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India’s challenging terrains, especially in the Himalayas and the Western Ghats, have necessitated the construction
of tunnels for road, rail, and metro connectivity. These tunnels not only reduce travel time but also enhance

strategic and economic connectivity. Here's a detailed guide to the most Important Tunnels in India 2026.

Important Tunnels in India 2026

India has developed an extensive network of tunnels across its challenging terrains to ensure all-weather
connectivity, reduced travel time, and strategic mobility. These tunnels exemplify India’s engineering excellence,
strategic foresight, and commitment to boosting regional development and national connectivity. The Famous

Tunnels of India 2026 have been discussed below in detail.

1. Atal Tunnel (Rohtang Tunnel), Himachal Pradesh

e Location: Rohtang Pass, Lahaul-Spiti Valley, Himachal Pradesh.

e Length: 9.02 km - the world’s longest high-altitude tunnel above 3,000 meters.
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e Purpose: Provides year-round connectivity between Manali and Lahaul-Spiti, bypassing snow-blocked
routes and reducing travel distance by 46 km.

e Importance: Enhances strategic military mobility by allowing rapid troop and equipment movement in a
sensitive Himalayan region. It also supports tourism and local trade, improving the regional economy.

¢ Significance: An engineering marvel due to construction at extreme altitude, in avalanche-prone terrain,
with advanced ventilation, lighting, fire safety, and surveillance systems. It was named after former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, reflecting India’s commitment to Himalayan infrastructure

development.

2. Pir Panjal Railway Tunnel, Jammu & Kashmir

e Location: Pir Panjal Range, between Banihal and Qazigund, Jammu & Kashmir.

e Length: 11.215 km - one of India’s longest railway tunnels.

e Purpose: Provides all-weather rail connectivity to the Kashmir Valley, reducing travel time in snow-
bound Himalayan regions.

¢ Importance: Plays a critical role in strategic defense logistics, enabling rapid troop and equipment
movement, while also facilitating smooth passenger and freight transport.

e Significance: An engineering marvel of Himalayan rail infrastructure, constructed using modern
tunneling techniques. It is part of the Jammu-Baramulla rail link, ensuring safe and reliable train operations

throughout the year, even during extreme winter conditions.

3. Jawahar Tunnel, Jammu & Kashmir

Location: Banihal Pass, Jammu & Kashmir, on NH-44.

e Length: 2.85 km - one of the earliest highway tunnels in India.

e Purpose: Provides year-round road connectivity between Jammu and Srinagar, bypassing heavy snowfall
zones in the Himalayas.

e Importance: Ensures continuous transport for civilians, trade, and strategic movement in winter
months when snow blocks mountain passes.

e Significance: Constructed in 1956, it is a historic tunnel in India’s Himalayan infrastructure,
modernized with improved lighting, ventilation, and safety systems, demonstrating early engineering

ingenuity in high-altitude tunneling.
4. Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Tunnel (Chenani-Nashri), J&K

¢ Location: Between Chenani and Nashri, Jammu & Kashmir, on NH-44.

e Length: 9.28 km - currently India’s longest road tunnel.

e Purpose: Reduces the distance between Chenani and Nashri by 30 km, saving nearly 2 hours of travel time
and bypassing landslide-prone mountainous stretches.

e Importance: Enhances all-weather connectivity, supports regional trade, tourism, and ensures strategic

troop and supply movement in sensitive Himalayan areas.
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e Significance: Inaugurated in 2017, the tunnel features modern tunnel control systems, advanced
ventilation, fire safety, and emergency management. It is considered a benchmark for road tunnel

safety and engineering in India.

5. Z-Morh Tunnel, Jammu & Kashmir

e Location: Near Sonamarg, Jammu & Kashmir, on the Srinagar-Leh highway.

e Length: 6.5 km - a significant all-weather road tunnel in the Himalayas.

e Purpose: Provides year-round connectivity between Srinagar and Kargil by bypassing avalanche-prone
stretches that are often blocked in winter.

e Importance: Ensures uninterrupted civilian travel, trade, and tourism while also supporting strategic

military logistics in this sensitive Himalayan region.

6. Zoji La Tunnel, Ladakh

e Location: Between Sonamarg (Jammu & Kashmir) and Drass (Ladakh) on the Srinagar-Leh highway.

e Length: 14.2 km - set to be Asia’s longest bi-directional road tunnel.

e Purpose: Provides year-round, weather-proof connectivity on a highway that is often blocked by snow
and avalanches, reducing travel time between Srinagar and Leh.

e Importance: Enhances strategic defense mobility, allowing rapid troop and equipment movement in the

border-sensitive Ladakh region, while also supporting tourism and trade.

7. Sangaldan Railway Tunnel, Jammu & Kashmir

e Location: Katra-Banihal section, Jammu & Kashmir, part of the Jammu-Baramulla rail link.

e Length: 7.1 km - one of the longest railway tunnels in India.

e Purpose: Provides all-weather railway connectivity through the snow-laden Himalayan terrain, ensuring
safe and fast train movement between Katra and Banihal.

e Importance: Plays a vital role in strategic logistics, allowing rapid movement of troops and military
equipment to sensitive border regions, while also supporting passenger and freight transport in the Kashmir

Valley.

8. Andhra Pradesh Electrified Rail Tunnel

e Location: Cherlopalli-Rapuru section, Andhra Pradesh.

e Length: 6.6 km - India’s longest electrified railway tunnel.

e Purpose: Supports freight and passenger train movement, particularly enabling efficient transport of
goods to Krishnapatnam Port.

o Importance: Enhances logistics and regional economic connectivity, reducing transit times for freight

and strengthening trade routes along the southeastern coast.

9. Sela Tunnel, Arunachal Pradesh

e Location: Sela Pass, Arunachal Pradesh, connecting Dirang and Tawang.
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e Length: 1.79 km + 475 m (twin-section tunnel).

e Purpose: Provides all-weather road connectivity to Tawang, bypassing snow and landslide-prone

stretches that often block the highway in winter.

e Importance: Enhances strategic defense mobility in the sensitive Northeast region, ensures smooth

transport for civilians, and supports tourism and local trade.

10. Chamba Tunnel, Uttarakhand

11.

12.

e Location: Chamba, Uttarakhand, on NH 94 as part of the Chardham Highway project.
e Length: 440 meters.

e Purpose: Ensures safer and faster road travel through hilly regions prone to landslides and heavy

rainfall.

o Importance: Facilitates religious tourism, local trade, and transportation, connecting key destinations

in Uttarakhand’s Himalayan region.

Nechiphu Tunnel, Arunachal Pradesh

e Location: Arunachal Pradesh, part of strategic road networks in the Eastern Himalayas.
e Length: 450 meters.
e Purpose: Provides continuous road connectivity by bypassing steep and dangerous mountain stretches.

e Importance: Enhances strategic military movement, local transportation, and accessibility for remote

communities in Arunachal Pradesh.

Karbude Railway Tunnel, Maharashtra

e Location: Western Ghats, Konkan Railway, Maharashtra.
e Length: 6.5 km (approx.) - the longest tunnel on the Konkan Railway route.
e Purpose: Enables smooth passenger and freight train movement through the rugged Western Ghats.

e Importance: Supports coastal logistics and economic connectivity between Mumbai and Mangalore,

aiding port transport and trade.

e Significance: A critical engineering achievement in Western Ghats railway infrastructure, overcoming

steep gradients and difficult terrain to maintain efficient rail operations.
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