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Governance has emerged as one of the most dynamic and scoring areas in the UPSC CSE Exam. It plays a
significant role, especially in General Studies Paper II of the Mains exam. Understanding the UPSC Governance
Syllabus 2025 helps aspirants focus on India's administrative and policy-related frameworks. In the UPSC Syllabus
2025, governance is linked with polity, constitution, social justice, and current affairs. A clear understanding of
UPSC Governance Syllabus 2025 enables candidates to write insightful answers in Mains and answer fact-based
questions in Prelims.

UPSC Governance Syllabus 2025 Topic Wise

The UPSC Governance Syllabus 2025 is mostly analytical in nature, demands conceptual understanding as well as
the ability to integrate real-time examples, data, and current affairs. As per the UPSC Mains GS Paper II Syllabus
2025, the governance section includes the following major themes:

Government policies and interventions for development
Issues arising out of their design and implementation

Page 1 of 3



Development processes and the role of NGOs, SHGs, and other stakeholders
Important aspects of governance: transparency, accountability, e-governance
Role of civil services in democracy
Citizen charters, RTI, public service delivery
Institutional and regulatory frameworks (NITI Aayog, NHRC, CIC, etc.)

UPSC Governance Syllabus 2025 Prelims

While governance is not directly mentioned in the UPSC Prelims GS Paper I Syllabus 2025, questions often test the
aspirant’s awareness of current governance-related schemes, rights-based laws, and institutional reforms. These
topics are covered under the Polity section of UPSC Prelims Syllabus. Important areas to focus include:

RTI Act, Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Important government initiatives (Digital India, Good Governance Index)
Institutions like CAG, Election Commission, NHRC, etc.
Social justice schemes and their implementation
Issues in public service delivery and e-governance

UPSC Governance Syllabus 2025 Mains

Governance is an important component of GS Paper II. The questions are conceptual and opinion-based, often
requiring a balanced, analytical response supported by examples. Topics that regularly appear include:

Role of civil servants in good governance
Challenges in policy implementation
E-governance, applications, models, limitations
Participatory governance and citizen engagement
RTI Act and its effectiveness
Issues of transparency and accountability in governance
Recent governance reforms

UPSC Governance Syllabus 2025 Preparation Strategy

Understand the UPSC Governance Syllabus 2025 thoroughly, Break it into sub-topics using the GS II
structure.
Focus on editorials, government schemes, reforms, and civil service news.
Using government sources including PIB, PRS, ARC Reports, and NITI Aayog publications are crucial.
Make short notes, one-page summaries for RTI, Lokpal, E-governance models, etc.
Practice answer writing by utilising previous year questions and model questions to write structured answers.

UPSC Governance Books

Recommended books and sources by Vajiram and Ravi and other toppers include:

Laxmikanth’s Indian Polity - for foundational topics
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Governance in India by M. Laxmikanth - detailed coverage of all governance topics
Second ARC Reports (especially 2nd, 4th, 6th, 12th reports) - for administrative reforms
Yojana/Kurukshetra - for real-life governance examples and schemes
PRS India / PIB - for updates on new policies and legislative developments.

Other Related UPSC Optional Syllabus

UPSC Commerce Optional Syllabus
UPSC Geography Optional

Syllabus
UPSC Geology Optional Syllabus

UPSC History Optional Syllabus UPSC Law Optional Syllabus UPSC Maths Optional Syllabus

UPSC Medical Science Optional Syllabus
UPSC Philosophy Optional

Syllabus
UPSC Physics Optional Syllabus

UPSC PSIR Optional Syllabus
UPSC Psychology Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Sociology Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Zoology Optional Syllabus
UPSC Economics Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Agriculture Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Anthropology Optional Syllabus
UPSC Botany Optional

Syllabus 

UPSC Chemistry Optional

Syllabus 

UPSC Civil Engineering Optional Syllabus
UPSC Management Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Mechanical Engineering

Optional Syllabus

UPSC Public Administration Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Statistics Optional

Syllabus 

UPSC Electrical Engineering

Optional Syllabus

UPSC Animal Husbandry & Veterinary

Science Optional Syllabus
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