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Minorities Rights Day 2025 is observed on 18th December every year in India to spread awareness about the need
of protecting the rights of the minority communities. The day encourages people to learn more about the issues
faced by minorities in India and ways and methods to ensure their safety.

Minorities Rights Day in India 2025

India is a secular nation and the constitution of India provides equal rights to all its citizens. In the same spirit of
equality, our constitution also provided measures that safeguard the rights of minorities through ensuring specific
laws for them are made. These laws take care of people who are economically and socially disadvantaged
irrespective of their caste, culture, and community including the people of scheduled tribes and scheduled castes.

Minorities Rights Day 2025 Theme

The theme for Minorities Rights Day 2025 focuses on Protecting Constitutional Rights, Empowerment via Schemes,
Social Inclusion, & Ensuring Safety/Equality.  This theme emphasizes the importance of recognizing and celebrating
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cultural, linguistic, religious, and social diversity while ensuring that the rights of minority communities are
safeguarded.

Minorities Rights Day 2025 History 

Minorities Rights Day in India is observed by the National Commission for Minorities, emphasizing the importance of
religious harmony, mutual respect, and fostering a deeper understanding of all minority communities.

The United Nations, on 18th December 1992, adopted and proclaimed the Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious, and Linguistic Minorities. This declaration underscores the need to
respect, preserve, and protect the cultural, religious, linguistic, and national identities of minority groups, both at
the state and individual levels.

It also places a responsibility on state governments to enhance the living conditions of minorities and actively
promote awareness about their unique identities, ensuring their rights are safeguarded and valued.

Ministry of Minority Affairs in India

On 29th January 2006, the Ministry of Minority Affairs was established, separating it from the Ministry of Social
Justice and Environment to adopt a more focused approach to addressing issues concerning notified minority
communities, namely Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, Sikhs, Parsis, and Jains.

The ministry is tasked with formulating comprehensive policies, planning, coordination, evaluation, and reviewing
developmental programs and regulatory frameworks to promote the welfare and empowerment of these
communities.

National Commission of Minorities

The Union Government established the National Commission for Minorities under the National Commission for
Minorities Act, 1992, to protect the interests of minority communities. Initially, five religious communities, Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Zoroastrians (Parsis) were notified as minorities. Later, on 27th January 2014, the
Jains were also recognised as a minority community.

Several states, including Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal, have established
State Minorities Commissions, with offices located in their respective state capitals.

These State Commissions are responsible for safeguarding and protecting the constitutional and legal rights of
minority communities. Members of minority communities can approach their State Minorities Commissions for
redressal of grievances. 
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