
Vajiram & Ravi

Youngest IAS Officer in India, Top 10 Youngest IAS
Officers in India
July 1, 2026  •  vajiramandravi.com

The title of India's youngest IAS officer belongs to Ansar Shaikh. A remarkable individual who achieved this
distinction by securing the 361st rank in the UPSC Civil Services Examination at the age of 21 in 2016. Ansar
Shaikh's remarkable journey stands as a testament to his unwavering determination and dedication, underlining the
idea that age is not a barrier to success in the highly competitive realm of civil services.

Becoming the Youngest IAS Officer, Ansar Shaikh’s accomplishment serves as a potent source of inspiration for
aspirants, spotlighting the potential for achieving extraordinary feats through meticulous preparation and clear
ambition. Here, in this article, we will discuss various important aspects related to Ansar Shaikh, the Youngest IAS
Officer in India, in detail.

Who is the Youngest IAS Officer in India?

Ansar Shaikh emerges as India's youngest IAS officer, a distinction he earned by successfully navigating the
UPSC Civil Services Examination in 2016, an impressive feat considering he was just 21 at the time. His journey to
this achievement is a story of triumph over adversity, rooted in sheer determination and relentless hard work.
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Hailing from Jalna, Maharashtra, Ansar Shaikh's unwavering commitment to his studies and focused preparation
resulted in him clinching the 361st rank in the UPSC exam, opening the doors to the esteemed Indian
Administrative Services. His success resonates as an inspiring tale, encouraging young aspiring IAS officers to chase
their dreams and pursue excellence in the sphere of civil services.

Success Story of Ansar Shaikh

Ansar Shaikh's remarkable journey serves as a striking example of unwavering determination and resilience.
Emerging from an economically disadvantaged background in Maharashtra, Ansar's path to becoming India's
youngest IAS Officer is an inspiring tale of overcoming obstacles and pursuing educational excellence in the face of
adversity.

He chose Marathi as the medium for the UPSC Mains examination and Interview and selected Political Science as his
optional subject, showcasing a well-planned strategy that played a pivotal role in his achievement. Ansar's story is
characterised by his unyielding belief in the power of hard work and dedication. Despite financial challenges, he
received crucial support from friends and his coaching institute, underscoring the importance of perseverance and a
strong support system.

Top 10 Youngest IAS Officers in India

The prestigious list of the top 10 youngest IAS officers in India serves as a testament to the potential of early
dedication and meticulous groundwork in achieving extraordinary laurels. This esteemed list of youngest IAS
officers includes:

Year Name Age

2016 Ansar Shaikh 21

2013 Roman Saini 22

2007 Swati Meena Naik 22

2011 Amrutesh Aurangabadkar 22

2003 Ankur Garg 22

2001 Smita Sabharwal 22

2006 Gaurav Goyal 22

2015 Tina Dabi 22

2017 S Susree 22

2018 Ashima Jain 22

Youngest Female IAS Officer in India
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Tina Dabi and Smita Sabharwal emerge as notable exemplars of the youngest female IAS officers in India,
attaining this distinction at the age of 22. Tina Dabi's groundbreaking feat in 2015, coupled with her pivotal role as
a District Collector and Magistrate in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, spotlights the invaluable contributions of young women
in administrative roles.

Smita Sabharwal's saga from the 2001 batch further fortifies the notion that gender is no deterrent to achieving
excellence in civil services. These accomplished women stand as beacons of inspiration for forthcoming generations
of aspiring female civil servants, unequivocally emphasising that determination and dedication can surmount
obstacles and pave the path to exceptional achievements.
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