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Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG)

The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a multilateral export control regime made up of 48 participating governments
that aims to prevent nuclear proliferation by controlling the export of nuclear materials, equipment, technology, and
dual-use items. The NSG operates through voluntary collaboration among its members rather than being a treaty-

based body to guarantee that international nuclear trade is carried out solely for peaceful purposes.

The Nuclear Suppliers Group significantly contributes to the building of the international nuclear non-proliferation
framework while enabling nations to profit from peaceful uses of nuclear energy in fields including electricity

production, medicine, agriculture, and scientific research.

Nuclear Suppliers Group History

Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) was founded in 1975 in reaction to India's Pokhran-I nuclear test (1974) as one of
the regimes of the Multilateral Export Control Regime, which brought attention to the possibility of civilian

nuclear technology being misused for military objectives.
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e The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) of 1968 and the Zangger Committee (1971), which established
the "Trigger List" to control exports of critical nuclear materials under International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) safeguards, are its roots.

e Building on these initiatives, the Nuclear Suppliers Group expanded its Trigger List and strengthened its
export control guidelines.

o These guidelines apply to nuclear exports made by NSG participating governments, irrespective of
whether the recipient state is a party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

e The NSG became a crucial pillar of the international nuclear non-proliferation system in 1992 when it added
limits on dual-use products to further enhance its framework.

e The first plenary meeting was held in London in 1975, which is why the NSG was originally known as the

London Club (London Suppliers Group).

Nuclear Suppliers Group Aim and Objectives

The main aim of the Nuclear Suppliers Group is to prevent international nuclear traffic from aiding in the creation or

spread of nuclear weapons. Among its main objectives are:

e Restricting the spread of nuclear weapons.
e Facilitating responsible international nuclear trade.

e Promoting nuclear energy's peaceful use.

Coordinating participating governments' export control measures.

Assisting the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in international non-proliferation initiatives.

e The NSG offers common guidelines that members voluntarily apply through their domestic export control

laws, in contrast to enforcement authorities.

Nuclear Suppliers Group Headquarters

The Nuclear Suppliers Group does not have an official office, secretariat, or permanent headquarters. It functions as
a non-treaty-based, voluntary political coalition. Participating governments temporarily manage administrative

support and website hosting, and member nations host frequent plenary sessions.

Nuclear Suppliers Group Membership

There are 48 participating countries in the Nuclear Suppliers Group, including significant exporters of nuclear

technology.

e The founding members of the Nuclear Suppliers Group are the United States, the erstwhile Soviet Union, the
United Kingdom, France, the erstwhile West Germany, Canada, and Japan.

e Applications from nations wishing to join are periodically reviewed by the NSG, although entry necessitates
the agreement of all current members.

¢ India is not a member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group.

e China: China joined the Nuclear Suppliers Group in 2004.

Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) Membership Criteria
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The criteria for Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) membership depend upon the evaluation of applicants based on

predetermined standards decided upon by current members. Important prerequisites consist of:

e The capacity to provide dual-use commodities, equipment, or nuclear materials covered by the NSG
Guidelines.

e Dedication to putting the NSG export control regulations into practice and abiding by them.

e A domestic export control mechanism that is authorised by law to govern nuclear exports.

e Membership in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) or a comparable international nuclear non-
proliferation accord, as well as adherence to applicable IAEA safeguards and pertinent duties.

e Strong backing for international initiatives to stop the spread of WMDs, including nuclear weapons.

Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) Structure and Functions

NSG does not function as a legally binding international body. Rather, it operates through collaboration between

participating governments. The structure of the NSG Troika is

e Previous Chair: South Africa (Ambassador Xolisa Mabhongo, 2024-2025)
e Current Chair: Argentina (Ambassador Gustavo Zlauvinen, 2025-2026)

e Future Chair: Incoming designated successor country for the subsequent term

Primary Functions of the Nuclear Suppliers Group

The Primary Functions of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) focus on coordinating export-control practices among

participating governments.

e Plenary sessions are held regularly
o Meeting once every year, usually over five days during the middle of the year (typically June or July).
o 2025 NSG Plenary Session: It was held in Cape Town, South Africa, from 21 to 25 July 2025, under
South Africa's Chairmanship.
e Meetings of consultative groups.
e Sharing of export licensing information.

e Examination of control lists.

Updating regulations in light of advancements in technology.

e Every participating government has equal voting power because decisions are made by consensus.

Nuclear Suppliers Group Guidelines

The NSG Guidelines establish a common framework for regulating nuclear exports while balancing peaceful nuclear
cooperation with non-proliferation objectives. Together, the two parts address both dedicated nuclear materials and

sensitive dual-use items.

e Part 1: These control the export of Reactors that use nuclear power, Nuclear energy, Uranium, Plutonium,
heavy water, Nuclear apparatus, Nuclear technology that is sensitive.
o Exports are permitted only when destination states guarantee that the items will be used solely for

peaceful purposes and remain under IAEA safeguards.
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e Part 2 (Dual-Use Guidelines): These include products with both military and civilian uses, sophisticated
machine tools, high-performance computers, Industrial machinery, Electronic parts, Specialised software, and
scientific tools.

o Preventing the use of cutting-edge technologies for nuclear weapons projects is the goal.

Nuclear Suppliers Group and India

India is not a member of the NSG, but India has a special place in the NSG. Despite having nuclear weapons, India
has not ratified the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). India's candidacy has sparked a lot of discussion

because NSG membership has historically been linked to Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) adherence.

e The NSG Waiver of 2008: In 2008, the NSG made history by granting India a special dispensation that
permitted it to participate in international civilian nuclear trade even though it was not a member of the NPT.
o In accordance with the India-US Civil Nuclear Agreement, this ruling acknowledged India's solid record
of nuclear export regulations and non-proliferation pledges.
o India was permitted to import nuclear fuel, reactors, and technology for peaceful uses from multiple

nations thanks to the waiver.

The NSG Membership Bid of India

India’s NSG membership bid reflects its broader effort to participate in global nuclear governance and contribute to
strengthening non-proliferation norms. In 2016, India submitted a formal application to join the NSG. India argues

that:

¢ Its non-proliferation record is outstanding.

e |t upholds strict export regulations.

e It conforms to the safeguards for civilian nuclear facilities established by the IAEA.

e It willingly complies with NSG norms.

e Global nuclear governance would be strengthened by membership.

e China has repeatedly argued that only nations that are NPT parties should be allowed to join the NSG.

e Consequently, India's application for membership has not yet been approved, although India is already a part
of the other three Multilateral Export Control Regimes (MECRs), which are the Missile Technology Control

Regime, the Wassenaar Arrangement and the Australia Group.

Significance of Nuclear Suppliers Group for India

The Nuclear Suppliers Group is significant for India because its membership would strengthen India’s role in global
nuclear governance, support its civilian nuclear energy programme, enhance strategic influence, and enable

participation in shaping global nuclear export policies.

¢ Increased Access to Cutting-Edge Technology: Access to state-of-the-art nuclear technologies for
scientific study and energy production would be enhanced by membership.
e Taking Part in the Formulation of Rules: At the moment, India abides by a number of NSG standards

without taking part in their creation. India would be able to directly participate in upcoming policy talks if it
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became a member.

e Increasing the Security of Energy: In order to meet its increasing demand for electricity while lowering

carbon emissions, India intends to increase nuclear power capacity.

e Global Acknowledgement: Membership will improve India's standing in international nuclear governance

and recognise its responsible nuclear behaviour.

e Boost to Domestic Manufacturing: Increased international collaboration and technology transfer might

help domestic manufacturing, draw in foreign capital, generate jobs, and support programmes like Make in

India.

Nuclear Suppliers Group UPSC PYQs

Q1. What is/are the consequence/consequences of a country becoming the member of the 'Nuclear Suppliers

Group'? (UPSC Prelims 2018)

1. It will have access to the latest and most efficient nuclear technologies.

2. It automatically becomes a member of "The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)".

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

Q2. Consider the following statements: (UPSC Prelims 2008)

1. The Nuclear Suppliers Group has 24 countries as the members.

2. India is a member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
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