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In an increasingly interconnected world, International Relations (IR) has become a crucial part of the UPSC CSE
Exam 2025, specifically in General Studies Paper II. The section not only evaluates your understanding of India's
foreign policy but also measures your awareness of how India engages with global powers, regional organizations,
and multilateral forums.

Vajiram and Ravi, emphasizes a concept along with current affairs approach to tackle this section effectively. From
India's evolving neighborhood policy to global summits and strategic groupings like BRICS and QUAD, this topic
blends diplomacy, geopolitics, economics, and strategic interests,  making it a highly dynamic and scoring portion
of GS II.

UPSC International Relations & Institutions Syllabus 2025 Topic Wise

Understanding both static concepts (e.g., India’s foreign policy principles) and dynamic developments (e.g., Indo-
Pacific strategy, UNSC reforms, India-U.S. trade talks) is essential. The UPSC International Relations & Institutions
Syllabus 2025 of the GS Paper II syllabus includes the following core themes:
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India and its neighborhood, relations, challenges, and opportunities
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests
Indian diaspora
Important international institutions, agencies and fora their structure, mandate, and relevance to India.

UPSC International Relations & Institutions Syllabus 2025 Prelims

In the Prelims (GS Paper I), direct questions from International Relations are rare, but you must be aware about the
below mentioned topics which are covered in the UPSC International Relations & Institutions Syllabus 2025,
Aspirants should revise global organizations’ headquarters, functions, reports, and India’s contributions or votes in
UN bodies:

International organizations: IMF, World Bank, WTO, IAEA, etc.
Recent global summits and India’s participation (e.g., G20, COP summits)
India’s agreements with neighboring countries (e.g., BBIN, BIMSTEC)
Key terms like “Blue Dot Network,” “Indo-Pacific,” or “Malabar Exercise”

UPSC International Relations & Institutions Mains Syllabus 2025

UPSC International Relations & Institutions Mains Syllabus 2025 in GS Paper II is more analytical and often
interlinked with contemporary global events. Mains questions evaluate your understanding of India’s diplomatic
priorities, strategic autonomy, global image, and multilateral commitments. Use case studies, recent summits, and
key agreements to enrich your answers. Common themes include:

India-China, India-U.S., India-Russia relations
Regional dynamics: SAARC, BIMSTEC, ASEAN
India's engagement with QUAD, SCO, BRICS, and G20
International institutions: WTO reforms, UNSC expansion, WHO's credibility post-COVID
India’s role in climate negotiations (UNFCCC, COP summits)
Indian diaspora’s role in diplomacy and trade

Preparation Tips for International Relations & Institutions 2025

1. Begin with Class 12 Political Science NCERTs. Visit the MEA (Ministry of External Affairs) website to read press
releases, bilateral talks, and India’s foreign policy positions.

2. These notes categorize IR into regional blocs, thematic issues (e.g., climate diplomacy), and evolving
bilateral relationships.

3. Focus on columns by Suhasini Haidar, C. Raja Mohan, and former diplomats. They provide perspectives useful
for answer writing.

4. Keep a timeline of India’s foreign relations. This helps you show evolution in answers.
5. When writing answers, always connect issues back to India’s national interest, security, economy, or

diplomacy.
6. Use quotes from Jawaharlal Nehru, Shashi Tharoor, or Indian diplomats to add depth to answers.

Page 2 of 3



Best Books for UPSC International Relations 2025

India’s Foreign Policy by Rajiv Sikri - Easy-to-understand overview from a diplomat’s lens
The Hindu & Indian Express Editorials - For day-to-day updates
MEA Annual Reports & India’s Year Book - Factual and data-backed resources
Vision IAS or Vajiram’s Monthly Current Affairs - For IR summaries & value addition.

Other Related UPSC Optional Syllabus

UPSC Commerce Optional Syllabus
UPSC Geography Optional

Syllabus
UPSC Geology Optional Syllabus

UPSC History Optional Syllabus UPSC Law Optional Syllabus UPSC Maths Optional Syllabus

UPSC Medical Science Optional Syllabus
UPSC Philosophy Optional

Syllabus
UPSC Physics Optional Syllabus

UPSC PSIR Optional Syllabus
UPSC Psychology Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Sociology Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Zoology Optional Syllabus
UPSC Economics Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Agriculture Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Anthropology Optional Syllabus
UPSC Botany Optional

Syllabus 

UPSC Chemistry Optional

Syllabus 

UPSC Civil Engineering Optional Syllabus
UPSC Management Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Mechanical Engineering

Optional Syllabus

UPSC Public Administration Optional

Syllabus

UPSC Statistics Optional

Syllabus 

UPSC Electrical Engineering

Optional Syllabus

UPSC Animal Husbandry & Veterinary

Science Optional Syllabus
   

Source: https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/upsc-ir-syllabus/
© Vajiram & Ravi. For personal use only.
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