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HIGH ALIGNMENT QUESTIONS  

SR. 
NO 

UPSC MAINS 2025 VAJIRAM AND RAVI (SURE SHOT) MAINS 
TEST  SERIES  

1 4. How are climate change and the sea 
level rise affecting the very existence 
of many island nations? Discuss with 
examples. 

Q2. Climate change and global warming 
increases the vulnerability of our fragile 
coastal ecosystems. Analyze. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 (Test 
10) 

2 8. How does smart city in India, 
address the issues of urban poverty 
and distributive justice?  

Q6. Evaluate how the Smart City Mission has 
successfully transformed urban landscapes 
into hubs of innovation and well-being.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025- 
(TEST-9) 

3 12. Trace India’s consolidation 
process during early phase of 
independence in terms of polity, 
economy, education and international 
relations. 

Q9. “Though the newly independent India 
was burdened with a plethora of challenges 
in 1947, meticulous planning helped it to 
overcome those challenges over the coming 
years”. Discuss.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(SENIORS-TEST 5) 



 

4 14. Give a geographical explanation of 
the distribution of off-shore oil 
reserves of the world. How are they 
different from the on-shore 
occurrences of oil reserves? 

Q6. Account for the spatial distribution of 
petroleum refineries in India. Analyse the 
factors that influence their location and 
discuss the role of government policies in 
boosting India's refining sector.  
SURE SHOT TEST MAINS SERIES 2025 
(FLT- TEST 13) 

5 20. Does tribal development in India 
centre around two axes, those of 
displacement and of rehabilitation? 
Give your opinion. 

Q15. Assess the effectiveness of tribal 
development programmes in India. Why do 
tribal areas continue to  experience 
developmental setbacks, and what are the 
challenges?   
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 (FLT 
-TEST 5) 

6 1. Discuss the ‘corrupt practices’ for 
the purpose of the Representation of 
the People Act, 1951. Analyze whether 
the increase in the assets of the 
legislators and/or their associates, 
disproportionate to their known 
sources of income, would constitute 
‘undue influence’ and consequently a 
corrupt practice. 

8."The Lily Thomas judgment, while rooted 
in constitutional morality, has resulted in 
operational instability within the 
legislature." Critically examine the need to 
restore Section 8(4) of the Representation of 
the People Act, 1951, in light of legal and 
institutional safeguards.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test-3) 

7 3. Compare and contrast the 
President’s power to pardon in India 
and in the USA. Are there any limits to 
it in both the countries? What are 
‘preemptive pardons’? 

Q12. While both India and the United States 
follow the republican model, the powers and 
roles of their Presidents vary significantly. 
Compare the constitutional position and 
powers of the Indian President with those of 
the U.S. President. What do these differences 
reveal about their respective systems of 
governance? SURE SHOT MAINS TEST 
SERIES 2026 (Test-7) 

8 5. “The Attorney General of India 
plays a crucial role in guiding the legal 
framework of the Union Government 
and ensuring sound governance 
through legal counsel.” Discuss his 
responsibilities, rights and limitations 
in this regard. 

Q3. Enumerate the constitutional provisions 
related to the Attorney-General of India. 
How does this office contribute to the 
functioning of a constitutional democracy? 
SURE SHOT TEST SERIES 2025 (TEST -6) 

9 7. E-governance projects have a built-
in bias towards technology and back-
end integration than user-centric 
designs. Examine. 

Q10. e-Governance initiatives in India have 
traditionally been confronted with the dual 
challenges of automating government 
departments and taking online services to 
the common man. Discuss. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test-9) 

10 8. Civil Society Organizations are 
often perceived as being anti-State 
actors than non-State actors. Do you 
agree? Justify. 

Q15. “Non-state actors have emerged as 
indispensable partners in India’s governance 
ecosystem.” Examine this statement with 
suitable examples.  



 

SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-TEST 14) 

11 11. “Constitutional morality is the 
fulcrum which acts as an essential 
check upon the high functionaries and 
citizens alike…” In view of the above 
observation of the Supreme Court, 
explain the concept of constitutional 
morality and its application to ensure 
balance between judicial 
independence and judicial 
accountability in India. 

Q1. ‘Constitutional morality’ is not a natural 
sentiment in India but has to be cultivated. 
Do you agree with this view? Justify your 
answer with relevant examples.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-TEST 6) 
 
Q3. Judicial independence is a cornerstone 
of democracy, but it must be balanced with 
judicial accountability. Analyse.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test-7) 

12 14. Examine the evolving pattern of 
Centre-State financial relations in the 
context of planned development in 
India. How far have the recent 
reforms impacted the fiscal 
federalism in India? 

Q12. India’s fiscal federalism is heavily 
vertical, transactional, and tax-centric. In 
light of this, critically examine the case for 
institutionalizing “resource federalism” to 
ensure more equitable and autonomous 
state-level economic development. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026  
(FLT -TEST 6) 

13 15. What are environmental pressure 
groups? Discuss their role in raising 
awareness, influencing policies and 
advocating for environmental 
protection in India. 

Q5. In India’s development framework, how 
do SHGs and NGOs contribute to eco-
governance and grassroots empowerment? 
Explain with examples.  SURE SHOT MAINS 
TEST SERIES 2026 (TEST-4) 

14 17. “In contemporary development 
models, 
decision-making and problem-solving 
responsibilities are not located close 
to the source of information and 
execution defeating the objectives of 
development.” Critically evaluate. 

Q7. The one-size-fits-all approach to 
policymaking often ignores India’s regional 
heterogeneity”. Discuss the implications of 
centralized governance on state-level 
autonomy and inclusive development. SURE 
SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT- TEST 10) 

15 18. The National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights has to 
address the challenges faced by 
children in the digital era. Examine 
the existing 
policies and suggest measures the 
Commission can initiate to tackle the 
issue. 

Q9. Children are among the most vulnerable 
groups in the digital age. Examine the 
challenges they face in the digital age and 
suggest measures to ensure a balance 
between their safety and right to access the 
internet. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
{Seniors-Test 4) 

16 2. What are the challenges before the 
Indian economy when the world is 
moving away from free trade and 
multilateralism to protectionism and 
bilateralism? How can these 
challenges be met? 
 

Q5. There has been a rise of protectionist 
tendencies in the Transatlantic region in 
recent years. Discuss its potential negative 
impacts on India. How can India mitigate the 
negative impacts of protectionism and 
capitalize on emerging opportunities in the 
global economy?  SURE SHOT MAINS TEST 
SERIES 2025 Test-5) 



 

17 4. Elaborate the scope and 
significance of supply chain 
management of agricultural 
commodities in India. 

Q6. Despite diversification, rural India faces 
economic stagnation. Discuss how value 
chain integration through food processing 
can revitalise the rural economy. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-TEST 11) 
 

18 9. Terrorism is a global scourge. How 
has it 
manifested in India? Elaborate with 
contemporary examples. What are the 
counter measures adopted by the 
State? Explain. 

Q20. Despite sustained global efforts, cross-
border terrorism remains a persistent threat 
to India’s security. Critically analyse the 
effectiveness of international cooperation 
mechanisms in addressing this challenge.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-TEST 11) 
 
Q20. The emergence of “hybrid militants” 
and self-radicalised actors has transformed 
the nature of terrorism in India. Enumerate 
the challenges posed by this shift and suggest 
reforms to deal with it.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Senior-Test 7) 

19 10. The Government of India recently 
stated that Left Wing Extremism 
(LWE) will be eliminated by 2026. 
What do you understand by LWE and 
how are the 
people affected by it? What measures 
have been taken by the government to 
eliminate LWE? 

Q19. How do the ideological underpinnings 
of Naxalism in urban spaces differ from its 
rural manifestations? Discuss how this 
duality complicates a development-focused 
response. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Senior-Test 7) 
 
Q. Analyze the impact of urban Naxalism on 
the governance, security, and socio-
economic stability of metropolitan cities in 
India. What specific strategies can be 
adopted to address these challenges? 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test-14) 

20 12. Discuss the rationale of the 
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme. What are its achievements? 
In what way can the functioning and 
outcomes of the 
scheme be improved? 

Q2. How is the Indian government's 
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme 
influencing the growth of the manufacturing 
sector? Which are the key industries 
benefiting from this initiative?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test-8) 
 

21 14.Examine the scope of the food 
processing industries in India. 
Elaborate the measures taken by the 
government in the food processing 
industries for generating employment 
opportunities. 

Q14. India has a strong agricultural base, yet 
the share of processed food exports remains 
low. Analyse the bottlenecks in the food 
sector and suggest policy interventions.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 15) 



 

22 16. India aims to become a 
semiconductor 
manufacturing hub. What are the 
challenges faced by the 
semiconductor industry in India? 
Mention the salient features of the 
India Semiconductor Mission. 

Q7.Explain the reasons behind the spatial 
shifts and the evolving global patterns of 
semiconductor manufacturing.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 13) 

23 17. Mineral resources are 
fundamental to the country’s 
economy and these are exploited by 
mining. Why is mining considered an 
environmental 
hazard? Explain the remedial 
measures required to reduce the 
environmental hazard due to mining. 

Q6. What are the environmental and health 
impacts of metal mining pollution? Suggest 
measures to mitigate the same.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 
2025(Seniors- Test 8) 

24 19. What are the major challenges to 
internal security and peace process in 
the North-Eastern States? Map the 
various peace accords and 
agreements initiated by the 
government in the past decade. 

Q10. Analyse the impact of ethnic conflicts in 
the northeastern states on India’s internal 
security and national integration efforts. 
What measures should the government 
adopt to counter these challenges? 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 (Test 
-14) 

25 20. Why is maritime security vital to 
protect India’s sea trade? Discuss 
maritime and coastal security 
challenges and the way forward. 

Q18. Geographical factors and bilateral 
tensions with the 
neighbouring nations make maritime border 
management a difficult task in India. Discuss 
the challenges in this regard and suggest 
strategies for effective maritime border 
management.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Seniors Test -8) 

26 1(a). In the present digital age, social 
media has revolutionised our way of 
communication and interaction. 
However, it has raised several ethical 
issues and challenges. Describe the 
key ethical dilemmas in this regard. 

1 (a) Analyze how the rise of social media has 
influenced human values. How can 
individuals and institutions address the 
negative effects of excessive social media 
use?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(Test 20) 

27 1(b). "Constitutional morality is not a 
natural sentiment but a product of 
civil education and adherence of the 
rule of law." Examine the significance 
of constitutional morality for public 
servant highlighting the role in 
promoting good governance and 
ensuring accountability in public 
administration. 

Q1.  ‘Constitutional morality’ is not a natural 
sentiment in India but has to be cultivated. 
Do you agree with this view? Justify your 
answer with relevant examples.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 6) 

28 2(a) Carl von Clausewitz once said, 
"War is a diplomacy by other means." 
Critically analyse the above statement 

Q6 (b).  Doctrine of ‘Just War’ aims to 
introduce moral reasoning into acts of war. 
Discuss the relevance and limitations of such 



 

 

in the present context of 
contemporary geo-political conflict. 

ethical frameworks in the context of modern 
warfare.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 16) 
 

29 3(b)."The greatest discovery of my 
generation is that a human being can 
alter his life by altering his attitudes." 
– William James 

3(a). “The greatest discovery of my 
generation is that a human being can alter 
his life by altering his attitudes.” -  William 
James 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(Test 27) 
 

30 4(b). What are the major teachings of 
Mahavir? Explain their relevance in 
the contemporary world. 

Q2(a) In the context of rising consumerism, 
discuss the relevance of Jain and Buddhist 
ethics in promoting sustainable living and 
contributing to a more equitable world?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(Test -24) 
 

31 5(a). "One who is devoted to one’s 
duty attains highest perfection in life." 
Analyse this statement with reference 
to sense of responsibility and 
personal fulfilment as a civil servant. 

Q1 (b) “The essence of ethics in human 
actions involves a balance between 
individual autonomy and societal norms”. 
Examine this statement by exploring how 
ethical frameworks reconcile personal 
freedom with social responsibility.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 8) 
 

32 5(b). To achieve holistic development 
goal, a civil servant acts as an enabler 
and active facilitator of growth rather 
than a regulator. What specific 
measures will you suggest to achieve 
this goal? 
 

Q8. “Civil Servants are not just implementers 
of policy but enablers of citizen-centric 
governance." Comment.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026  
(Test-7) 

33 6(b). India is an emerging economic 
power of the world as it has recently 
secured the status of fourth largest 
economy of the world as per IMF 
projection. However, it has been 
observed that in some sectors, 
allocated funds remain either under-
utilised or misutilised. What specific 
measures would you recommend for 
ensuring accountability in this regard 
to stop leakages and gaining the status 
of third largest economy of the world 
in near future? 
 

Q5 a) Ensuring judicious utilisation of public 
funds fundamentally depends on rooting out 
corruption and maintaining integrity at 
every level of public administration. Discuss.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(TEST- 31) 



 

Paper-wise reflections 
 

UPSC 2025  GS 1 QUESTIONS 
VAJIRAM AND RAVI (SURE SHOT) 

MAINS TEST  SERIES 

1. Discuss the salient features of the Harappan 
architecture.  

Q1. Discuss how the Indus-Saraswati cultural zone 
simultaneously reflects patterns of similarity and 
distinctiveness.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test  9) 
Q1. Describe the key technological achievements of 
the Indus Valley Civilisation. How do these reflect 
the scientific and engineering skills of the 
Harappans?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Seniors-Test 5) 
 

4. How are climate change and the sea level rise 
affecting the very existence of many island nations? 
Discuss with examples.  

Q2. Climate change and global warming increases 
the vulnerability of our fragile coastal ecosystems. 
Analyze.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test 10) 

7. What are Tsunamis? How and where are they 
formed? What are their consequences? Explain 
with examples. 

Q18. Discuss the challenges involved in integrating 
tsunami risk into India's coastal disaster risk 
reduction framework. What institutional 
mechanisms and preparedness strategies are in 
place to mitigate the risk and enhance resilience to 
such events in India? 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 11) 
 
Q6. Discuss how the geomorphology of India’s 
eastern and western coasts influences the impact 
and vulnerability to tsunamis. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT-Test 9) 
 

8. How does smart city in India, address the issues 
of urban poverty and distributive justice? 

Q6. Evaluate how the Smart City Mission has 
successfully transformed urban landscapes into 
hubs of innovation and well-being. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(TEST-9) 
 

9. The ethos of civil service in India stand for the 
combination of professionalism with nationalistic 
consciousness – Elucidate. 

Q Efficient and politically neutral civil services are 
vital to achieve the goals of socio-economic 
development in a country. In this light, discuss the 
reforms that are required in the Civil Services of 
India.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(BAtch 6-FLT-1) 
 

10. Do you think that globalization results in only 
an aggressive consumer culture? Justify your 
answer. 

Q20. ‘Globalisation is said to have promoted 
economic growth in India, but at the cost of its 
traditional value systems’. Critically examine. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test -12) 



 

Quick commerce reflects more than changing 
consumer habits; it reveals shifting urban 
priorities. Examine its broader Socio-Economic and 
spatial impact on the fabric of Indian cities. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 9) 
 

12. Trace India’s consolidation process during early 
phase of independence in terms of polity, economy, 
education and international relations. 

9. “Though the newly independent India was 
burdened with a plethora of challenges in 1947, 
meticulous planning helped it to overcome those 
challenges over the coming years”. Discuss. SURE 
SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 (Seniors -
Test 5) 
 

13. The French Revolution has enduring relevance 
to the contemporary world. Explain. 

Q12. The French Revolution was not merely a 
reaction to recent events but also the outcome of 
prolonged structural imbalances and social 
discontent. Explain.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT- Test 9) 
 

14. Give a geographical explanation of the 
distribution of off-shore oil reserves of the world. 
How are they different from the on-shore 
occurrences of oil reserves? 

Q6. Account for the spatial distribution of 
petroleum refineries in India. Analyse the factors 
that influence their location and discuss the role of 
government policies in boosting India's refining 
sector? 
SURE SHOT TEST MAINS SERIES 2025 
(FLT- TEST 13) 

15. How can Artificial Intelligence (AI) and drones 
be effectively used along with GIS and RS 
techniques in locational and areal planning? 

Q7. Agri-tech startups leveraging AI, IoT and big 
data analytics are transforming Indian agriculture. 
Examine. Suggest measures to further give impetus 
to the agri-tech ecosystem in India. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Seniors Test- 7) 
 
 
Q3. Drones are quickly gaining new ground in 
agriculture. Assess the role oF drones in 
revolutionising traditional agricultural practices. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test -8) 
 

16. Discuss how the changes in shape and sizes of 
continents and ocean basins of the planet take 
place due to tectonic movements of the crustal 
masses. 

Q11. What do you understand about Plate Tectonics 
Theory? Discuss 
the driving forces used to explain the mechanism of 
this theory. SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 
2025 (Seniors Test- 6) 
 

20. Does tribal development in India centre around 
two axes, those of displacement and of 
rehabilitation? Give your opinion. 

Q15. Assess the effectiveness of tribal development 
programmes in India. Why do tribal areas continue 
to  experience developmental setbacks, and what 
are the challenges?   
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT -Test 5) 
 



 

Q17. Discuss the role of targeted welfare schemes 
for nomadic communities in achieving inclusive 
development. What are the implementation 
bottlenecks and how can they be resolved?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT -Test 6) 
 

 

UPSC 2025  GS 2  QUESTIONS 
VAJIRAM AND RAVI (SURE SHOT) 

MAINS TEST  SERIES 

1. Discuss the ‘corrupt practices’ for the purpose of 
the Representation of the People Act, 1951. Analyze 
whether the increase in the assets of the legislators 
and/or their associates, disproportionate to their 
known sources of income, would constitute ‘undue 
influence’ and consequently a corrupt practice. 

8."The Lily Thomas judgment, while rooted in 
constitutional morality, has resulted in operational 
instability within the legislature." Critically 
examine the need to restore Section 8(4) of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951, in light of 
legal and institutional safeguards. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test-3) 
 
6. The Representation of the People Act,1951, has 
played a foundational role in establishing electoral 
democracy in India. Examine its key provisions and 
limitations in curbing criminalisation of politics 
and ensuring electoral transparency.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test-10) 
 

2. Comment on the need of administrative tribunals as 

compared to the court system. Assess the impact of the 

recent tribunal reforms through rationalization of 

tribunals made in 2021. 

Q11.  Frequent ordinance promulgation and 
executive control over tribunals have raised 
concerns about executive overreach. Critically 
examine these trends with reference to the doctrine 
of Separation of Powers and the need for 
democratic accountability.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 14) 
 
Q6. Critically examine the role of tribunals as 
dispute redressal mechanisms in India. What steps 
can be taken to enhance their effectiveness?   
 
Q3. “Tribunals suffer from the same problem for 
which they were established”.In the light of the 
statement, discuss the significance and challenges 
faced by the tribunals in India.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test 1) 

3. Compare and contrast the President’s power to 
pardon in India and in the USA. Are there any 
limits to it in both the countries? What are 
‘preemptive pardons’? 

Q12. While both India and the United States follow 
the republican model, the powers and role of their 
Presidents vary significantly. Compare the 
constitutional position and powers of the Indian 
President with those of the U.S. President. What do 
these differences reveal about their respective 
systems of governance?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test-7) 
 



 

Q3.  Analyse the distinguishing features between 
the electoral systems of the USA and India.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 14) 
 

5. “The Attorney General of India plays a crucial 
role in guiding the legal framework of the Union 
Government and ensuring sound governance 
through legal counsel.” Discuss his responsibilities, 
rights and limitations in this regard. 

Q8. Do you think the Attorney General’s dual role 
as the government’s legal advisor and a 
constitutional officer needs reform? Examine this 
statement in light of recent legal opinions issued by 
the AGI on controversial legislation. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test 10) 
 
Q3. Enumerate the constitutional provisions 
related to the Attorney-General of India. How does 
this office contribute to the functioning of a 
constitutional democracy? 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(TEST -6) 
 

6.Women’s social capital complements in 
advancing empowerment and gender equity. 
Explain. 

Q8.  Examine how  Community-based financial 
institutions promote responsive governance and 
address structural inequalities, especially for 
marginalized women. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT-Test 6) 
 

7.E-governance projects have a built-in bias 
towards technology and back-end integration than 
user-centric designs. Examine. 

Q6.  ICT-led governance enhances transparency 
and accountability, but also raises concerns of 
exclusion and surveillance. Critically discuss.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 14) 
 
13. E-governance holds immense potential to 
revolutionise public service delivery. Discuss the 
diverse models of e-governance adopted in India, 
noting their challenges and suggesting key 
improvement strategies. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(Seniors Sec-. 2) 
 
Q10. e-Governance initiatives in India have 
traditionally been confronted with the dual 
challenges of automating government departments 
and taking online services to the common man. 
Discuss.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test-9) 
 

8. Civil Society Organizations are often perceived as 
being anti-State actors than non-State actors. Do 
you agree? Justify. 

Q15. “Non-state actors have emerged as 
indispensable partners in India’s governance 
ecosystem.” Examine this statement with suitable 
examples.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 14) 
 



 

20. “A free civic space regulated under 
constitutionally guaranteed principles is the 
essence of democracy.” In this context, examine the 
role of civil society organisations (CSO) in 
strengthening democratic governance in India. 
Also, elucidate the challenges they face in the 
current regulatory environment. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(Seniors Sec. 2) 
 

9. India-Africa digital partnership is achieving 
mutual respect, co-development and long-term 
institutional partnerships. Elaborate. 

Q5. Explain how including the African Union in the 
G20 enhances India’s global standing, furthering 
its vision of a reformed world order. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test-6) 
 
Q16.The inclusion of the African Union in the G20 
group hosted by India underscores the robust 
relations between India and African Union. 
Evaluate its potential benefits to India’s foreign 
policy goals. In what ways does this partnership 
contribute to fostering a multipolar world order?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test-6) 

10. With the waning of globalization, post-Cold War 
world is becoming a site of sovereign nationalism.” 
Elucidate. 

7. Explain how India's Foreign Policy has evolved 
since the post-Cold War era. Also, critically analyse 
how India has effectively maintained its strategic 
autonomy in recent geopolitical scenarios.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test-6) 

11. “Constitutional morality is the fulcrum which 
acts as an essential check upon the high 
functionaries and citizens alike…” 
In view of the above observation of the Supreme 
Court, explain the concept of constitutional 
morality and its application to ensure balance 
between judicial independence and judicial 
accountability in India. 

Q1.  ‘Constitutional morality’ is not a natural 
sentiment in India but has to be cultivated. Do you 
agree with this view? Justify your answer with 
relevant examples. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT-Test 6) 
 
Q3. Judicial independence is a cornerstone of 
democracy, but it must be balanced with judicial 
accountability. Analyse.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test-7) 

12. Indian Constitution has conferred the amending 
power on the ordinary legislative institutions with a 
few procedural hurdles. In view of this statement, 
examine the procedural and substantive limitations 
on the amending power of the Parliament to change 
the Constitution. 

Q1. Ordinary laws and constitutional amendments 
are subject to different tests of judicial validity. In 
light of this distinction, examine, whether the Basic 
Structure doctrine should be applied uniformly to 
both.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 14) 

13. Discuss the evolution of collegium system in 
India. Critically examine the advantages and 
disadvantages of the system of appointment of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of India and that of 
the USA. 

Q13. While India has a structured but rarely used 
process for the removal of judges, the UK 
emphasizes ministerial responsibility and in house 
mechanisms  . Compare and evaluate these 
approaches in maintaining judicial accountability.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 6) 



 

Q15. “A judiciary that is immune from 
accountability risks becoming opaque and 
unresponsive.” Critically analyze this statement in 
the context of recent developments concerning the 
Indian judiciary. SURE SHOT MAINS TEST 
SERIES 2025 (Seniors Sec. 1). 
 
Q4.  Judicial independence is a prerequisite for a 
thriving democracy. In this context, critically 
analyze the effectiveness of the collegium system in 
ensuring judicial independence in India. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(TEST-23) 
 

14. Examine the evolving pattern of Centre-State 
financial relations in the context of planned 
development in India. How far have the recent 
reforms impacted the fiscal federalism in India? 

Q12. India’s fiscal federalism is heavily vertical, 
transactional, and tax-centric. In light of this, 
critically examine the case for institutionalizing 
“resource federalism” to ensure more equitable and 
autonomous state-level economic development.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT -Test 6) 
 

15. What are environmental pressure groups? 
Discuss their role in raising awareness, influencing 
policies and advocating for environmental 
protection in India. 

Q5.  In India’s development framework, how do 
SHGs and NGOs contribute to eco-governance and 
grassroots empowerment? Explain with examples.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026 
(Test-4) 
 
Q18. Informal pressure groups often act as early 
warning systems in democratic societies. Assess 
their role in safeguarding public interest. SURE 
SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT -Test 10) 
 

16. Inequality in the ownership pattern of resources 
is one of the major causes of poverty. Discuss in the 
context of ‘paradox of poverty’. 

Q3. India's dilemma of abundance continues as 
substantial food production coexists with 
widespread hunger and malnutrition. Analyse the 
factors underlying this contradiction and suggest 
measures to overcome them.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test -4) 
 
Q3. Hunger and undernutrition continue to persist 
in India despite it being a fast-growing economy. 
Analyse the reasons for the disconnect between 
economic growth and nutritional outcomes. SURE 
SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 (Senior 
Sec. 2) 
 

17. “In contemporary development models, 
decision-making and problem-solving 
responsibilities are not located close to the source 
of information and execution defeating the 
objectives of development.” Critically evaluate. 

Q7. "The one-size-fits-all approach to policymaking 
often ignores India’s regional heterogeneity”. 
Discuss the implications of centralized governance 
on state-level autonomy and inclusive 
development. SURE SHOT MAINS TEST 
SERIES 2025 (FLT- Test  10) 
 



 

"Policy conflicts among diverse sectors and 
stakeholders have hindered the achievement of 
holistic rural development in India.” Discuss with 
relevant illustrations.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
 

18. The National Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights has to address the challenges faced by 
children in the digital era. Examine the existing 
policies and suggest measures the Commission can 
initiate to tackle the issue. 

Q9. Children are among the most vulnerable 
groups in the digital age. 
Examine the challenges they face in the digital age 
and suggest measures to ensure a balance between 
their safety and right to access the internet.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
{Seniors-Test 4) 

19. Energy security constitutes the dominant 
kingpin of India’s foreign policy, and is linked with 
India’s overarching influence in Middle Eastern 
countries.” How would you integrate energy 
security with India’s foreign policy trajectories in 
the coming years? 

Q10.“Corridor-based diplomacy marks a new phase 
in global connectivity politics.” Examine the 
strategic implications of India’s participation in the 
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor 
(IMEC). How will it  transform India’s position in 
global politics ?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Seniors-Sec 1) 

 

UPSC 2025  GS 3  QUESTIONS 
VAJIRAM AND RAVI (SURE SHOT) MAINS 

TEST  SERIES 

2. What are the challenges before the Indian economy 

when the world is moving away from free trade and 

multilateralism to protectionism and bilateralism? How 

can these challenges be met? 

Q5. There has been a rise of protectionist 
tendencies in the Transatlantic region in recent 
years. Discuss its potential negative impacts on 
India. How can India mitigate the negative impacts 
of protectionism and capitalize on emerging 
opportunities in the global economy? 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test-5) 
 
Q3. What is ‘Green Protectionism’? How does it 
alter the dynamics of trade and sustainability 
debates, particularly for the Global South? 
Illustrate with examples.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT -Test 15) 
Q11. “Non-tariff measures have become a key 
instrument of economic diplomacy and 
protectionism in the post-globalisation era." 
Evaluate how India can balance compliance with 
global trade rules while safeguarding its economic 
interests.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT- Test 11) 

3. Explain the factors influencing the decision of the 

farmers on the selection of high value crops in India. 

7. The Economic Survey 2024-25 highlights the 
need to shift away from cereal overproduction 
toward pulses, oilseeds, and high-value crops. 
Discuss how crop diversification can help mitigate 
challenges and risks posed by climate variability. 15 
marks  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Batch 6- Test 19) 



 

 
Q5. Analyse the regional shifts in the cropping 
patterns of India. Discuss the long-term 
implications of this shift on nutritional security and 
water sustainability.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 11) 

4. Elaborate the scope and significance of supply chain 

management of agricultural commodities in India. 

Q6. Despite diversification, rural India faces 
economic stagnation. Discuss how value chain 
integration through food processing can revitalise 
the rural economy.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 11) 

5. The fusion energy programme in India has steadily 

evolved over the past few decades. Mention India’s 

contributions to the international fusion energy project 

– International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor 

(ITER). What will be the implications of the success of 

this project for the future of global energy? 

Q7. Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) are being 
hailed as game-changers in the global energy 
transition. Examine how India’s SMR initiative 
aligns with its climate goals and energy security. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Senior Sec. 7) 
 
Q4. Discuss the significance of the Fast Breeder 
Reactor (FBR) in achieving the goals of India’s 
Nuclear Energy Program.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Senior Sec. 8) 

6. How can India achieve energy independence through 

clean technology by 2047? How can biotechnology play 

a crucial role in this endeavour? 

Q2. Discuss several ways in which biotechnology 
can help in ensuring food security in India.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Senior Sec. 8) 

7. What is Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage 

(CCUS)? What is the potential role of CCUS in tackling 

climate change? 

Q7.   What is carbon farming? Explain its role in 
sustainable agriculture and climate change 
mitigation. Discuss the key practices involved.   
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 15) 

9. Terrorism is a global scourge. How has it manifested 

in India? Elaborate with contemporary examples. What 

are the counter measures adopted by the State? 

Explain. 

Q20. Despite sustained global efforts, cross-border 
terrorism remains a persistent threat to India’s 
security. Critically analyse the effectiveness of 
international cooperation mechanisms in 
addressing this challenge.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 15) 
 
Q20. The emergence of “hybrid militants” and self-
radicalised actors has transformed the nature of 
terrorism in India. Enumerate the challenges posed 
by this shift and suggest reforms to deal with it.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Senior Sec. 7) 
 

10. The Government of India recently stated that Left 

Wing Extremism (LWE) will be eliminated by 2026. 

What do you understand by LWE and how are the 

people affected by it? What measures have been taken 

by the government to eliminate LWE? 

Q19. How do the ideological underpinnings of 
Naxalism in urban spaces differ from its rural 
manifestations? Discuss how this duality 
complicates a development-focused response.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Senior Sec. 7) 



 

11. Explain how the Fiscal Health Index (FHI) can be 

used as a tool for assessing the fiscal performance of 

states in India. In what way would it encourage the 

states to adopt prudent and sustainable fiscal policies?) 

15 

 

Q1. The increasing dependence of states on central 
transfers and borrowings has raised concerns about 
fiscal autonomy. Examine. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Batch 6-Test-19) 

12. Discuss the rationale of the Production Linked 

Incentive (PLI) scheme. What are its achievements? In 

what way can the functioning and outcomes of the 

scheme be improved? 

Q2. How is the Indian government's Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme influencing the 
growth of the manufacturing sector? Which are the 
key industries benefiting from this initiative? 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test-8) 
Q1. Discuss how the Production Linked Incentive 
Scheme for Food Processing Industry (PLISFPI) 
aligns with the broader goals of ‘Make in India’ and 
Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT-Test 15) 

13.Examine the factors responsible for depleting 

groundwater in India. What are the steps taken by the 

government to mitigate such depletion of 

groundwater? 

Q16.  The coexistence of physical and economic 
water scarcity in Indian agriculture reflects a 
deeper crisis in water governance. Examine the 
factors contributing to this and suggest reforms to 
make irrigation more equitable and sustainable.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT-Test 11) 

14.Examine the scope of the food processing industries 

in India. Elaborate the measures taken by the 

government in the food processing industries for 

generating employment opportunities. 

Q13. India's food processing sector is moving 
towards greater formalization and efficiency. 
Critically assess how initiatives like the PLI scheme 
and Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food 
Enterprises (PM-FME) contribute to this 
transformation.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-Test 7) 
Q14. India has a strong agricultural base, yet the 
share of processed food exports remains low. 
Analyse the bottlenecks in the food processing 
sector and suggest policy interventions.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT-Test 15) 
Q2. Examine the significance of the food processing 
industry in acting as a link between the farmers and 
consumers in India. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 

15. How does nanotechnology offer significant 

advancements in the field of agriculture? How can this 

technology help to uplift the socio-economic status of 

farmers? 

 8. Nanotechnology represents a paradigm shift 
from ‘bigger is better’ to ‘smaller is smarter. In this 
context, examine the transformative potential of 
nanotechnology in the fulfilment of India’s 
environmental goals. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT-Test 11) 

16. India aims to become a semiconductor 

manufacturing hub. What are the challenges faced by 

the semiconductor industry in India? Mention the 

salient features of the India Semiconductor Mission. 

Q7.Explain the reasons behind the spatial shifts 
and the evolving global patterns of semiconductor 
manufacturing.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-13) 



 

17. Mineral resources are fundamental to the country’s 

economy and these are exploited by mining. Why is 

mining considered an environmental hazard? Explain 

the remedial measures required to reduce the 

environmental hazard due to mining. 

Q6. What are the environmental and health 
impacts of metal mining pollution? Suggest 
measures to mitigate the same.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Senior Sec. 8) 

19. What are the major challenges to internal security 

and peace process in the North-Eastern States? Map 

the various peace accords and agreements initiated by 

the government in the past decade. 

Q10. Analyse the impact of ethnic conflicts in the 
northeastern states on India’s internal security and 
national integration efforts. What measures should 
the government adopt to counter these challenges? 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test -14) 

20. Why is maritime security vital to protect India’s sea 

trade? Discuss maritime and coastal security challenges 

and the way forward. 

Q9. How do the unique geopolitical dynamics of the 
Bay of Bengal region contribute to maritime 
security challenges for India? What strategies can 
be employed  to address these threats effectively? 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test -14) 
Q18. Geographical factors and bilateral tensions 
with the neighboring nations make maritime 
border management a difficult task in India. 
Discuss the challenges in this regard and suggest 
strategies for effective maritime border 
management.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Seniors Test -8) 

UPSC 2025  GS 4 QUESTIONS 
VAJIRAM AND RAVI (SURE SHOT)  

MAINS TEST  SERIES 

1(a). In the present digital age, social media has 
revolutionised our way of communication and 
interaction. However, it has raised several ethical 
issues and challenges. Describe the key ethical 
dilemmas in this regard. 

1(a) Analyze how the rise of social media has 
influenced human values. How can individuals and 
institutions address the negative effects of excessive 
social media use? 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test 20) 
Q4(a) "Technology is ethically neutral until we 
apply it." Discuss this statement with reference to 
the ethical challenges posed by artificial 
intelligence and data privacy.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-8) 
Q1 (b) "Moral principles are often challenged by 
evolving technological and societal changes. How 
should ethical decision-makers adapt to new 
realities while ensuring justice and integrity?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 
2025(FLT-12) 
 

1(b). "Constitutional morality is not a natural sentiment 

but a product of civil education and adherence of the 

rule of law." Examine the significance of constitutional 

morality for public servant highlighting the role in 

promoting good governance and ensuring 

accountability in public administration. 

Q1.  ‘Constitutional morality’ is not a natural 
sentiment in India but has to be cultivated. Do you 
agree with this view? Justify your answer with 
relevant examples.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-6) 

2(a). Carl von Clausewitz once said, "War is a diplomacy 

by other means." Critically analyse the above statement 

Q6 (b).  Doctrine of ‘Just War’ aims to introduce 
moral reasoning into acts of war. Discuss the 
relevance and limitations of such ethical 



 

in the present context of contemporary geo-political 

conflict. 

frameworks in the context of modern warfare  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-16) 

2(b). Keeping the national security in mind, examine the 

ethical dilemmas related to controversies over 

environmental clearance of development projects in 

ecologically sensitive border areas in the country. 

Q2 (a) "The means justify the ends only when the 
means are themselves ethical." Critically examine 
this statement with relevant examples.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-16) 

3(b)."The greatest discovery of my generation is that a 

human being can alter his life by altering his attitudes." 

– William James 

3(a). “The greatest discovery of my generation is 
that a human being can alter his life by altering his 
attitudes.” -  William James 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test- 27) 

3(c). "The strength of a society is not in its laws, but in 

the morality of its people." – Swami Vivekananda 

3(c). “The greatest religion is to be true to your own 
nature. Have faith in yourselves.”- Swami 
Vivekananda  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test- 27) 
3(b) “Laws control the lesser man. Right conduct 
controls the Greater one”: Mark Twain.Examine 
the statement with suitable examples in the context 
of public servants discharging their duties. SURE 
SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  (Test-22) 
 

4(a). "For any kind of social re-engineering by 

successfully implementing welfare schemes, a civil 

servant must use reason and critical thinking in an 

ethical framework." Justify this statement with suitable 

examples. 

Q5. (b) Ethical competence is as essential as 
technical competence in public service. Examine 
the statement with suitable examples. 

4(b). What are the major teachings of Mahavir? Explain 

their relevance in the contemporary world. 

1 (a)"Anekantvad as a philosophical principle 
reinforces ethical pluralism in public life." 
Enumerate the challenges of this philosophy to 
ethical decision-making in a multicultural society.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Seniors Sec. 3) 
Q2(a) In the context of rising consumerism, discuss 
the relevance of Jain and Buddhist ethics in 
promoting sustainable living and contributing to a 
more equitable world?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Test -24)  
Q6 (b) How can Buddhist principles guide public 
servants in maintaining a balance between personal 
well-being and professional responsibilities in high-
pressure governance environments?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-8) 
 
Q2 (b) How can the ethical principles rooted in 
ancient Indian philosophy serve as a guide for 
policymakers and administrators in balancing 
development with ecological sustainability?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(FLT-8) 
 



 

5(a). "One who is devoted to one’s duty attains highest 

perfection in life." Analyse this statement with 

reference to sense of responsibility and personal 

fulfilment as a civil servant. 

Q1 (b) “The essence of ethics in human actions 
involves a balance between individual autonomy 
and societal norms”. Examine this statement by 
exploring how ethical frameworks reconcile 
personal freedom with social responsibility. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(FLT-8) 

5(b). To achieve holistic development goal, a civil 

servant acts as an enabler and active facilitator of 

growth rather than a regulator. What specific measures 

will you suggest to achieve this goal? 

Q8. “Civil Servants are not just implementers of 
policy but enablers of citizen-centric governance." 
Comment.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2026  
(Test-7) 
Q4 (a)  With rapid development and increasing 
public expectations for faster decision-making, the 
role of bureaucracy has become even more 
important. In this context, do you agree that a 
committed bureaucracy is more effective in 
achieving long-term developmental goals for India?  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Seniors T-11) 

6(a). It is said that for an ethical work culture, there 

must be code of ethics in place in every organisation. To 

ensure value-based and compliance-based work 

culture, what suitable measures would you adopt in 

your work place? 

Q1 (a) Workplace ethics in public administration 
should go beyond compliance with rules and 
regulations. Discuss the role of intrinsic motivation 
and ethical reasoning in shaping a positive work 
culture in the public institutions.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(Seniors Sec. 12) 
(b) Codes of Ethics and Code of Conduct serve as 
guiding frameworks for governance, but their 
impact is often limited. Evaluate the statement and 
recommend strategies for ensuring ethical 
administration. 
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025  
(Seniors Sec. 12) 

6(b). India is an emerging economic power of the world 

as it has recently secured the status of fourth largest 

economy of the world as per IMF projection. However, 

it has been observed that in some sectors, allocated 

funds remain either under-utilised or misutilised. What 

specific measures would you recommend for ensuring 

accountability in this regard to stop leakages and 

gaining the status of third largest economy of the world 

in near future? 

 

Q5 a) Ensuring judicious utilisation of public funds 
fundamentally depends on rooting out corruption 
and maintaining integrity at every level of public 
administration. Discuss.  
SURE SHOT MAINS TEST SERIES 2025 
(TEST 31) 
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