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The UPSC Philosophy Optional Previous Year Question Papers are an important resource for candidates preparing
for the UPSC Mains Exam 2025. Philosophy is one of the most popular optional subjects, chosen not only by
philosophy graduates but also by aspirants from diverse backgrounds due to its concise syllabus, logical nature, and
strong overlap with Ethics (GS Paper 4) and Essay Paper. Regular practice of previous year question papers helps
aspirants understand the type of questions asked, refine their answer-writing style, and score high in this optional.

Philosophy as an Optional Subject

In the UPSC CSE Exam 2025, Philosophy is one of the 48 optional subjects available to candidates. It comprises two
papers, Paper I and Paper II each carrying 250 marks, thereby accounting for a total of 500 marks.

For the UPSC Exam 2025, Optional Subject, Paper I is scheduled on 31st August 2025 in the morning session from
9:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon, while Optional Subject, Paper II (Paper VII) will be conducted the same day in the
afternoon session from 2:30 P.M. to 5:30 P.M.
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Philosophy as an Optional Subject holds a distinctive place in UPSC due to its concise syllabus, conceptual clarity,
and relevance to ethics and thought systems. Understanding its structure and recent trends can provide valuable
insights for aspirants in their preparation strategy.

UPSC Philosophy Optional Previous Year Question Papers

Candidates can download the UPSC Philosophy Optional Previous Year Question Papers from the official UPSC
website or from the direct link shared in the table below.

UPSC Philosophy Optional Previous Year Question Papers

Year Paper I Paper II

2025 Download PDF Download PDF

2024 Download PDF Download PDF

2023 Download PDF Download PDF

2022 Download PDF Download PDF

2021 Download PDF Download PDF

2020 Download PDF Download PDF

2019 Download PDF Download PDF

2018 Download PDF Download PDF

UPSC Philosophy Optional Previous Year Question Papers Benefits

Solving UPSC Philosophy Optional Previous Year Question Papers helps candidates understand the structure
and type of questions asked, making it easier to prepare with the right focus.
Regular practice improves expression, articulation, and subject clarity, which are crucial for writing impactful
philosophical answers.
Reviewing previous papers reveals repeatedly asked themes and thinkers, allowing aspirants to prioritize
important topics.
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Practicing under exam conditions teaches candidates to complete the paper within the time limit, reducing
last-minute stress.
Attempting past papers helps in revising key concepts, theories, and philosophers, ensuring a strong grasp of
the syllabus.
Analyzing question trends enables candidates to formulate a smart approach to attempt the paper with
confidence and precision.
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