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The New Arc of India-Australia Collaboration

Context

e India’s growing engagement with Australia marks one of the most dynamic transformations in the Indo-
Pacific’s defence landscape.

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s visit to Canberra and Sydney for the inaugural Australia-India
Defence Ministers’ Dialogue represented a milestone in this trajectory, not merely symbolising shared
rhetoric on regional security but demonstrating a concrete shift toward operational and industrial
collaboration.

e Amid these ongoing developments, it is important to examine the evolution, drivers, and
implications of the deepening India-Australia defence relationship, highlighting how the partnership

is transitioning from strategic alignment to a robust, capability-driven cooperation.

Evolving Stages of Partnership

e Strategic Convergence

o Strategic convergence formed the foundation of bilateral cooperation.

o Both nations share concerns about China’s expanding influence and coercive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific, which threatens the rules-based maritime order.

o These mutual anxieties have manifested in recurring engagements through the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (Quad) and a series of ministerial-level consultations, where both sides reiterated

their commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific.
e Operational Deepening

o Building upon this foundation, the relationship progressed to a phase of operational deepening.

o Regular joint military exercises, such as Talisman Sabre, and increased information-sharing
established habits of cooperation between the two militaries.

o The signing of arrangements on air-to-air refuelling and logistics marked practical advances,

enabling greater interoperability and flexibility in joint operations.
¢ Industrial and Logistics Convergence

o The most recent phase, industrial and logistics convergence, is arguably the most transformative.
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o Defence industry roundtables, discussions on joint ship maintenance, and cooperation on submarine
rescue capabilities reveal a maturing partnership that extends beyond symbolic statements.
o This phase aims to create a self-sustaining ecosystem of defence production, repair, and

innovation that enhances both countries’ operational readiness.

Structural and Practical Drivers of Cooperation

e Structurally, the shifting balance of maritime power, with China’s assertiveness challenging freedom
of navigation and regional stability, has pushed middle powers to strengthen interlinkages.
e For both New Delhi and Canberra, collaboration serves as a hedge against overreliance on any single

external security provider.

On a practical level, cooperation mitigates operational friction during crises.
e Shared logistics arrangements, submarine rescue mechanisms, and information-sharing frameworks

enhance readiness and reduce vulnerabilities.

Complementary Strengths and Industrial Synergy

e India and Australia’s partnership rests on a fusion of complementary strengths.

e India’s vast maritime geography, industrial capacity, and cost-efficient defence production complement
Australia’s technological sophistication and research prowess.

¢ India’s Make in India and iDEX (Innovations for Defence Excellence) initiatives have propelled its
domestic defence output to a record X1.5 lakh crore in FY 2024-25, signifying growing self-reliance and
export potential.

o Australia, on the other hand, brings cutting-edge maritime surveillance and undersea
technologies, such as the P-8A Poseidon aircraft, MQ-4C Triton drones, and the autonomous Ghost Shark
submarine project.

e Together, these assets create a synergistic framework for co-developing technologies, sustaining

maritime operations, and maintaining a stable Indo-Pacific order.

Political, Economic, and Institutional Foundations

e Beyond operational considerations, political economy and institutionalization underpin the partnership’s
durability.

e Since being elevated to a Strategic Partnership in 2009 and further to a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP) in 2020, India-Australia relations have deepened across multiple dimensions,
defence, trade, technology, and people-to-people exchanges.

e For Canberra, India represents a democratic, economically rising partner that diversifies its Indo-
Pacific security network.

e For New Delhi, Australia is a key partner to expand its southern maritime reach and enhance
situational awareness across the Indian Ocean.

¢ Institutional mechanisms such as the annual Defence Ministers’ Dialogue and Joint Staff Talks

ensure that cooperation is not contingent on political cycles.

Page 2 of 3



e These forums embed defence cooperation within bureaucratic and military structures, ensuring

continuity, predictability, and policy momentum.

Conclusion

e The India-Australia defence relationship exemplifies a shift from rhetorical partnership to strategic
pragmatism.

¢ Rooted in shared democratic values and mutual concerns over regional security, it has matured
into a multidimensional collaboration spanning maritime operations, industrial innovation, and
institutional resilience.

¢ As both nations continue to align capabilities and interests, their cooperation will play an increasingly
decisive role in shaping the Indo-Pacific’s security architecture, ensuring that it remains open, stable,

and inclusive in the face of emerging geopolitical challenges.

The New Arc of India-Australia Collaboration FAQs

Q1. What was the main purpose of Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s visit to Australia?
Ans. The main purpose of Rajnath Singh’s visit was to attend the inaugural Australia-India Defence Ministers’

Dialogue and strengthen operational and industrial defence cooperation between the two countries.

Q2. How has the India-Australia defence relationship evolved over time?
Ans. It has evolved through three phases — strategic convergence, operational cooperation, and industrial and

logistics collaboration.

Q3. What structural factor has driven closer defence ties between India and Australia?
Ans. China’s increasing assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific has driven both countries to enhance defence cooperation

to protect regional stability.

Q4. How do India and Australia’s defence strengths complement each other?
Ans. India contributes industrial scale and cost-effective production, while Australia provides advanced technology

and research expertise, creating a balanced and synergistic partnership.

Q5. Why are institutional mechanisms like the Defence Ministers’ Dialogue important?
Ans. They ensure that defence cooperation continues consistently, beyond political changes, by embedding

collaboration into formal structures.
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