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Chero Archers Latest News

The Jharkhand archery team has been named “Chero Archers” in the inaugural Archery Premier League
(APL), paying tribute to the legendary Chero warrior clan known for their defiance against the Mughals and
British.

About Chero Warrior Clan: A Historical Overview

The Cheros were a warrior community that rose to prominence in the medieval period. 
Predominantly found in Palamu (Jharkhand), Shahabad (Bihar), and parts of eastern Uttar Pradesh,
they were known for their courage, skill with bows and arrows, and their ability to defend their territories
against external forces.
Resistance against the Mughals

During the 16th and 17th centuries, the Cheros fiercely resisted Mughal expansion in eastern India. 
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Palamu, under the rule of Chero King Medini Rai, became a symbol of defiance. Medini Rai fortified
the Palamu forts and challenged Mughal armies led by generals under Emperor Aurangzeb. 
Although the forts were eventually captured, the Cheros’ resistance highlighted their martial spirit and
determination to remain independent.

Defiance against British Colonial Rule
The Cheros were equally hostile toward British colonial expansion. 
In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, they joined forces with other tribal communities like the
Santhals, Mundas, and Oraons in rebellions against British land revenue policies and forest
exploitation. 
Their familiarity with the rugged terrain of Jharkhand and mastery of archery made them formidable
guerrilla fighters.

Symbol of Tribal Identity
Over time, the Cheros came to represent resistance, valour, and identity for Jharkhand’s tribal
population. 
Their martial traditions have been celebrated in folklore, songs, and oral histories passed down
through generations.

Archery in Jharkhand: A Natural Legacy

Archery has always been more than a sport for Jharkhand’s tribal communities. It has been a way of life, a
survival skill, and a cultural practice.
Traditional Significance: For centuries, bows and arrows were used for hunting and self-defence in the
forests of Jharkhand.
Sporting Excellence: Jharkhand has produced some of India’s finest archers, including Deepika Kumari
and Komalika Bari, who rose from humble tribal backgrounds to international fame.
Grassroots Training: Many villages in Jharkhand continue to train young children in archery using bamboo
bows, symbolising both tradition and aspiration.
By naming its team the Chero Archers, Jharkhand has merged this ancient martial practice with modern
sporting aspirations, ensuring that the legacy of the warrior clan finds renewed relevance in today’s context.

News Summary

The Archery Premier League (APL) is India’s newest sporting initiative, modelled on the franchise system
that has boosted cricket and kabaddi. 
Jharkhand’s franchise, named Chero Archers, is not only a nod to the State’s dominance in archery but also
a deliberate cultural assertion.
Tribute to Warrior Heritage: The team’s name commemorates the Chero warrior clan, whose martial
legacy continues to inspire pride in the region.
Promoting Cultural Identity: By associating the team with the Cheros, Jharkhand is strengthening its tribal
narrative in a national sporting arena.
Boost to Sports Tourism: The APL is expected to attract attention to Jharkhand’s rich history and its
tradition of producing world-class archers.

Page 2 of 3



Empowering Youth: The initiative provides an opportunity for tribal youth to connect with their heritage
while pursuing sporting excellence at the professional level.
This symbolic gesture resonates deeply with Jharkhand’s population, where history and modernity are often
woven together in narratives of struggle and achievement.

Significance of the Move

Cultural Revival: The move ensures that the memory of Chero warriors is not confined to history books but
celebrated in a contemporary context.
Sports and Identity: It bridges the gap between traditional tribal identity and modern sports culture,
making archery both a cultural and professional aspiration.
Inspirational Symbol: For the younger generation, the “Chero Archers” brand serves as a reminder of
resilience, courage, and excellence.
National Spotlight: By honouring its indigenous warrior clan, Jharkhand has set a precedent for other
States to celebrate local heroes in national sports events.
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