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Ankita Agarwal based out in Kolkata secured the All India Rank 2 in UPSC Exam 2021. She has completed her
graduation in Economics from St. Stephen’s College of Delhi University. Her journey was marked by persistence. In
her first attempt in 2019, she achieved AIR 236, which earned her a position in the Indian Revenue Service (IRS).
While this was a remarkable achievement, Ankita never lost sight of her ultimate goal, the Indian Administrative
Service (IAS). On her third attempt, she fulfilled that aspiration by securing a top rank and proving the value of
consistency and determination in the UPSC journey.

Ankita Agarwal UPSC AIR 2 2021

The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has declared the final UPSC Result 2021, announcing the toppers list
along with it. A total of 685 candidates have been recommended for appointment to various services. Shruti Sharma
secured AIR 1, followed by Ankita Agarwal at AIR 2, and Gamini Singla at AIR 3. The table below discusses overview
about Ankita Agarwal UPSC AIR 2 2021:

Ankita Agarwal UPSC AIR 2 2021
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Attribute Details

Name Ankita Agarwal

Age (at the time of
qualifying)

25

Rank 2

Attempt 3

Optional Subject Political Science & International Relations

Family Background
Father: Businessman, Mother: Homemaker, Brother: MBA
student

Hometown Kolkata

School DPS Ruby Park, Kolkata

College & Stream St. Stephen's College, Delhi (Economics Honors)

Selected for Indian Administrative Service (IAS)

Also Read: Shakti Dubey UPSC AIR 1 2024

Ankita Agarwal Educational Qualification

Ankita Agarwal, who secured AIR 2 in UPSC Exam 2021, completed her schooling at DPS Ruby Park, Kolkata. She
later pursued a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University. After graduation,
Ankita briefly worked in the corporate sector, but her strong inclination toward public service motivated her to step
away from the corporate and dedicate herself fully to preparing for the Civil Services Examination.

Ankita Agarwal Optional Subject

Answer writing practice formed the backbone of Ankita’s Mains preparation. She made it a point to write with
clarity, structure, and precision, ensuring every argument was backed with relevant facts or examples. Ankita
Agarwal Optional Subject was Political Science and International Relations (PSIR), which she mastered by revising
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standard reference books and consolidating her notes into a ready resource for quick review. Ankita relied on
regular revisions and followed a disciplined study routine, which helped her manage the vast syllabus effectively
and stay consistent throughout her preparation journey.

Ankita Agarwal Marksheet

Ankita Agarwal, who secured AIR 2 in UPSC CSE Exam 2021, scored a total of 1050 marks in the final result. With
Political Science and International Relations (PSIR) as an Optional Subject, she secured 871 marks in the Mains
written papers and an impressive 179 marks in the Personality Test (Interview).

Subject Marks

Essay (Paper I) 129

General Studies 1 (Paper II) 135

General Studies 2 (Paper III) 121

General Studies 3 (Paper IV) 124

General Studies 4 (Paper V) 112

Optional 1 (Political Science & International Relations)
(Paper VI)

155

Optional 2 (Political Science & International Relations)
(Paper VII)

147

Written Total 871

Personality Test 179

Final Total 1050

Also Read: Aditya Srivastava UPSC AIR 1 2023

Ankita Agarwal Challenges

Ankita’s UPSC journey was far from smooth. In her first attempt in 2019, she secured the 236th rank, which placed
her in the Indian Revenue Service (IRS). While undergoing training for the IRS, she simultaneously prepared for her
third attempt in 2021, a task that demanded exceptional discipline and time management. 

Balancing the rigors of training with exam preparation was mentally and physically taxing. She also spoke openly
about the emotional strain and pressure that comes with repeated attempts. 

To overcome this, Ankita stressed the importance of maintaining balance, taking breaks, staying connected with
friends and family, and keeping a healthy lifestyle to avoid burnout. Her persistence through these challenges
eventually helped her achieve her goal of joining the IAS.
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