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Forest Tribe Relocation Latest News

e The Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs has drafted a new policy framework detailing procedures for relocating
forest-dwelling communities from tiger reserves.

e The framework seeks to harmonise wildlife conservation with tribal rights by ensuring that any relocation
under existing laws—such as the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and the Forest Rights Act, 2006—is voluntary,

transparent, and based on informed consent.

Framework for Community-Centred Conservation and Relocation

e The Tribal Affairs Ministry has prepared a policy brief titled “Reconciling Conservation and Community
Rights: A Policy Framework for Relocation and Co-existence in India’s Tiger Reserves”.

¢ It aims to balance wildlife conservation with the rights of forest-dwelling communities.

Joint National Framework
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e The policy calls for a National Framework for Community-Centred Conservation and Relocation, to be jointly
managed by the Environment and Tribal Affairs Ministries.

o It will set clear procedures, timelines, and accountability for all relocation efforts.

National Database and Audits

« A National Database on Conservation-Community Interface (NDCCI) will track details of relocations,
compensation, and community welfare after relocation.
e Annual independent audits by approved agencies will review compliance with the Forest Rights Act (FRA), the

Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), and human rights norms.

Consent and Rights Protection

e The framework requires verifiable consent from both Gram Sabhas and individual households before
any area is declared a tiger reserve.
e It ensures that communities have the option to stay in their traditional forest homes under the FRA unless

relocation is ecologically necessary.

Core Principle

e The policy stresses that relocation must be voluntary, scientifically justified, and respectful of people’s rights

and dignity, promoting cooperation between conservation and community interests.

Relocation of Forest Tribes Only as Last Resort

e The policy brief says that forest-dwelling communities should be relocated from tiger reserves only when
absolutely necessary.

e Before any move, their rights under the Forest Rights Act, 2006, must be recognised.

¢ It also allows these communities to continue living inside tiger reserves and take part in protecting and

managing the forest and its wildlife.

Why the Policy Brief Was Released Now

e The Ministry of Tribal Affairs prepared this policy brief after growing concerns about how the Forest Rights

Act (FRA) is being ignored in tiger reserves and protected areas.

Concerns Over Non-Implementation of FRA

e State governments and Gram Sabhas inside tiger reserves complained that the rights of forest-dwelling
communities under the FRA were not being recognised.
e In response, the Tribal Affairs Ministry sent the policy brief to the Environment Ministry, urging better

coordination.

Trigger: NTCA’s 2024 Relocation Directive
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e A June 2024 directive from the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) asked states to prioritise village
relocations from tiger reserves.
e This caused widespread protests from Gram Sabhas and tribal groups, who then appealed to the National

Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) and the Union government to withdraw the order.

Background: Long-Standing Relocation Policy

e Relocation of villages for tiger conservation began in 1973 and is governed by both the Wildlife Protection Act
(WPA), 1972, and the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006.
e While the WPA empowers forest departments to create space for tigers, the FRA requires that the rights of

forest-dwellers be settled first—allowing them to stay or relocate voluntarily with compensation.

Issues in Implementation

e Relocation packages offer 15 lakh per family, but many tribes claim they are pressured to move or denied
basic services if they choose to stay.
e Conflicts like the one involving the Jenu Kuruba tribe in Karnataka’s Nagarhole National Park show ongoing

disputes over unrecognised land rights.

Current Status

e According to government data (August 2025), since January 2022, about 5,166 families from 56 villages in
seven states have been relocated.
¢ However, 64,801 families across 591 villages still live within the core areas of tiger reserves, highlighting the

scale and sensitivity of the issue.

Why the New Policy Brief Is Important

e Although laws already say that village relocations from tiger reserves must be voluntary and done only
when coexistence isn’t possible, poor implementation has created problems.

e The Tribal Affairs Ministry’s new policy brief highlights these gaps and calls for better monitoring of
relocation efforts.

e It proposes involving Tribal Affairs officials and independent experts to ensure that relocations follow

the law, protect community rights, and remain truly voluntary.

Source: TH

Source: https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/indias-new-framework-on-forest-tribe-relocation-explained/

© Vajiram & Ravi. For personal use only.

Page 3 of 3


https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/whats-the-plan-to-relocate-forest-tribes-explained/article70256032.ece#:~:text=While%20existing%20laws%2C%20rules%2C%20and,the%20way%20these%20rules%20are

