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Uma Harathi N from Huzur Nagar Sitaramnagar Colony in Suryapet, Telangana, is an inspiring name in the UPSC
Toppers List. She often emphasizes that her journey has been defined by persistence and the ability to learn from
setbacks.

Coming from a family rooted in service and discipline, Uma draws her biggest inspiration from her father, Nukala
Venkateshwarlu, the Superintendent of Police in Naranapet. Watching him serve society motivated her to pursue
civil services, not only as a career but also as a means to work towards causes close to her heart, like education
and women’s empowerment. Her mother has been a constant source of support, managing the home and standing
by her through the demanding preparation years.

An alumna of IIT Hyderabad, Uma completed her degree in civil engineering before setting her sights on UPSC. At
around 27-28 years of age, she credits her success entirely to her family’s encouragement, especially her father’s
guidance and values.
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Uma Harathi N UPSC AIR 3 2022

Uma Harathi N comes from a supportive family that played a central role in her UPSC journey. Her father, Nukala
Venkateshwarlu, serves as the Superintendent of Police in the Naranapet region, while her mother is a homemaker
who provided constant encouragement during the demanding preparation phase. Uma often acknowledges that her
family’s support was the backbone of her success.

Uma Harathi N Education Qualification

Uma Harathi N, who secured All India Rank 3 in the UPSC Exam 2022, is an alumna of IIT Hyderabad, where she
pursued civil engineering. Her early education up to Class 10 was at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Hyderabad, laying a
strong academic foundation.

After graduation, Uma turned her focus towards civil services, choosing Anthropology as an Optional Subject. Her
solid academic background, especially the analytical training from IIT, played a key role in developing the critical
thinking and problem-solving skills required for the UPSC. She also gained experience working briefly at a coaching
institute, which further refined her understanding of the exam’s demands and preparation strategies.

Uma Harathi N Optional Subject

For the UPSC CSE Exam 2022, Uma Harathi N chose Anthropology as an Optional Subject, a decision that played a
significant role in her success. Anthropology, which studies human societies, cultures, and evolution, draws from
natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities, making it a balanced and multidisciplinary field.

Uma’s choice was from her interest in understanding human societies and cultural practices. The subject provided
her an edge as it directly relates to areas like tribal issues, social challenges, and human evolution, all highly
relevant to governance and policymaking.

Being largely theoretical but with a scientific approach, Anthropology allowed Uma to demonstrate her analytical
abilities and interpretation skills. Another factor that made it strategic was its strong overlap with General Studies
papers, which helped her streamline her preparation.

Also Read: Aditya Srivastava UPSC AIR 1 2023

Uma Harathi N Marksheet

Uma Harathi N, who secured AIR 3 in UPSC CSE Exam 2022, scored a total of 1060 marks in the final result. With
Anthropology as an Optional Subject, she secured 873 marks in the Mains written papers and an impressive 179
marks in the Personality Test (Interview).
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Uma Harathi N Challenges

Uma Harathi N secured All India Rank 3 in UPSC 2022, a result that came after years of persistence. Her journey
was not easy and was marked by repeated setbacks.

She finally cracked the exam on her fifth attempt, proving the value of consistency. In her third attempt, she
managed to reach the interview stage but her Mains score pulled her down.
The fourth attempt was another disappointment when she failed to clear even the Prelims. That failure forced
her to deeply analyze her preparation and strategy.
She realized that Geography, her initial optional subject, was not aligned with her strengths. After careful
thought, she switched to Anthropology, which turned out to be the right choice.
Group study sessions with peers played an important role in keeping her motivated. Her friends helped her
overcome phases of self-doubt and mental fatigue. Throughout this time, her family stood as her strongest
support system.
Each setback became a lesson, pushing her to reflect and improve. Uma often says that failure gave her the
opportunity for self-reflection and resilience. 
With the right mindset and the right strategy, she finally achieved her dream of becoming an IAS officer.
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