulation

Significance of the SEP 2025

e The SEP 2025 underscores Tamil Nadu’s federal stance that education should remain a Concurrent List

subject with adequate space for states to address their unique contexts.
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e By resisting uniformity, the policy strengthens the state’s identity and commitment to social justice while

aligning with global education trends in flexibility and skills-based learning.

Future Outlook

e The success of the SEP 2025 will depend on its implementation, funding allocation, and coordination between
the state education department, universities, and private institutions.
e As Tamil Nadu seeks to position itself as an education hub, the policy could also serve as a model for other

states asserting autonomy over education governance.
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