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Tropical Forest Latest News

India has joined the Brazil-led Tropical Forest Forever Facility (TFFF) as an observer ahead of COP30,
reaffirming its commitment to equitable climate action and forest conservation.

About the Tropical Forest Forever Facility

The TFFF is a new global initiative designed to reward countries financially for preserving tropical
forests, a vital component in global efforts to mitigate climate change.

The fund provides $4 per hectare of protected forest area annually, creating a performance-

based incentive model for conservation.
It is structured as a budget-neutral financing mechanism, meaning that it does not rely on new
taxes or continuous donor grants.
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The mechanism operates through the Tropical Forest Investment Fund (TFIF), which channels
sponsor contributions into sustainable investments, avoiding sectors linked to deforestation such as
fossil fuels, coal, and peat industries.
Returns generated by the TFIF investments are used to repay investors while simultaneously
rewarding participating countries for forest protection.

The initiative represents a market-based approach to climate finance, combining conservation incentives
with investment-driven sustainability.

India’s Role and Climate Commitments

India’s participation in the TFFF as an observer underscores its proactive engagement in global climate
governance. 
In its national statement at the COP30 Summit, India reaffirmed that its climate actions are guided by the
principles of Equity and Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities
(CBDR-RC) under the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement frameworks.
Key highlights of India’s climate achievements include:

36% reduction in emission intensity of GDP (2005-2020) – surpassing earlier targets ahead of
schedule.
Over 50% non-fossil fuel-based installed power capacity, fulfilling India’s revised 2030
Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) five years early.
Expansion of forest and tree cover resulted in an additional carbon sink of 2.29 billion
tonnes of CO₂ equivalent between 2005 and 2021.
Becoming the world’s third-largest renewable energy producer, with nearly 200 GW of
installed renewable capacity.

India’s flagship initiatives like the International Solar Alliance (ISA), bringing together over 120 countries,
and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) reflect its leadership in global climate
cooperation, particularly among developing nations.

Key Announcements at the COP30 Leaders’ Summit

The COP30 Summit in Belém, hosted by Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, saw world leaders
converge to review progress since the 2015 Paris Agreement and chart a roadmap for the next decade of
climate action.
Major Announcements:

Brazil pledged $1 billion to the TFFF, with Indonesia committing another $1 billion, Colombia
contributing $250 million, and Norway announcing $3 billion over a decade.
France, China, and the UAE expressed strong support for the initiative, though without financial
commitments yet.
President Lula launched the Belém Commitment, urging nations to quadruple the use of
sustainable fuels by 2035, and proposed “debt-for-climate swaps” to aid developing countries.
The Summit also highlighted the need for alignment of NDCs with the global 1.5°C temperature
goal, under the “Roadmap to Mission 1.5°C” established at COP28 in Dubai.
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India’s Call for Equitable Climate Finance

India’s statement at COP30 strongly emphasised the need for predictable, adequate, and concessional
climate finance from developed countries to support developing nations in achieving ambitious climate
targets.

India highlighted that global ambition remains inadequate, even a decade after the Paris
Agreement.
It called upon developed nations to accelerate emission reductions and fulfil their long-
standing financial commitments, including the promised $100 billion annual climate finance
goal.
India reaffirmed that affordable finance, technology transfer, and capacity-building are crucial
to enable developing nations to transition towards sustainable growth.
India also reiterated its commitment to multilateralism and to safeguarding the Paris Agreement
architecture, stressing that the next decade must be defined not only by targets but by
implementation, resilience, and shared responsibility.

Significance of India’s Observer Role

By joining the TFFF as an observer, India gains a strategic position in shaping the framework’s
implementation while sharing its experience in forest conservation and green growth.
The observer status enables India to:

Participate in policy discussions on financing mechanisms for forest conservation.
Share best practices from its successful afforestation and clean energy programmes.
Influence the design of equitable financing models that reflect the needs of the Global South.

The move also complements India’s ongoing efforts to enhance its carbon sink capacity, promote
community-led forest management, and strengthen climate-resilient ecosystems.
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