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Geography remains one of the most preferred optional subjects among aspirants for the UPSC Exam 2025. Solving
UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question Papers is a crucial resource that can be utilised for exam
preparation. It not only helps aspirants understand the paper pattern but also gives them insights into the
important topics and trends.

In this article, we have provided compilation of UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Papers for both Paper 1 and
Paper 2. These PDFs are available for free download and will assist candidates in preparing effectively for the
upcoming UPSC Mains Exam 2025.

UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question Papers

As one of the most opted-for optional subjects, Geography once again proved to be a dynamic and analytical paper,
challenging candidates on multiple fronts. The UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question Papers not only
includes the PDFs but also the exam pattern and provides insights to candidates to not only focus on theoretical
understanding of core topics but also on their ability to apply geographical principles to current global and regional
developments.
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UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question Papers PDF

To help aspirants during their preparation, we have compiled the UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question
Papers PDF. Solving these papers will help candidates understand the exam pattern, assess the difficulty level, and
identify important topics asked frequently in Paper I and Paper II. Candidates can access and download the official
UPSC Geography Optional Question Papers PDFs directly from the table below:

UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question Papers PDF

Year
UPSC Geography Optional

Question Paper
PDF Link

2025

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
2

Download Link

2024

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
2

Download Link

2023

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
2

Download Link

2022

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
2

Download Link

2021
UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link
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UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
2

Download Link
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UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
2

Download Link
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UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
2

Download Link
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UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
2

Download Link

2016

UPSC Geography Optional Paper
1

Download Link
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Download Link
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UPSC Geography Exam Pattern 2025

Candidates who choose Geography as their optional subject in the UPSC Mains Exam 2025 must understand the
detailed UPSC Geography Exam Pattern 2025. The papers are designed to test not only theoretical understanding
but also the ability to apply concepts to real-world scenarios. A strong grasp of core topics, effective answer
structuring, and map-based presentation are essential to score well. Below is the complete UPSC Geography Exam
Pattern 2025:

UPSC Geography Exam Pattern 2025

Paper Subjects Covered Marks Duration Question Type

Paper
I

Principles of
Geography: 

1. Physical
Geography 

2. Human
Geography

250 3 Hours Descriptive

Paper
II

Geography of India 250 3 Hours Descriptive

Total — 500 — —

UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question Papers Benefits

1. Practicing UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question Papers provides aspirants with a clear
understanding of the exam structure, types of questions asked, marks weightage, and question trend over
the years.

2. By analyzing UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question Papers, candidates can identify the repetitive
topics and frequently asked questions. This helps in prioritizing areas of focus during preparation.

3. Time is a crucial factor in the UPSC Mains Exam 2025, Solving Geography optional papers under exam-like
conditions enables aspirants to manage their time better, improving speed and accuracy.

4. Geography papers often require structured, diagram-based answers. Practicing PYQs sharpens answer
writing skills, helps in maintaining proper flow, and teaches aspirants how to include maps and case studies
effectively.

5. Solving UPSC Geography Optional Previous Year Question Papers allows aspirants to self-evaluate their
performance, identify weak spots, and revise accordingly.
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