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The Mahad Satyagraha, initiated in 1927 by B.R. Ambedkar, was a landmark movement aimed at challenging
caste discrimination in India. This significant protest focused on the right of the Dalit community to access the
Chawdar Tank in Mahad, Maharashtra, which had been traditionally denied to them.

The Satyagraha symbolized a broader struggle against the oppressive caste system and drew attention to the
injustices faced by Dalits. By publicly drinking water from the tank, Ambedkar and his followers engaged in a
courageous act of defiance, inspiring future movements for social justice in India.

Mahad Satyagraha Background

The Indian caste system historically marginalized untouchables, known as Dalits, by segregating them from other
Hindu castes. This segregation meant that they were prohibited from using public water bodies and roads
designated for use by higher castes.

In August 1923, the Bombay Legislative Council passed a resolution advocating for the rights of the
depressed classes, allowing them access to government-built and maintained facilities.
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Following this, in January 1924, the municipal council of Mahad, part of the Bombay Province, passed a
similar resolution to implement the act.
However, the effort faced strong opposition from Savarna Hindus, leading to its failure in practical
enforcement.

Mahad Satyagraha Events

On March 20, 1927, Dr B.R. Ambedkar led a procession of approximately 2,500 Dalits through Mahad to the
Chawdar Tank, a public water source from which they were historically barred. In a powerful act of defiance,
Ambedkar drew water from the tank and consumed it, igniting significant protests from the caste Hindu community.

Later in December 1927, Ambedkar and his supporters symbolically burned the ‘Manusmriti’ at the same
location, signaling their rejection of caste-based inequalities and advocating for social justice.

Mahad Satyagraha Legacy

The legacy of the Mahad Satyagraha is profound, as it marked a significant step in the fight against caste
discrimination in India. It inspired future movements and became a reference point for Dalit activism. The event
also strengthened the resolve of the Dalit community to demand their rights and paved the way for further social
reforms. As a testament to its enduring significance, March 20th, the day of the Satyagraha, is now observed as
Social Empowerment Day in India.
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