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In the UPSC Mains Exam 2025, Public Administration is one of the 48 optional subjects that candidates can choose.
This optional consists of two papers, Paper | and Paper Il each carrying 250 marks, making the total weightage 500
marks. For the Mains, Paper | (Paper-VIll) held on August 31, 2025, in the morning session from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00

p.m., while Paper Il (Paper-IX) took place in the afternoon session from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Public Administration has remained a popular choice among aspirants due to its relevance in governance, policy-
making, and current affairs. The subject not only helps in mains preparation but also provides an edge in the
interview stage, as it overlaps with topics from General Studies. Choosing this option can significantly influence a

candidate’s performance and final score.

Also Check: UPSC Mains Question Paper 2025

UPSC Public Administration Optional Paper 2025

The UPSC Mains Public Administration Optional Paper 2025 was held in two sessions. Paper 1 took place in the
morning shift from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, followed by Paper 2 in the afternoon shift from 2:30 PM to 5:30 PM. Public
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Administration has remained a popular choice among aspirants because of its relevance to governance and

administration.

The UPSC Mains Exam includes nine papers, out of which candidates must choose one optional subject comprising

Paper VI and Paper VII. To understand the structure of the Public Administration optional subject better, check the

table below:

UPSC Public Administration Optional Paper 2025

Particulars

Exam Name

Optional Papers in UPSC Mains Exam

Optional Paper |

Optional Paper Il

Optional Weightage

Total Optional Subjects in the UPSC CSE

Exam

Public Administration Optional

Total Marks in Optional

Details

UPSC Civil Services Exam

2 Papers

Public Administration Optional Paper-I

Public Administration Optional Paper-II

25% of the total marks of the Written Exam and Personality Test

48 Subjects

Public Administration Optional Paper-l and Public Administration

Optional Paper-I|

500 Marks (250 marks each)

Also Check: UPSC Mains Optional Question Paper 2025

UPSC Public Administration Optional Paper 2025 Download PDF

The UPSC Public Administration Optional Paper 2025 conducted on August 31, 2025. The direct link to download the
UPSC Public Administration Optional Paper 2025 PDF is available here.

UPSC Public Administration Optional Paper 2025 Download

PDF

Papers

PDFs
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UPSC Public Administration Optional Paper |

UPSC Public Administration Optional Paper |

Public Administration as an Optional Subject

Public Administration continues to be one of the most preferred optionals in UPSC because of the distinct

advantages it offers:

Download PDF

Download PDF

e Aspirants with backgrounds in Political Science, Public Policy, or Administration find the subject familiar, as it

directly deals with governance, institutions, and policy-making.
e The subject rewards clarity. Well-structured answers with definitions, thinkers’ views, and real-life

administrative examples such as bureaucracy, accountability, or public policy can fetch high marks.

e A large part of the syllabus overlaps with GS Paper 2 (Polity and Governance), GS Paper 4 (Ethics), and Essay,

which reduces the need for separate preparation.

e The syllabus blends theory with application. It covers both administrative thinkers and models as well as the

practical side like Indian Administration and governance challenges, making preparation more systematic.

e Being one of the oldest and most popular optionals, study material is widely available:, standard books,

coaching notes, topper’s answer copies, and guidance resources are easy to find.

Also Check: UPSC Indian Language Paper 2025

UPSC Public Administration Optional Previous Year Question Papers

UPSC Public Administration Optional Previous Year Question Papers are available here for aspirants aiming to

strengthen their preparation. You can download these papers in PDF format, which serve as a reliable resource to

practice answer writing and understand the exam pattern.
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