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The Transgender Persons Amendment Bill is a Flawed Fix

Context

e The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026 introduces significant changes
to India’s legal framework governing gender identity and the rights of marginalised communities.

e While the government presents the amendments as corrective measures addressing the ambiguities of
the 2019 Act, a closer examination reveals that the Bill may deepen structural inequalities rather than
resolve them.

e By narrowing definitions, reinforcing problematic classifications, and overlooking key socio-legal realities, the

legislation raises serious concerns regarding inclusivity, scientific accuracy, and human rights.

Redefining Identity: Restriction and Exclusion

e One of the most contentious aspects of the Amendment Bill is its narrowed definition of a transgender
person.
e By limiting recognition to specific socio-cultural identities such as hijra, kinner, and aravani, as well as

biologically defined intersex variations, the Bill excludes individuals with fluid or non-heteronormative gender
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identities.

e This restrictive approach not only erases the diversity within gender identities but also undermines the lived
realities of those who do not fit into rigid cultural or biological categories.

e Furthermore, the removal of the right to self-perceived gender identity, previously recognized under the

2019 Act, marks a regressive shift.

Conceptual Confusion: Sex vs Gender

e A central flaw in the Bill lies in its conflation of sex identity and gender identity.

e By categorising male and female as gender identities rather than biological sex markers, the legislation
demonstrates a lack of conceptual clarity.

e This confusion extends further in its treatment of intersex persons, who are biologically diverse, as part of
the transgender category, which is primarily a social and psychological identity.

¢ It erases the distinct medical, legal, and social needs of intersex individuals, thereby limiting the scope of
protections available to them.

¢ International bodies such as the United Nations and the World Health Organisation clearly distinguish
between these categories, advocating for separate recognition and safeguards.

e The Bill’s divergence from these standards risks weakening India’s alignment with global human rights

frameworks.

Structural Invisibilisation and Data Deficit

e The absence of reliable data on transgender and intersex populations further complicates the issue.

e Without accurate demographic and socio-economic data, policy interventions remain superficial and
ineffective.

e The continued failure to distinguish between sex and gender in official documentation perpetuates
invisibility, leaving millions outside the reach of welfare systems and legal protections.

e Separating these categories in administrative frameworks would not only improve data accuracy but also

enable targeted policymaking.

Broader Concerns Surrounding the Amendment Bill

¢ Medicalisation and Privacy Concerns

o The introduction of a medical board-led certification process signals a shift toward the medicalisation
of identity.

o Mandatory reporting of surgeries and increased institutional oversight raise serious concerns about
privacy and bodily autonomy.

o A particular concern is the continued neglect of intersex infants, who remain vulnerable to non-
consensual normalising surgeries.

o Despite global calls for banning such practices, the Bill does not provide explicit legal

safeguards, thereby failing to protect bodily integrity.
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o Legal Recognition of Exploitative Structures

o While the Bill introduces stricter penalties for forced exploitation, it paradoxically leaves intact the
deeply entrenched hijra jamath-gharana system.

o By targeting external coercion without addressing internal hierarchies, the legislation risks legitimising
exploitative practices within these communities.

o These systems often involve economic control, restricted mobility, and lack of access to education,

particularly for abandoned gender non-conforming children.
« Absence of Intersectionality and Civil Rights

o It fails to account for how caste, disability, religion, and poverty intersect with gender identity to
produce compounded discrimination.

o Without targeted provisions, marginalised subgroups within the transgender community remain
excluded from meaningful protection.

o Additionally, issues such as marriage, adoption, inheritance, and succession are central to legal

recognition and citizenship.
e Policy Framework and Terminological Limitations

o The continued use of the term transgender as an umbrella category reflects a broader policy
limitation.

o The rejection of proposals to adopt a more inclusive framework such as GIESC (Gender
Identity/Expression and Sex Characteristics) demonstrates a reluctance to modernize terminology in
line with scientific understanding.

o This outdated framework not only limits inclusivity but also reinforces a singular identity narrative,

ignoring the diversity of sexual orientations and gender expressions within the community.

Conclusion

e The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026, despite its stated intent to strengthen
protections, ultimately reinforces many of the structural flaws present in the 2019 Act.

e By narrowing definitions, conflating distinct identities, and neglecting critical issues such as bodily autonomy,
intersectionality, and civil rights, the Bill risks institutionalising exclusion rather than alleviating it.

« A more effective approach would require a scientifically grounded and rights-based framework that
clearly distinguishes between sex and gender, ensures robust legal protections for intersex individuals,

dismantles exploitative systems, and guarantees full civil rights.

The Transgender Persons Amendment Bill is a Flawed Fix FAQs

Q1. What major change does the 2026 Amendment Bill make to the definition of a transgender person?
Ans. The Bill narrows the definition to specific socio-cultural identities and excludes gender-fluid and non-

heteronormative individuals.
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Q2. How does the Bill affect the right to self-identification?
Ans. The Bill removes the right to self-perceived gender identity and replaces it with a medical certification

process.
Q3. What conceptual issue exists in the Bill regarding sex and gender?

Ans. The Bill incorrectly conflates biological sex with gender identity, creating confusion and policy gaps.
Q4. Why is the inclusion of intersex persons under the transgender category problematic?

Ans. It ignores their distinct biological identity and specific legal and medical needs.

Q5. What key rights are missing from the Bill?

Ans. The Bill does not provide civil rights such as marriage, adoption, inheritance, and family recognition.

Source: The Hindu

An Energy Transition Driven by Ethics

Context

e The global shift from fossil fuels to renewable energy is shaped by tensions between energy security,
economic stability, and climate responsibility.

e Simon Stiell warned that fossil fuel reliance erodes national sovereignty, especially during geopolitical crises.

e At the same time, voices like Greta Thunberg reflect impatience with the slow pace of transition.

e However, the pathway forward is not binary; it involves managing trade-offs between development needs,

strategic autonomy, and sustainability.

Fossil Fuel Dependence and Strategic Vulnerability

e Fossil fuels remain central to industrial economies but create geopolitical vulnerability. Disruptions in key
chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz demonstrate how energy supply can be weaponised.

e For India, which depends heavily on imported crude, such disruptions trigger economic shocks, inflation,
and risks to industrial continuity.

e Yet, an abrupt exit from fossil fuels is equally dangerous. Developing nations rely on coal, oil, and gas to
sustain growth and employment.

e Without a structured transition or energy infrastructure, abandoning these resources could lead to industrial
collapse and weakened economic resilience.

e Thus, fossil fuels are both a liability and a necessity.

Renewables: Independence or New Dependency?

e Renewable energy promises long-term stability because solar and wind power cannot be physically
embargoed once systems are installed.
e This creates a sense of energy independence absent in fossil fuel systems.

¢ However, renewables depend on critical minerals such as lithium, cobalt, and rare earth elements.
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e Their supply chains are highly concentrated. The Democratic Republic of the Congo dominates cobalt
extraction, Australia leads in lithium production, while China controls much of global processing.

e This concentration introduces supply chain risk and strategic dependence. A disruption in mineral flows
or manufacturing, whether due to conflict or trade restrictions, could stall renewable deployment.

¢ In this sense, the transition replaces oil dependency with mineral dependency, shifting rather than

eliminating geopolitical risk.

The Role of Crisis in Accelerating Transition

e Geopolitical crises often accelerate the energy transition. Rising fossil fuel prices make renewables more
attractive despite high capital costs.

e When oil prices surge, the payback period for renewable projects shrinks, encouraging governments to
prioritise energy diversification.

¢ In contrast, when fossil fuels are cheap, governments tend to favour fiscal prudence over long-term
transformation.

e Stable oil markets reduce urgency, slowing investments in clean energy. For India, disruptions in oil supply
may force a faster transition, driven by necessity rather than planning.

e Such crisis-driven shifts can strengthen energy sovereignty, but they may also lead to rushed decisions

without addressing underlying structural challenges.

Equity and Historical Responsibility

e The global transition raises questions of climate justice and fairness. Developed nations built their
economies using fossil fuels, achieving high levels of industrialisation and strategic reserves.

e Expecting developing countries to rapidly decarbonise without similar opportunities creates an imbalance.

e India must balance its growth ambitions with climate commitments. Affordable and reliable energy
remains essential for development.

e A just transition requires technology transfer, financial support, and recognition of differing national

circumstances. Without this, the push for renewables risks reinforcing existing inequalities.

Ethics Beyond Economics and Fear

e Framing fossil fuel dependence as a threat to security relies heavily on fear-driven policy.

e While effective in the short term, such narratives often lose impact as nations adapt through alternative
strategies.

e A durable transition must be rooted in ethical responsibility. Renewable energy adoption should be driven
by the need to address climate change, not just economic or strategic gains.

e This includes acknowledging the environmental and social costs of mineral extraction, such as ecological
damage and human rights concerns in mining regions.

e Consistency in ethical standards is crucial. Concerns about mining impacts should persist regardless of fossil

fuel prices, ensuring that sustainability is not reduced to convenience.

Conclusion
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e The transition to renewable energy involves navigating a complex landscape of geopolitics, economics,
and ethics.

e Fossil fuels expose nations to external shocks, while renewables introduce new dependencies on minerals
and supply chains. Crises can accelerate change, but sustainable progress requires careful planning.

e For countries like India, the goal is a balanced pathway that preserves economic stability while advancing
energy transition.

¢ Ultimately, the strongest foundation for this shift lies not in fear or opportunity, but in a shared commitment

to protecting the planet and ensuring a more equitable future.

An Energy Transition Driven by Ethics FAQs

Q1. Why is fossil fuel dependence considered a threat to national security?
Ans. Fossil fuel dependence exposes countries to geopolitical disruptions that can affect energy supply and

economic stability.

Q2. How do renewables provide energy independence?
Ans. Renewables generate energy from natural sources like sun and wind, which cannot be embargoed once

infrastructure is in place.
Q3. What is a major challenge associated with renewable energy?
Ans. Renewable energy depends on critical minerals with highly concentrated global supply chains.

Q4. How do geopolitical crises influence energy transition?

Ans. Geopolitical crises increase fossil fuel prices, making renewable energy more economically attractive.

Q5. Why is ethical responsibility important in energy transition?
Ans. Ethical responsibility ensures that the shift to renewables addresses climate change while also considering

environmental and human impacts.

Source: The Hindu
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