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UPSC Art & Culture Syllabus 2025 is one of the most significant yet challenging portions of the UPSC CSE Exam
2025. It is an essential part of General Studies Paper I for Mains and features prominently in the Prelims Exam. This
section evaluates a candidate’s awareness of India’s rich heritage, diversity, and contributions in the fields of
architecture, literature, religion, and traditional art forms. Due to its vast and often scattered nature, candidates
must adopt a strategic and integrated approach that blends static topics with current affairs.

UPSC Art & Culture Syllabus 2025 Topic Wise

Although UPSC doesn’t release a detailed syllabus for Art & Culture separately, based on past trends and standard
preparation strategies, the key topics include:

Architecture: Rock-cut, cave, temple, Indo-Islamic, and colonial architecture
Sculpture: Prehistoric, Mauryan, Gandhara, Mathura, Chola bronze art
Painting: Ajanta, Bagh, Mughal, Rajput, Pahari, Company School, modern artists
Dance Forms: Classical (e.g., Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Odissi) and Folk dances
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Music: Classical (Carnatic & Hindustani), Folk traditions, musical instruments
Drama and Theatre: Sanskrit drama, folk theatre, modern Indian drama
Literature: Ancient (Vedic, Sangam), medieval, and modern Indian literature
Religious Movements: Buddhism, Jainism, Bhakti, Sufi
Cultural Institutions: ASI, IGNCA, Sangeet Natak Akademi, Lalit Kala Akademi
Fairs and Festivals: National and regional, their cultural significance
UNESCO World Heritage Sites related to Indian culture

UPSC Art & Culture Syllabus 2025 Prelims

In the Prelims, questions are mostly factual and test candidates on terminology, locations, origin, chronology, and
recent discoveries. Recent trends show that UPSC is asking 2-5 questions from Art & Culture each year, sometimes
indirectly linked with current affairs. Using NCERTs, CCRT, and regular updates from PIB or news magazines helps
cover the Prelims portion thoroughly. Key areas to focus on include:

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India
GI-tagged cultural items and art forms
Classical dances, musical traditions, and puppetry forms
Cultural festivals and their origin
Ancient and medieval architecture styles
Buddhist and Jain art and inscriptions
Recent discoveries by ASI or museum exhibitions

UPSC Art & Culture Syllabus 2025 Mains

In Mains (GS Paper I), questions are analytical and expect candidates to link cultural heritage with historical
continuity, contemporary relevance, and government efforts in preservation. A good Mains answer requires context,
depth, structure, and examples. Candidates are expected to go beyond rote facts and demonstrate understanding
of themes and cultural transitions over time.

UPSC Art & Culture Preparation Strategy

1. Begin with NCERTs (Class 11 - Fine Arts) that provides conceptual understanding in architecture, sculpture,
and painting.

2. Referring to Standard Books such as Nitin Singhania’s book on Indian Art & Culture is widely used and
recommended for both Prelims and Mains.

3. Integrate Current Affairs, Note cultural events, new GI tags, new heritage site declarations, or government
schemes.

4. Maps for temple sites, timelines for literature, and flowcharts for art evolution make revision easier and
answers more appealing.

5. Solve PYQs that will help you identify recurring themes and tailor your preparation accordingly.

UPSC Art & Culture Booklist
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NCERT Class 11 - An Introduction to Indian Art
Indian Art & Culture by Nitin Singhania (McGraw Hill)
Facets of Indian Culture - Spectrum Publications
Yojana & Kurukshetra Magazines (for contemporary cultural topics)
PIB and Ministry of Culture Updates.
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