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US-Russia Alaska Summit Latest News

e US President Donald Trump rated his summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin a “10 out of 10,”
describing it as a warm and productive meeting.

e The US-Russia Alaska Summit, aimed at exploring ways to end the ongoing war in Ukraine, involves
two leading nuclear powers, with implications for global security, NATO relations, and the Ukraine

conflict.

Key Highlights of the US-Russia Alaska Summit

¢ Productive engagement but no agreement:
o Trump described discussions as “extremely productive”, while noting that a final deal is yet to be

reached.
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o Both leaders acknowledged progress on many issues (specifics were not disclosed), and highlighted
a possible trilateral meeting (US-Russia-Ukraine) under discussion.
¢ Nuclear powers and geopolitics:
o Trump emphasized the importance of US-Russia relations as the world’s top two nuclear powers.
o The summit reflects an effort to reduce hostilities and explore a peace settlement in Ukraine.
e Trump’s position on Ukraine war:
o Trump claimed that the war would not have occurred if he had remained US President after 2020.
o He suggested that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy should “make a deal” with Russia,
reflecting a move beyond a ceasefire to discussions of a comprehensive peace agreement.
e Putin’s statement:
o Putin agreed with Trump’s assertion that the Ukraine war could have been avoided under Trump’s
leadership.
o He expressed willingness to move forward on dialogue to resolve the crisis, and emphasized
improving US-Russia relations and potential cooperation in high technology, Arctic, and outer

space.

India’s Strategic Dilemma Amid US-Russia Alaska Summit

e Trade tariffs and sanctions:

o The 25% tariff on Indian exports is part of Trump’s pressure strategy on Russia.

o US Treasury warned of harsher sanctions, with a proposed Bill authorizing up to 500% tariffs on
states aiding Moscow’s war economy.

o India’s refined petroleum exports to Europe (sourced from Russian crude) are also under scrutiny.

o Trump claimed Russia “lost India as an oil client” due to tariffs—though Indian refiners deny US
measures affect their buying decisions.

e Energy security vs. geopolitics:

o Since 2022, India has become a major buyer of discounted Russian crude (Russia now accounts
for 35-40% of India’s total oil imports by volume), ensuring energy security but drawing criticism
from the West.

o The US tariffs have indirectly tied India to the geopolitics of the Ukraine war.

o If tariffs are enforced, India may face a trade-off between cheap energy and export

competitiveness.

Strategic Significance of the US-Russia Alaska Summit

e For India:

o Demonstrates how secondary powers like India get affected by great power bargaining.

o Highlights the energy security vs. foreign policy autonomy dilemma.

o Shows how India’s refusal to align fully with Western sanctions complicates ties with Washington.
e For global politics:

o Reinforces the role of great power politics in conflict resolution.
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o Though Trump briefed Zelenskyy and European leaders, the potential for a broader Western
consensus remains uncertain.

o Highlights US-Russia engagement despite strained relations under NATO’s Ukraine stance.

o Could influence future NATO-Ukraine strategy and Europe’s security architecture.

o Signals a possible recalibration of US-Russia relations with ripple effects for Europe, China, and India.

Way Forward for India

o Diplomatic tightrope: Balancing ties with Russia (defense, energy) and the US (strategic partnership, Indo-
Pacific).
e Growing partnership: With the US and Europe (trade, technology, etc).

¢ Ray of hope: The Indian government hopes Trump will delay or discard tariffs, pending Ukraine peace talks.

Conclusion

e The US-Russia Alaska Summit represents a tentative but crucial step toward peace negotiations in
Ukraine.

e While progress was acknowledged, the lack of concrete details highlights the fragility of diplomacy in
conflict resolution.

e The summit may have given Putin symbolic legitimacy, but left India in a zone of strategic and
economic uncertainty.

e New Delhi must navigate the dual challenge of securing energy supplies from Russia while mitigating
the risks of US secondary tariffs, all against the backdrop of a shifting global order shaped by the Ukraine

conflict.
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