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The Ahmadiyya Movement, a reformist movement within Islam, was founded in the late nineteenth century. It has
since expanded into a significant global religious community with millions of adherents. The Ahmadiyya Movement
aimed to revive Islamic teachings and promote interfaith peace and understanding.

Ahmadiyya Movement Background

The Ahmadiyya Movement was founded in 1889 in Qadian, Punjab, India, by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. The
movement emerged during a time of religious and social upheaval in India, with increasing Western influence and
Christian missionary activity. The Ahmadiyya Movement was established on liberal and universal religious principles
for all people, just like Brahmo Samaj.

The Ahmadiyya Movement sought to revitalise Islam by emphasising its spiritual and moral aspects and
encouraging peace, tolerance, and dialogue with other religious communities.
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad sought to defend Islam from criticism and misconceptions by emphasising the faith's
peaceful and rational aspects. He claimed to be divinely appointed as the Messiah and Mahdi, tasked with
reviving Islam and uniting humanity around its principles.
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The Ahmadiyya Movement faced fierce opposition from the Sunni mainstream after being accused of
rejecting Muslim dogma that asserted the finality of Muhammad's prophethood. During British rule in
India, the disagreement was purely doctrinal, involving private individuals or voluntary organisations.
The issue became a critical constitutional one after the majority of Ahmadis migrated to Pakistan, an Islamic
state, in 1947. The majority of Sunni Muslims requested that Ahmadis be formally expelled from the Muslim
community. This goal was met in 1974 when the Pakistani parliament passed a constitutional amendment
designating Ahmadis as non-Muslims despite their strong opposition.
The Ahmadiyya community is the only Islamic sect that believes Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the Messiah,
sent to end religious wars and bloodshed and restore morality, peace, and justice. They believed in human
rights, tolerance, and the separation of mosque and state.

Ahmadiyya Movement Founder Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

The Ahmadiyya Movement was founded by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908) in Qadian, Punjab, India. He claimed
to be the Mujaddid, the promised Messiah, and the Mahdi, aiming to revive Islam and promote a peaceful society.
His teachings emphasised interpreting Islamic texts with reason and modern knowledge, advocating for interfaith
dialogue and rejecting religious violence.

After Mirza Ghulam Ahmad's death in 1908, the leadership of the Ahmadiyya Movement passed to a series of
successors known as Caliphs (Khalifas), such as Hakim Noor-ud-din, Mirza Nasir Ahmad and others.

Ahmadiyya Movement Beliefs

The Ahmadiyya Movement, founded on liberal principles, referred to itself as the bearer of the Mohammedan
Renaissance. Western liberalism, theosophy, and religious Hindu reform movements all had a strong influence on
Ghulam Ahmed. The Ahmadiyya movement's beliefs distinguish it from mainstream Islam.

Messianic Claims: The Ahmadiyya Movement believed that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was the promised
Messiah and Mahdi, fulfilling prophecies in Islamic and other religious texts. According to Ahmadis, the
Qadian branch of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam is the only "embodiment of 'True Islam,'".
Finality of Prophethood: The Ahmadiyya Movement believe that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was a prophet,
although not in the same sense as the Prophet Muhammad, who they regard as the final law-bearing
prophet. This belief has led to widespread criticism and accusations of heresy from other Muslim groups who
uphold the finality of Muhammad's prophethood.
Against Jihad: The Ahmadiyya Movement condemned Jihad, or sacred war, against non-Muslims and
emphasised the value of human fraternity. It promotes a spiritual interpretation of jihad, advocating for the
peaceful spread of faith through dialogue and education rather than violence.
Separation of Mosques from State: The Ahmadiyya Movement believed in maintaining the mosque's
independence from the state, as well as human rights and tolerance.
Modernity and Rationalism: The Ahmadiyya Movement believes in reconciling Islam with modern science
and rational thought, promoting education and intellectual development. By establishing a network of higher
education institutions, the movement encouraged Indian Muslims to pursue Western liberal education.
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Interfaith Harmony: The Ahmadiyya Movement emphasises the importance of interfaith dialogue and
understanding, promoting the idea that all religions share common truths.

Split in the Ahmadiyya Movement

The Ahmadiyya Movement experienced a significant split in 1914 following the death of the first Khalifa, Hakeem
Noor-ud-Din. The split resulted in the formation of two distinct groups: the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and the
Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement.

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community (Qadiani)

Led by the second Khalifa, Mirza Basheer-ud-Din Mahmood Ahmad, this group maintained the movement's original
beliefs, including Mirza Ghulam Ahmad's prophetic claims.

Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement

Mirza Basheer-ud-Din Mahmood Ahmad was elected as the second caliph after the first caliph's death, per his
predecessor's will. However, Maulana Muhammad Ali and Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din opposed his succession,
leading to the formation of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement. This split arose from doctrinal differences regarding
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad's prophethood, with the Lahore Ahmadis viewing him as a reformer (mujaddid) rather than a
prophet.

Other Related Posts

Socio-Religious Reform Movements Faraizi Movement

Raja Ram Mohan Roy Deoband Movement

Brahmo Samaj Ahmadiyya movement

Swami Vivekananda Akali movement

Ramakrishna Mission Kuka Movement

Arya Samaj Jyotiba Phule

Dayanand Saraswati Savitribai Phule

Young Bengal Movement Paramahansa Mandali

Henry Vivian Derazio Pandita Ramabai

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar SNDP Movement

Prarthana Samaj Justice Party

Gopal Hari Deshmukh Self Respect movement

Dharma Sabha Temple Entry Movement

Page 3 of 4

https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/socio-religious-reform-movements/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/faraizi-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/raja-ram-mohan-roy/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/deoband-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/brahmo-samaj/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/ahmadiyya-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/swami-vivekananda/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/akali-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/ramakrishna-mission/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/kuka-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/arya-samaj/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/jyotiba-phule/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/dayanand-saraswati/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/savitribai-phule/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/young-bengal-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/paramhansa-mandali/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/henry-vivian-derozio/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/pandita-ramabai/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/ishwar-chandra-vidyasagar/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/sndp-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/prarthana-samaj/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/justice-party-justice-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/gopal-hari-deshmukh/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/self-respect-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/dharma-sabha/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/temple-entry-movement/


Theosophical Society Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar

Aligarh Movement Gandhi vs Ambedkar

Wahabi Movement Mahad Satyagraha

Source: https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/ahmadiyya-movement/
© Vajiram & Ravi. For personal use only.

Page 4 of 4

https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/theosophical-society/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/dr-br-ambedkar/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/aligarh-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/gandhi-vs-ambedkar/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/wahabi-movement/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/mahad-satyagraha/

