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Jyotirao Phule Latest News

e PM Modi paid tribute to Jyotirao Phule on his birth anniversary (April 11), marking the beginning of his 200th

birth anniversary celebrations and highlighting his enduring legacy in social reform.

Jyotirao Phule (1827-1890)

e Jyotirao Phule is a central figure in Indian social reform history.
e He is widely regarded as one of the earliest and most radical voices against caste oppression and patriarchy

in 19th-century India.

Early Life and Background

e Born on 11 April 1827 in Pune, Maharashtra, into the Mali (gardener) caste — a lower-caste community —

Phule experienced caste discrimination firsthand from an early age.
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¢ Despite initial obstacles, he pursued education and was deeply influenced by the egalitarian ideals of
Thomas Paine’s The Rights of Man and the American anti-slavery movement.

e His exposure to these ideas shaped his lifelong crusade against Brahminical social order.

Key Areas of Work

e Education for the Marginalised - In 1848, he opened the first school for girls in Pune at Bhide Wada —
a radical act in 19th-century India. He subsequently opened schools for lower-caste children and
untouchables. His wife, Savitribai Phule, became India’s first female teacher and was his closest
partner in this mission.

¢ Women’s Empowerment - In 1863, he established a home for the care of upper-caste widows and their
newborns, challenging the social stigma attached to widow remarriage and pregnancy outside wedlock.

e Fight Against Caste System - He rejected the authority of the Vedas and Manusmriti as instruments of
upper-caste domination. He was among the first reformers to draw a direct link between caste oppression

and economic exploitation of the peasantry and labouring classes.

Satyashodhak Samaj (1873)

e Phule founded the Satyashodhak Samaj (Society of Truth Seekers) in 1873 — one of the most significant
social reform organisations of 19th-century India.

e Its core objectives were to liberate untouchables, promote rational thinking, and establish direct communion
with God without priestly intermediaries.

e The Samaj conducted marriages without Brahmin priests, a practice known as Satyashodhak marriages.

Books and Literary Works

e Tritiya Ratna (1855)

e Gulamgiri (Slavery) — 1873

e Shetkaryaca Asud (Cultivator's Whipcord) — 1883
e Sarvajanik Satyadharma Pustak (1889)

Legacy and Recognition

e In 1888, Phule was conferred the title “Mahatma” by a public gathering in Pune — decades before Gandhi
received the same title.

e He is regarded as a forerunner of B.R. Ambedkar, who acknowledged Phule as one of his three greatest
influences (alongside the Buddha and Kabir).

e The Government of India has honoured him as one of the makers of modern India.

Key Highlights of the Speech by PM Modi

¢ Phule as a Catalyst for Social Change - PM Modi described Phule as a reformer who believed that societal

change must emerge from within, inspiring generations through thought, action, and commitment to justice.
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e Central Role of Education in Reform - Education was at the heart of Phule’s vision. He pioneered schools
for girls and marginalised communities, emphasising that knowledge is a shared resource and a tool for
equality and empowerment.

e Champion of Equality and Social Justice - Phule worked tirelessly for the poor, farmers, and
marginalised, advocating dignity, equal rights, and social harmony. His founding of the Satyashodhak Samaj
institutionalised these ideals.

e Contribution of Savitribai Phule - PM Modi also honoured Savitribai Phule, a pioneer in women’s
education, who carried forward Phule’s mission and sacrificed her life while serving plague victims.

e Contemporary Relevance and Policy Inspiration - The Prime Minister linked Phule’s ideas to present-day
initiatives focused on education, innovation, and youth empowerment, highlighting their continued relevance
in nation-building.

o Call for Renewal of Social Commitment - The bicentenary is seen as an opportunity to renew
commitment to education, justice, and social reform, reinforcing the belief that society can transform itself

through collective effort.
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