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Antyodaya Diwas 2025 is celebrated on 25 September 2025 as a day dedicated to Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, a
visionary leader who emphasised the progress of the poorest and most marginalised. The term Antyodaya means
the rise of the last person, underlining the idea that true development is only achieved when the weakest members
of society are uplifted. For the youth today, this day spreads the lessons of compassion, social responsibility and
fairness. Antyodaya Diwas reminds Indians to build a nation where inclusivity prevails and no individual is left
behind. In this article, we are going to cover Antyodaya Diwas 2025, its history and significance. 

Antyodaya Diwas 2025

Antyodaya Diwas 2025 is observed on 25th September 2025, marking the birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya who worked tirelessly for social equality and harmony. Every year, the government of India decides the
theme for Antyodaya Diwas, guiding awareness drives and welfare activities. The word Antyodaya comes from two
Sanskrit roots: Aunty (poorest or the last) and Udaya (rise). Therefore, Antyodaya Diwas is about empowerment of
the weakest sections of society. Pandit Deendayal upadhyaya always believed that the main measure of
governance lies in how a state treats its most vulnerable citizens. If the poor, hungry and helpless are uplifted then
the society as a whole becomes stronger. Antyodaya Diwas is a reminder to show kindness, share resources and
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extend support to those who need it the most. 

Antyodaya Diwas 2025 History 

The Antyodaya Diwas 2025 history can be traced back to the life of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, a philosopher
thinker and political leader born on September 25, 1916 in Mathura District, Uttar Pradesh. His philosophy of
Antyodaya focused on the rise of the poorest and the last man in society. As a respect to his vision, the Government
of India declared September 25 as Antyodaya Diwas in 2014. 

Since then, the day has been commemorated annually with programs centered on social justice, equality, and
welfare for the weaker sections. The history of this day proves how one leader’s ideology continues to guide future
generations towards building a just and equal society.

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Life and Vision

Born in Nagla Chandrabhan, Mathura, in 1916, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya’s early life was full of hardships. He
lost his father at the age of two and his mother when he was just eight. Despite these struggles, he pursued
education with dedication.

He excelled academically, securing a gold medal at Government High School in Sikar, Rajasthan. Later, he
graduated from Sanatan Dharma College, Kanpur, and studied political science further.

Deeply rooted in Indian traditions and culture, he joined the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and later played
a crucial role in shaping the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, precursor to today’s BJP.His ideology of Integral Humanism
stressed balanced development of body, mind, intellect, and soul. According to him, real progress meant ensuring
the upliftment of every individual, especially the marginalized. His concept of Antyodaya directly inspired several
government welfare schemes. Although he passed away in 1968 at just 51 years of age, his thoughts on equality
and welfare still inspire India’s social and economic policies.

Antyodaya Diwas 2025 Importance 

The Antyodaya Diwas 2025 celebration is important due to an important message it spreads that is about inclusive
growth. It talks about how development is incomplete until the poorest are uplifted. This includes: 

It reminds us that true growth is measured by how the weak are supported.
The day spreads awareness about government welfare schemes, including the Antyodaya Anna Yojana and
the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana.
These schemes focus on food security, livelihood generation, skills, and self-reliance.
The day highlights that development must be people-centric, not wealth-centric.
It fosters values of compassion, empathy, and care for the marginalized.
By ensuring that no citizen is left behind, Antyodaya Diwas teaches the essence of equitable and just
progress.

Antyodaya Yojana
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The Antyodaya Anna Yojana was launched in 2000 and was designed to translate Pandit Upadhyaya’s vision into
reality. The scheme gives wheat and rice at subsidized prices to Below Poverty Line families. This initiative makes
sure that no family goes to bed hungry, giving them affordable access to food grains. The Antyodaya Yojana is a
step towards ensuring food security and reflects the principle that the poorest must be prioritized for progress.

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana

To further expand the idea of Antyodaya, the government introduced the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana (DAY),
covering both rural and urban poor. It focuses not just on food or shelter, but on livelihood opportunities and dignity
of life.

DAY-NRLM (National Rural Livelihoods Mission): Empowers poor women in villages by forming Self-Help
Groups (SHGs), enabling them to save collectively, start micro-businesses, and achieve financial
independence.
DAY-NULM (National Urban Livelihoods Mission): Targets the urban poor by offering skill training,
employment support, and small loans to help them find jobs or set up businesses.

Together, these programs show that Antyodaya is not just about survival, but about creating opportunities for self-
reliance.
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